SOUTHEAST TEXAS WATERWAYS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

MEETING OF MAY 18, 2006
A meeting of the Southeast Texas Waterways Advisory Council was held on May 18, 2006 at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in Port Arthur, TX.  The current SETWAC Charter is dated Marc 14, 1997.  Printed materials presented at the meeting are available for copying at the office of the Council’s Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jackie Rice, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit office, 2901 Turtle Creek Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.

1. CALL TO ORDER

     The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am.
2. REMARKS BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT OF PORT ARTHUR-CAPT RICHEY

Captain Richey expressed her thanks to everyone for their continued support with SETWAC and the various sub-committees.  Captain Richey stated that there would be a change of command on June 28, 2006 and Captain Tom Sparks would be the new Captain of the Port of Port Arthur.
3. REMARKS BY THE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN-MORRIS ALBRIGHT

Mr. Albright spoke of the reorganization of SETWAC and discussed how SETWAC will conduct business since the reorganization.  He stated that SETWAC voting members will have a working group meeting to plan for the full general membership meetings.  .  
4. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 22, 2006 MINUTES

A motion was made to approve the previous meetings minutes.

5. ATON REPORT-BM1 STEPHEN RIGLEY

Coast Guard Aids to Navigation Team, Sabine discussed the hurricane completed items and the Sabine Pass east jetty light.  Rear Range “F” is destroyed from Hurricane Rita is being rebuilt in the time frame of August or September.
6. WATERWAY MAINTENANCE UPDATE-FRANK GARCIA/VOLKER SCHMIDT

Frank Garcia with ACOE gave an overview of the Sabine-Neches Waterway operations and maintenance.  Mr. Garcia spoke about the repair areas and the bidding dates for Lower Neches River channel, Jetty repair, Pa 11 Shoreline protection,  and the outer bar and bank channel. 
7. HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE CONFERENCE UPDATE-MIKE MEASELLS

Mike Measells from MSU Port Arthur VTS gave an overview of the 8th Annual Harbor Safety Committee conference that was held April 26-28, 2006 in Washington, DC.  Mr. Measells discussed the various panels that were offered at the conference and listed the guest speakers of the conference.

8. MAPS-MICKEY LANDRY  

Mickey Landry with Valero gave an overview presentation on MAPS development for the Sabine-Neches Waterway users.  MAPS is a web-based communications and collaboration system for terminals, vessel operators, agents and other service providers.  Mr. Landry also discussed what MAPS could do for our waterway users, such as viewing wait queue at the Sea Buoy, real-time location of vessels, and activity at a terminal.  He also stated that there is a MAPS steering team, which includes Exxonmobil, Motiva, Total and Valero.  The present status of MAPS is in Phase 1 and the total cost of Phase 1 is $230,000 - $250,000, which is equally divided among the four refiners.  Phase 1 will consist of ship scheduling only and is expected to go live 3Q-4Q 2006.
9. SABINE PILOTS WEBSITE-CAPTAIN ELLEN WARNER

Captain Warner from Sabine Pilots gave an overview of the Sabine Pilots website.  The website has a link to VTOnline, which contains real time data such as incoming arrivals, inbound movements, outbound movements, harbor shifts, docked vessels and alerts.  
10. PORTS-ALAN BUNN

Alan Bunn from NOAA gave an overview of PORTS.   PORTS will provide current data, water levels, meteorological data, and salinity data.  The PORTS FY06 budget was cut in half, but the President’s FY07 budget includes restored PORTS funding.  Mr. Bunn also handed out a draft of the requirements assessment with the estimated costs for a Sabine-Neches waterway PORTS system.
11. CHARTER

A motion was made to approve the changes to the current Charter.  The following standing committees were added to the charter Vessel Traffic Management, Waterway Maintenance and Improvement and Waterway Security.
12. HURRICANE BRIEF-CAPT RICHEY

CAPT Richey gave a recap of the events before and after Hurricane Rita.  She went over the waterway reopening and the vessel draft restrictions following Hurricane Rita.  She also discussed the number of deep draft transits pre/during/post Hurricane Rita.  The COTP objective is to develop a Port Hurricane Plan and will get input/expertise from stakeholders.  She also stated that the COTP may establish exclusion zones as an attempt to mitigate repeat of wrecks during Hurricane Rita.  CAPT Richey also gave an explanation of the Port Conditions W, X, Y, Z.  
13. NEXT MEETING

The working group meeting to be held at MSU Port Arthur on Wednesday, August 9, 2006 at 9:00 am.

The full committee meeting to be held at MSU Port Arthur on Tuesday, August 22, 2006 at 9:00 am.

14. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 am.
