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SPECIES IDENTIFICATION
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                        (Picture ID on next page)

	SPECIES
	Markings on lower body
	Markings on upper body
	Pectoral fin length
	Finlets
	May grow to

	Bluefin
	Gray spots and bands, sometimes resembles tree bark
	None
	Very short, does not reach origin of second dorsal fin
	Yellow, often with narrow black margins
	118+ inches

1000+ lbs

	Yellowfin
	Chains (20+) of white streaks and spots
	Yellow-gold band on sides, fading at death
	Extends beyond origin of second dorsal fin
	Lemon yellow with a very narrow black margin
	80 inches

400 lbs

	Bigeye
	None
	None
	Reaches origin of second dorsal fin
	Yellow with black margin
	90 inches

450 lbs

	Albacore
	None
	None
	Extends beyond anal fin
	Dorsal: yellowish

Anal: silver or dusky
	50 inches

90 lbs

	Bonito
	None
	Oblique dark stripes, 7 or more
	Very short
	Dusky
	36 inches

20 lbs

	Skipjack
	4-6 dark longitudinal stripes on belly
	None
	Very short and broad
	 Dusky
	40 inches

40 lbs

	Blackfin
	Alternating bars and spots, light in color
	None
	Reaches origin of second dorsal fin
	Uniformly dusky with white margins
	40 inches

40 lbs


         Features highlighted in gray are common only to that species.

	TUNAS

	Bluefin Tuna

· Eye is relatively small

· Finlets are yellow with dark edges

· Second dorsal and anal fins are dusky yellow

· Pectoral fin does not extend to a point below 

       the second dorsal fin

	Bigeye

· Large eye and short blunt head

· Finlets are yellow with dark edge

· Pectoral fin extends to the second dorsal fin
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	Albacore

· Dorsal finlets are yellow

· Bas of caudal fin is white

· Pectoral fin extends past anal fin
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	Yellowfin
· Finlets are yellow with dark edges

· Pectoral fin extends to the beginning of the second dorsal fin

· Second dorsal and anal fins are long and yellow
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	Skipjack

· Dorsal fins are connected at the base

· Short Pectoral fin

· Three to five black stripes on belly and side
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	Blackfin

· Second dorsal fin is dusky

· Finlets are dusky with white edges

· Dark stripe on upper side

· Pectoral fin extends below second dorsal fin
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NOT REGULATED
	Atlantic Bonito

· 20-22 dorsal fin spines

· Seven or more dark stripes on the back

· Body is bluish above and silvery white below
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NOT REGULATED


	SNAPPERS OF THE SOUTH EAST REGION

	Blackfin

Rounded anal fin and no excessively large canine teeth

· Black spot at the base of the pectoral fin
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	Lane

Rounded anal fin and no excessively large canine teeth
· Round spot centered above the lateral line
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	Mahogany

Rounded anal fin and no excessively large canine teeth

· Round spot centered on the lateral line

· Head is indented above the eye

· Reddish tint on all fins
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	Cubera

Rounded anal fin and excessively large canine teeth

· Teeth on upper and lower jaw

· Straight edge on caudal fin 

· Generally larger than the gray snapper
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	Gray

Rounded anal fin and excessively large canine teeth

· Large canine teeth on upper jaw

· Red iris

· Commonly has a dark line from the snout to the dorsal fin
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	Dog

Rounded anal fin and excessively large canine teeth

· Large canine teeth on upper jaw

· Triangular white patch under eye
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	Schoolmaster

Rounded anal fin and excessively large canine teeth

· Eight pale bars

· Brownish colored body

· Large canine teeth on upper jaw
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	Mutton

Red in color with pointed anal fin

· Red iris

· Blue line under the eye

· Colors vary from red to green

· Black spot centered above the lateral line
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	Red

Red in color with pointed anal fin

· Red iris

· Red and very robust body 
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	Silk

Red in color with pointed anal fin

· Yellow iris

· Red body (more slender than the Red Snapper)
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	Queen

· Large eye

· Red body

· Extended caudal fin streamers
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	Vermilion
· Projecting lower jaw

· Body and fins are pale red

· Caudal fin has a shallow fork
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	Yellowtail

· Bright yellow stripe from snout to caudal fin

· Deeply forked tail
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	GROUPERS OF THE SOUTH EAST 

	
	Vessels with longline gear onboard may only possess:
· Snowy Grouper

· Warsaw Grouper (may not sell or trade)

· Yellowedge Grouper

· Misty Grouper

· Golden Tilefish

· Blueline Tilefish

· Sand Tilefish 


	GROUPERS OF THE SOUTH EAST REGION

	Black

· Squared caudal fin

· Dark rectangular blotches and bronze spots under eye
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	Gag

· Caudal, anal and pelvic fins are blackish

· Pale to dark worm-like markings
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	Scamp

· Yellow around mouth sometimes visible

· Elongated rays on upper and lower lobes of caudal fin
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	Red

· Body is reddish

· Color is blotched with poorly defined pale areas

· First dorsal fin is high with no notches between spines
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	Yellowfin

· Outer 1/3 of pectoral fin is yellow

· Body colors varies from gray to bright red

· Small dark spots are present on the body
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	Yellowmouth

· Inside corner of mouth is yellow

· Dorsal, pectoral, caudal and anal fins have a dull yellow edge

· Caudal fin has a shallow fork
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	Warsaw

· Second spine is highest

· Body is dark with no distinct markings
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	Speckled Hind

· Tan and brown with cream colored spots

· Pelvic fin is blackish towards the tip
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	Misty

· 8-9 dark bands

· 3 dark oblique bars on head sloping downward from eye

· Rear nostril is 3-4 times size of forward nostril
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	Tiger

· About 11 diagonal pale bars on upper body

· Rear edge of pectoral fin is yellowish

· Inside of mouth is orange
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	Coney

· 2 black spots on top of caudal peduncle and chin

· Caudal fin is rounded

· Body colors vary (often reddish to orange)

· Small blue spots always present on body
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	Rock Hind

· Tan to olive brown with dark reddish brown spots

· 1-3 dark rectangular saddles on back

· Saddle on caudal peduncle 
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	Red Hind

· Reddish brown body with dark red-brown spots

· Spots on belly are pure red and no larger than those above

· Outer edges of soft dorsal, caudal and anal fins are blackish
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	Graysby

· 4 black or white spots along base of dorsal fin

· Spots change color to contrast body color

· Body color ranges from pale ray to brown

· Rounded caudal fin

[image: image34.jpg]





	Snowy Grouper

· Dark margin on dorsal fin

· Dark gray body w/ faint white spots in vertical rows

· Dark saddle on caudal peduncle
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	Yellowedge Grouper

· Yellow iris

· Edges of pectoral, dorsal and anal fins are yellow
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	OTHER SPECIES IN REEF FISH COMPLEX

	Blueline Tilefish

· Dark lateral line

· Narrow gold stripe underlined in blue from tip of snout to eye
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	Golden Tilefish

· Prominent fleshy tab on the nape equal in height to dorsal fin

· Many yellow spots on upper body
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	Red Porgy

· Only porgy with a round rear nostril

· Head and body is silvery red with many tiny blue spots
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	Jolthead Porgy

· Silvery to brassy in color

· Blue line along lower rim of eye

· Corner of mouth is orange
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	Grass Porgy

· Blotches on body in 4 horizontal and 5 vertical rows

· Blotch at base of caudal fin forms a sideways "V"
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	Whitebone Porgy

· Bluish silver, blotched in color

· Blue lines above and below eye
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	Saucereye Porgy

· Often blotchy in color

· Blue line below eye

· Bluish blotch at base of pectoral fin 
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	Longspine Porgy

· Front dorsal fin spines are elongated

· Bony knob just before dorsal fin

· Nape is indented above eye
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	Queen trigger

· Bluish/orange chin and crest

· Bright blue and gold markings
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	Knobbed Porgy

· Deep body

· Very steep forward profile with a humped nape

· Blue spot at base of pectoral fin

· Cheek and snout have bronze spots
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	Ocean trigger
· Dark blotches at base of pectoral fin
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	Gray trigger

· Olive–gray in color

· Dark saddles on back
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	Margate

· Dark spot on each scale

· Blackish fins

· Pearly gray
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	Black Margate
· Deep body

· Wide dark band runs horizontally from spinous dorsal fin to belly
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	French Grunt

· Many yellow stripes (top 3 are straight, all others are oblique)

· Yellow fins
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	Smallmouth Grunt

· Grayish w/ 6 prominent yellow stripes and yellow fins

· Small mouth and short snout
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	Cottonwick

· Black stripe begins at base of spinous dorsal and extends to form a “V” on caudal fin
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	Sailors Choice

· Pearly gray to silver in color

· Dark spots on scales form oblique rows

· Pectoral fin is deeply scaled except rear edge
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	White Grunt

· Blue and yellow lines on head

· Scales have a light bluish spot
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	Blue Stripe Grunt

· Alternating blue and yellow stripes

· Dorsal and caudal fins are dusky
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	Porkfish

· Fins are yellow

· Blue to yellow horizontal stripes

· One black bar running from nape to lower jaw AND

· One black bar running from spinous dorsal toward base of pectoral fin
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	Bank Sea Bass

· 6-7 dark bars w/ dark blotches below

· No tabs on dorsal fin
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	Rock Sea Bass

· Olive-brown body w/ rusty spots on head

· Black saddle below and in dorsal fin 

· Long tabs on dorsal spines
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	Puddingwife

· Greenish in color

· 2 orange to yellow stripes from pectoral fin to belly

· Young will have dark saddles on body
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	Scup

· Dull silvery body w/ irregular bars and 12-15 dull stripes

· Small indenture above snout
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	Greater Amberjack

· Mostly brown with a yellow stripe along midside 

· Dark olive-brown stripe extends from snout through eye to dorsal fin

· 11-13 gill rakers / dorsal fin is short with 7 spines
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	Gillraker Identification

             Almaco                              Greater Amberjack

          Lesser Amberjack                   Banded Rudderfish                 
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	Lesser Amberjack

· Dark line from eye to spinous dorsal

· Eye is larger than the greater amberjack

· Often confused with the greater amberjack
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	Banded Rudderfish

· Dark line from eye to dorsal fin

· Six prominent bars on body
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	Almaco

· Front lobe of dorsal and anal fin is high and sickle shaped

· Dark stripe through the eye similar to a greater amberjack

· Body is deep and darkly colored

· Often confused with the greater amberjack

[image: image67.jpg]





	Yellow Jack

· Upper body areas are yellowish 

· Long arch in lateral line

· Long snout
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	Bar Jack

· Black stripe from soft dorsal across lower caudal fin

[image: image69.jpg]




	OTHER SPECIES IN SNAPPER/GROUPER COMPLEX (cont)

	Black Sea Bass

· Color varies from black to brown

· Short white tabs on tips of dorsal spines

· Upper and lower lobes of caudal fin have white edges
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	Wreckfish

· Rough head with bony surface above nape

· Strongly projecting lower jaw

· Rounded caudal fin has white edges

· Strongly compressed body

· Adults are dark brown
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	Blue Runner

· Spot on opercle (gill cover)

· Severe drop in lateral line 
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NOT REGULATED
	Tomtate

· Color ranges from pale to tan

· Bronze or yellow stripe from snout to caudal fin
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NOT REGULATED


	PROHIBITED SPECIES

	Striped Bass

· 7 to 8 dark lines running along body

· Center line is the longest
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	Goliath

· Rounded caudal fin

· Spiny dorsal fin has deep notches & is lower than soft dorsal

· Spotted with irregular bands
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	Nassau Grouper

· Black spots around eyes

· Third dorsal spine is the longest

· Black saddle on caudal peduncle
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	Red Drum

· Large single or multiple spots at base of caudal fin

· Elongated body that is bronze in color

· No chin barbels
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	COASTAL MIGRATORY PELAGIC

	King Mackerel

· Body is blue above and silvery below

· Significant drop in lateral line below second dorsal fin
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	Spanish Mackerel

· First dorsal fin is blackish

· Lateral line has a gradual slope

· Many large brassy spots on side above and below lateral line
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	Cero Mackerel

· First dorsal fin is blackish

· Lateral line slopes evenly downward

· Body has rows of short yellow-brown or brassy streaks on side
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	Dolphin

· Body color is green above and yellow below

· Deeply forked caudal fin

· Males have a blunt nape

· The nape of females will have a more gradual slope
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	Little Tunny

· Dorsal fins are connected at the base

· Spots on underside 

· Wavy dark bars on the back
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	Cobia

· 8 short spines

· Flattened head
· Dark stripe on side
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	SWORDFISH
	BLUEFISH

	· Large eye

· High dorsal fin does not fold

· Bill is broad and flat

· Only one caudal keel
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	· 2 spines in dorsal fin

[image: image85.jpg]


 

	BILLFISH OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC

	Blue Marlin

· Blue upper body and silvery undersides

· 2 caudal keels

· Dorsal, anal and pectoral fins are pointed

[image: image86.jpg]



	White Marlin

· Blue upper body and silvery undersides

· 2 caudal keels

· Dorsal, anal and pectoral fins are rounded 

[image: image87.jpg]




	Sailfish

· Blue upper body and silvery undersides

· 2 caudal keels

· The only billfish with a high sail-like dorsal fin 

· Rounded anal fin
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	Longbill Spearfish

· Blue upper body and silvery white undersides

· 2 caudal keels

· Dorsal, anal and pectoral fins are pointed

· Nape is not humped 

· Dorsal fin is high throughout and first lobe is pointed
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