
APPENDIX-B
Marine Protected Species
Sighting, Collision, and Supporting Forms

WHALE ENTANGLEMENT AND BOAT COLLISION REPORTING FORM

REPORTING SOURCE
TIME/ DATE: ________________________RPTG SOURCE: _________________________

VSL NAME: _________________________DOC/ REG #: ____________________________

RADIO CALL SIGN: _________________ CELL PHONE #: _________________________

DETAILS OF INCIDENT
POSITION: ____________________________GEOGRAPHIC DESC: ____________________

O/S WX:  WINDS _______ T/ ________KTS       SWELL ____________ T/ ______________F

SEAS ________T/ ________FT  VIS ______NM    TEMP ______F  BARO _______.________

                                                                                    (R/F/S)

SPECIES: ___________________________    # OF ANIMALS: _________________________

DORSAL FIN: ______________________     COLOR: ________________________________

SIZE: _____________________________      DEAD/ ALIVE: __________________________

DIST. MARKS: _______________________ NATURE OF INJURY: ___________________

ANIMAL TRAVELING OR                                        CSE/ 

ANCHORED BY GEAR: ___________________     SPD: _____________________________

                                                                                      PHOTO/ VIDEO

                                                                                      TAKEN: __________________________

ENTANGLEMENT
DESCRIPTION (TYPE) OF GEAR & IDENTIGYING FEATURES (BUOY COLOR, #’S)

______________________________________________________________________________

TYPE OF LINE (SIZE, COLOR, MATERIAL): ___________________________________________

MESH VISABLE: ____________________________ GEAR VISABLE: __________________

PART OF BODY ENTAGLED: _____________# WRAPS AROUND BODY/ TAIL: ________

LIFE THREATENING (DESCRIBE): ______________________________________________

STANDARD WHALE SIGHTING FORM

NAME OF REPORTING SOURCE: __________________________________________

VESSEL NAME/ AIRCRAFT #:_____________________________________________

DATE/ TIME OF SIGHTING: _______________________________________________

POSITION (LAT/ LONG, TD’S): _____________________________________________

SPECIES: ________________________ NUMBER: ______________________________

COURSE (T): _______________________ SPEED: ______________________________

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS
SIZE: ______________________  SIZE: _____________ CALF PRESENT: __________

BODY SHAPE: __________________________ TAIL SHAPE:____________________

FIN (SIZE/ SHAPE): ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

MARKINGS: _____________________________________________________________

INJURIES/ WOUNDS: _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

PHOTOS TAKEN: _______________________   VIDEO TAKEN: __________________

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: ______________________________________________

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

STATEMENT OF RIGHTS
Before we ask you any questions, it is my duty to advise you of your rights.

You have the right to remain silent.

Anything you say can and will be used against you in court, or other proceedings.

You have the right to consult an attorney before making any statements or answering any questions, and you may have him present with you during questioning.

You may have an attorney appointed by the U.S. Magistrate or the committing magistrate or the court to represent you if can not afford or otherwise obtain one.

If you decide to answer questions now with or without a lawyer, you still have the right to stop the questioning for the purpose of consulting a lawyer.

WAIVER: You may waive the right to advice of counsel and your right to remain silent, and you may answer questions or make a statement without consulting an attorney if you so desire.

WAIVER

1. Have you read or had read to you the warning regarding your rights? ______

Do you understand these rights? ___________________________________

Do you wish to answer any questions? ______________________________

Are you willing to answer any questions without having an attorney present? ______

Signature of defendant: __________________________________________

Time: ________________
      Date: ____________________

Signature of Officer: ____________________________________________

8.  Signature of witness:_____________________________________________

(This statement is required for all criminal cases)

MARINE FORENSICS

& PROTECTED RESOURCES PROGRAM

Shipping Procedures


When requesting species identification analysis, forwarding standards, or shipping marine mammal tissues, please follow these guidelines for shipping samples to Charleston Laboratory Forensics personnel:

1)  Please send samples by overnight carrier; Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday are preferred shipping dates to avoid delays in receipt due to weekend deliveries.

2)  Individually bag each sample in plastic freezer bags. Double bag each sample in an additional freezer bag.

3)  Please provide a label for each individual sample using a waterproof marker. A good method is to enclose the label in a separate smaller plastic bag and place this bag between the doubled bags containing the sample. This will prevent any damage to the label caused by fluids from thawing samples.

4)  FROZEN TISSUES: Freeze the samples and ship on ~ ice or with gel packs in a suitable insulated ~ container. Approximately seven pounds of dry ice is recommended for well-packed small samples. Fifteen to twenty pounds of dry ice is recommended for larger shipments. Fill any additional air spaces in the shipment container with crumpled newspaper. Some carriers place restrictions on the poundage you may use when shipping.

FORMALIN-FIXED TISSUES: Remove fixed tissues from formalin, wrap tissue in cotton gauze, lightly dampen tile gauze with formalin, and place wrapped tissue in double ziploc bags. Ship in a well-sealed insulated container. Fill air spaces with absorbent paper towels or newspaper.

5)  Include any information/documentation regarding the samples along with a Marine Forensics Program Chain of Custody Form in a separate plastic bag and enclose it inside the shipment container.

6)  For standards, please notify Wayne McFee (843-762-8592); for law enforcement samples, please notify Donna Luecike (843-762-8509) at the Charleston Lab when the shipment is sent and include the bill of lading number. The fax is available at

(843) 762-8700.

You will be notified upon receipt of the shipment. Thank you for your effort.
Marine Forensics & Protected Resources Program Chain of Custody Form
Sample description: _______________________________________________

Case #/Seized Property #: __________________________________________

Origin of sample: __________________________________________________

Name of sample collector/agent: ______________________________________

Address of sample collector/agent:_____________________________________

Phone Number: _____________                   Date collected/seized: ___________

Collector's Signature ______________________  

Collector's Release Signature:___________________  Release date: _________


Method of transfer: __________________________________________________


Every person subsequently in possession of the sample must complete a receipt/release box on the back of this form.(Each person must sign and date the form twice. Once for receipt and once for release)

Marine Forensics Program

National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Charleston Laboratory

219 Fort Johnson Road

Phone:
(843) 762-8511     Charleston, SC 29412-9110     Fax: (843) 762-8700

Marine Forensics Chain of Custody Form

	Receipt signature: _______________  Receipt date: ______________

Print name/agency:_________________________________________

Release signature: _______________  Release date:______________



	Receipt signature: _______________  Receipt date: ______________

Print name/agency:_________________________________________

Release signature: _______________  Release date:______________



	Receipt signature: _______________  Receipt date: ______________

Print name/agency:_________________________________________

Release signature: _______________  Release date:______________



	Receipt signature: _______________  Receipt date: ______________

Print name/agency:_________________________________________

Release signature: _______________  Release date:______________



	Receipt signature: _______________  Receipt date: ______________

Print name/agency:_________________________________________

Release signature: _______________  Release date:______________



	Receipt signature: _______________  Receipt date: ______________

Print name/agency:_________________________________________

Release signature: _______________  Release date:______________




CASE DOCUMENTATION AND PROCESSING

MANATEE VIOLATIONS ARE DOCUMENTED BY COMPLETING A BOARDING REPORT (4100) AND SUPPLEMENTAL BOARDING REPORT (4100S). 

INFORMATION NEEDED INCLUDE COMPLETE PERSONAL INFORMATION, SOCIAL SECURITY #, DATE OF BIRTH, LOCATION INCIDENT OCCURRED.  IN BLOCK 122 NOTE VIOLATION AS ESA 16USC1538/50CFR17.104 (c).  IN BREVARD COUNTY THE AREA KNOWN AS SYKES CREEK AND THE BARGE CANAL USE 16USC1538/50CFR17.104(b). 

4100S SHOULD INCLUDE A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE INCIDENT.  INCLUDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE VESSEL ATTITUDE (PLANNING, CREATING LARGE WAKE, ETC).  NOTE EXACT LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT.  A PHOTOCOPY OF A NAV. CHART OR BOATER GUIDE, COMPLETE WITH NOTATIONS OF WHERE BOAT WAS OBSERVED, ROUTE OF TRAVEL, WHERE STOPPED, ETC. IS EXCELLENT CASE DOCUMENTATION.    INCLUDE INFORMATION FROM FIELD INTERVIEW, WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE “KNOWINGLY” BURDEN OF PROOF.  WHERE THE INDIVIDUAL LAUNCHED, HOW MANY MANATEE SIGNS DID THE VIOLATOR PASS AND HOW CLOSE DID HE/SHE APPROACH SIGNS ARE ALL IMPORTANT FACTS TO DOCUMENT TO MEET OUR BURDEN OF PROOF.
ALL CASES ARE SENT TO D7 PROCEN.  CASES ARE THEN FORWARDED TO THE U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE FOR PROCESSING.  THE U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE WILL MAIL A NOTICE OF VIOLATION TO THE BOAT OPERATOR.

ACTIONS TO TAKE FOR INJURED MANATEES

1.  CONTACT THE FLORIDA MARINE PATROL AT 1-(888)-404-3922 OR CONTACT THE FLORIDA FISH & WILDLIFE COMMISSION ON CHANNEL 16 VHF-FM..  YOU MAY NEED TO DISPATCH A USCG VESSEL TO OBSERVE/ASSIST.

2.  IF POSSIBLE, ASK PERSON WHO REPORTED INJURED ANIMAL TO STAY WITH THE ANIMAL UNTIL HELP ARRIVES.

3.  DO NOT ATTEMPT TO RESCUE THE ANIMAL WITHOUT HELP AND DO NOT REMOVE A MANATEE CALF FROM THE WATER IF IT APPEARS ORPHANED.  OFTEN MANATEE COWS WILL LEAVE THEIR CALVES FOR SHORT PERIODS TO FORAGE FOR FOOD.  
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Credit is due to Cameron Shaw (USFW) for his assistance in creating this handout.


Manatee

Information, Policies & Procedures
(For Law Enforcement Use Only, NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION)
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United States Coast Guard

Gulf Regional Fisheries TRACEN

4640 Urquhart St.

New Orleans, LA 70117

Phone: (504) 942-4125

Manatee Protection
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USCG efforts to protect manatees are accomplished primarily under authorities of the Endangered Species Act (16USC1538).  Protection is accomplished by enforcing regulatory zones, primarily boat speed zones and no entry zones.  Manatees are also protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is the lead agency for manatee recovery and protection activities.

THERE ARE THREE TYPE OF SPEED ZONES:

THESE ZONES MAY BE IN EFFECT SEASONALLY OR YEAR AROUND.   SPEED ZONES ARE GENERALLY MARKED WITH LARGE WHITE SIGNS WITH AN ORANGE CIRCLE IN THE MIDDLE.

NUMERICAL SPEED ZONES 

BOATS ARE RESTRICTED TO A MAXIMUM SPEED DESIGNATED IN MILES PER HOUR. COAST GUARD DOES NOT ENFORCE THESE SPEED SIGNS.

SLOW SPEED ZONES
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BOATS MUST TRAVEL AT SLOW SPEED.  SLOW SPEED IS DEFINED AS THE VESSEL COMPLETELY SETTLED IN THE WATER PRODUCING A MINIMAL WAKE.  BOATS TRAVELING WITH AN ELEVATED BOW OR THROWING A LARGE WAKE ARE NOT PROCEEDING AT SLOW SPEED.
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IDLE SPEED ZONES
BOATS MUST TRAVEL AT IDLE SPEED.  IDLE SPEED IS DEFINED AS THE MINIMUM SPEED NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN STEERAGE.  

NO ENTRY ZONES

MANATEE SANCTUARIES

SEVERAL MANATEE SANCTUARIES HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED IN FLORIDA WATERS.  THESE AREAS ARE USUALLY FOUND IN THE VICINITY OF CRITICAL WARM WATER MANATEE WINTERING SITES.   THESE AREAS ARE CLOSED TO ALL HUMAN ENTRY.  THESE AREAS ARE MARKED WITH SIGNS AND/OR BUOYS.

PROTECTION ZONES INFORMATION
MANATEE SPEED ZONES HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN LEVY AND CITRUS COUNTIES IN THE BIG BEND AREA OF FLORIDA, IN THE TAMPA BAY AREA, IN ALL COASTAL COUNTIES IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA BETWEEN AND INCLUDING SARASOTA TO COLLIER, ALL COASTAL COUNTIES ON THE ATLANTIC COAST WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ST. JOHNS AND FLAGLER AND ALL OF THE COUNTIES ALONG BOTH SHORELINES OF THE ST JOHNS RIVER.  ALL OF THESE ZONES ARE DESCRIBED IN THE REGULATIONS OF THE FLORIDA MANATEE SANCTUARY ACT, 68C-22.  COPIES OF MAPS AND OTHER INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FLORIDA FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION.  CONTACT # IS (850) 922-4330.

ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

WITNESSING A VIOLATION OF MANATEE PROTECTION REGULATIONS IS SUFFICIENT TO PROSECUTE A CASE.  IF POSSIBLE, OBTAIN PHOTOS/VIDEO OF THE VIOLATION IN PROGRESS.  BURDEN OF PROOF OF VIOLATION IS THAT THE SUBJECT KNEW OR REASONABLY SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THEY WERE IN VIOLATION.  FIELD INTERVIEW QUESTION SHOULD BE DIRECTED AT KNOWLEDGE ie; DID YOU SEE THE SIGNS? DO YOU LIVE/BOAT FREQUENTLY IN THIS AREA? WERE YOU AWARE THAT YOU WERE IN A MANATEE ZONE OR WERE YOU AWARE THERE WERE MANATEE ZONES IN THE VICINITY?
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