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Marine Safety and Environmental Protection

SAFETY ALERT

WATERTIGHT INTEGRITY

The Coast Guard is currently investigating two recent sinkings, one involving an Offshore
Supply Vessel and one involving a commercial fishing vessel. Preliminary findings have
identified a breach in watertight integrity as a possible contributing factor to the both sinkings.
Although these investigations are not complete and acknowledging the fact that other factors
such as navigation error, human error, or equipment failure may have played a part in the
sinkings, the Eighth Coast Guard District believes it is imperative to alert the maritime public of
what we have already learned.

Both incidents involved progressive down flooding of the engine rooms and other below deck
compartments. Open engineroom deck doors may have caused the down flooding in both cases.
In the case of the OSV, the aft exhaust stack doors appeared to have been left open. Heavy
rainsqualls caused standing water on the aft deck, which entered the engine room through these
open doors. Additional water intruded through these open stack doors as the vessel rolled in
heavy seas. Progressive down flooding occurred. The situation on the OSV may have been
exacerbated when a crewmember opened the hallway door to the engine room, thus initiating
progressive flooding into many forward compartments. The vessel eventually capsized and sank.

The fishing vessel may have sunk in a similar fashion. A main deck door to the fish-processing
compartment may have been left open while fishing. This space provided open access to the
engine room trunk by way of the next compartment forward. It appears the door to that
compartment was also open. Heavy rains and pounding seas were a factor of this vessel sinking
also. Preliminary findings suggest that water intrusion into multiple below deck compartments
detrimentally changed the vessel’s stability. One possible theory is that the vessel lost stability,
rolled and didn’t recover, subsequently capsizing and sinking. The stability booklet for this
vessel required that these doors always remain shut.

COMPANIES ARE URGED TO REVIEW STABILITY BOOKLETS AND STABILITY
LETTERS, AND ENFORCE COMPANY POLICY TO PROHIBIT WATERTIGHT DOORS
FROM INTENTIONALLY BEING LEFT OPEN.

MARINERS ARE URGED TO KEEP WATERTIGHT DOORS CLOSED AT ALL TIMES
WHEN UNDERWAY. MARINERS MUST REMAIN VIGILANT TO THIS ISSUE....YOUR
LIFE DEPENDS ON IT.
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