SOUTHEAST TEXAS WATERWAYS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

MEETING OF July 12, 2007

A meeting of the Southeast Texas Waterways Advisory Council was held on January 24, 2007 at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in Port Arthur, TX.  The current SETWAC Charter is dated March 14, 1997.  Printed materials presented at the meeting are available for copying at the office of the Council’s Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jackie Rice, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit office, 2901 Turtle Creek Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.  Some of the meeting information is also available electronically through the Committee’s website (http://www.uscg.mil/d8/vts/portArthur/index.htm).

1. CALL TO ORDER

     The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am. 
2. REMARKS BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT-CAPT SPARKS
Captain Thomas Sparks welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He read briefly from a report from Secretary Chertoff regarding the events from the news recently. He discussed the importance of Homeland Security.  He stressed that everyone needs to continue the reports of any suspicious activities along our waterway.  

3. APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 11, 2007  MINUTES

A motion was made to approve the previous meetings minutes.

4. ATON REPORT-BM1 STEPHEN RIGLEY

BMCS Plumley introduced BM1 Matt Fonville, who will be replacing BM1 Steve Rigley. BM1 Fonville from Station Sabine gave an ATON status update.  He stated that the broken cutters and buoy tenders are back up and running and will be back in the area by the end of the month.  CGC Hatchett will be in the area in August and is taking care ATON discrepancies.   The WAMS has left the district office and is in HQ for approval.  He also stated that they are currently working with TXDOT to relocate Charlie Rear Range. 

5. WATERWAY MAINTENANCE UPDATE-CPT PATRICA CAMPBELL, ACOE

CPT Campbell gave an update on the following current projects:

FY 06 Port Arthur Canal/Junction Dredging
     Complete
PA 11 Shoreline Protection


     Complete
East Jetty Repair                                                         October 07-Tentative
FY07 Port Arthur Turning Basin and Junction Area Nov 07

CPT Campbell stated that the King Fisher completed the Port Arthur Canal dredging in June and the Luhr Brothers completed PA 11 Shoreline Protection in June.  The Jetty repair is still ongoing and the Luhr Brothers are awaiting rock from Wisconsin.  It is scheduled to be complete by October, but the contractor will most likely receive an extension due to weather delays in Wisconsin.  
Pine Bluff is currently dredging Taylor’s Bayou and should be complete within the week.  They will move back down into Junction Area and finish. They will then move up to the Turning Basin.  

Options for the Port of Port Arthur Docks, the Maritime Administration Fleet Basin, and boat slip will be executed. The scheduled completion of contract and all options is November.
CPT Campbell gave an update on the following upcoming projects:

Outer Bar & Bank 

Sabine Pass

Port Arthur Canal

CPT Campbell stated that the Outer Bar and Bank is scheduled to award in November.  The POC for the upcoming projects is Randy Reese from the Jefferson County Waterway & Navigation District.

CPT Campbell also went over the websites to view the channel survey.  She stated that the goal is to have every part of the waterway surveyed every six months.  The hydrographic survey data can be found at www.beams.swg.usace.army.mil.  This shows the most recent survey data based on stationing numbers.  The latest ortho maps (2004) are available at www.swg.usace.army.mil/OD/.   This shows the stationing data off of these maps to use in conjunction with the survey data.  Their survey technicians are working with outside companies trying to produce a more user friendly system to present survey data. Currently HQUSACE is developing a reporting system to replace the Notice to Navigation that is used Corps wide.

6. PORTS UPDATE-CLAYTON HENDERSON, JCWND
Clayton Henderson gave a presentation on the PORTS system. They are still working on the agreement between SNWND and NOAA and are very close to completing the agreement.  He stated that they are still on target for first quarter FY08. 
7. PORT WELFARE COMMITTEE UPDATE-FR. SINCLAIR OUBRE, APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA
Fr. Sinclair thanked SETWAC for forming the Port Welfare Committee.  He stated that they were looking for recommendations from SETWAC for members to chair the new sub-committee.  


             Fr. Sinclair gave an overview of the committee and their goal.  He stated that a growing issue 


among seafarers from the docks is communication.  SBC (ATT) are removing pay phones  


from the facilities, which cause a communication conflict for seafarers to contact their   

families. The Apostleship of the Sea of Lake Charles is working with some of their refineries 

to develop alternative methods of telephone access from the docks.  He stated that is may be a 

model that the Port Welfare committee could investigate as pay phones are being removed. 

He stated that the efficient and safe access to vessels by seafarer welfare agents, and the 

seafarer’s ability to access shore leave is important to the Port Welfare Committee.  Also, the 

development of a “best practice” procedure at the many facilities would be of great benefit to 

many stakeholders in our Southeast Texas Waterways.
8.  VESSEL REPAIR DOCK MODIFICATION-RON MOEBRE, VESSEL REPAIR
Mr. Ron Mobebre from Vessel Repair gave an overview of the permit for the dock modification.  The permit will include two phases of work to be completed.  Phase I is to hydraulically dredge 126,000 cubic yards to create a 40-foot draft berth and to install 3 breasting dolphins at 134 feet from the toe of the channel.  Phase II will involve the installation of 900-foot of steel bulkhead at 185 feet from the toe of the channel and place fill material into 1.19 acres of open water behind the bulkhead to reclaim land excavated in Phase I.  
9. NEW MEMBER ELECTIONS
The following members were nominated:
Tom Marian, Buffalo Marine

Primary for Barge Operating Companies

Edward Whitten, Chevron Pipe Line
Alternate Marine Terminals
10. OFFSHORE VTS EXPANSION-SCOTT WHALEN, VTS USCG
Scott Whalen gave an overview of the VTS PA extended offshore operations.  He stated that VTS PA will expand operations to include all ships transiting the Sabine Bank Channel to the Sabine Bank Buoy and the offshore safety fairway, which will also include vessels that do not have Sabine Pilots onboard.  
11. NEXT MEETING

The working group meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Wednesday, September 5, 2007 at 9:00 am.

The full committee meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at 9:00 am.
