SOUTHEAST TEXAS WATERWAYS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

MEETING OF APRIL 11, 2007

A meeting of the Southeast Texas Waterways Advisory Council was held on January 24, 2007 at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in Port Arthur, TX.  The current SETWAC Charter is dated March 14, 1997.  Printed materials presented at the meeting are available for copying at the office of the Council’s Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jackie Rice, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit office, 2901 Turtle Creek Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.  Some of the meeting information is also available electronically through the Committee’s website (http://www.uscg.mil/d8/vts/portArthur/index.htm).

1. CALL TO ORDER

     The meeting was called to order at 9:46 am. 
2. REMARKS BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT-CAPT SPARKS
Captain Thomas Sparks welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He discussed the personnel changes in the unit.  Captain Sparks bid farewell to CDR Verne Gifford, who will be transferring to MSU Valdez, Alaska as the Commanding Officer.   He expressed his thanks to CDR Gifford for all of his hard work at the unit. He introduced CDR Randal Ogrydziak, who will be taking CDR Gifford’s place as the units XO.  CDR Ogrdziak was the units Chief of Response.  Captain Sparks also thanked CDR Robert Dubois, the Chief of Planning, for his service at the unit as he will be retiring from the Coast Guard after 20 years of service.  He welcomed LT Bryan Markland who will be replacing CDR Dubois as the Chief of Planning.  
He discussed the start of hurricane season and the projected forecast for this year.  He stated the importance of being prepared. 

He introduced the guest speaker, Kirk Richardson, Texas A & M, who gave a presentation on the LNG properties, history, and safety.  

3. APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 24, 2007  MINUTES

A motion was made to approve the previous meetings minutes.

4. ATON REPORT-BM1 STEPHEN RIGLEY

BM1 Rigley from Station Sabine gave an ATON status update.  CGC Hatchett will be in the area the first week in May to take care of any discrepancies.   He also stated that the CGC Heyborne will be out of commission until further notice.
5. WATERWAY MAINTENANCE UPDATE-CPT PATRICA CAMPBELL, ACOE

CPT Campbell gave an update on the following current projects:

Port Arthur Canal/Junction Dredging
 Will be completed in May
Lower Neches Dredging 

 Complete
PA 11 Shoreline Protection

 Jan 06-Aug 07

Jetty Repair                                               Feb 06-Aug 07

The King Fisher is currently doing the dredging at the Port Arthur Canal.  The dredge broke down and returned in early March.  Currently they are dredging the entrance channel to Port Arthur Turning Basin and the contractor is under liquidated damages.  
Lower Neches River dredging is complete and 2.5 million CY were removed.

PA 11 Shoreline Protection should be completed in August 07.  As of April 5th they have 30 of out 50 barges of rock placed so far.

Jetty Repair is still ongoing.  The contractors are still waiting for the delivery of rock.

CPT Campbell gave an update on the following upcoming projects:

Joint Resolution – allocated for $7.9M for 2007

Port Arthur Turning Basin and Junction Area     May 07-Dec 07

Port Arthur 07 job was awarded to Pine Bluff Sand and Gravel Company.  The dredge plans to show up 8 May.  Planning on exercising options for Maritime Administration Fleet basing and boat slips, but will not award until Pine Bluff on-site.

CPT Campbell referenced their website, http://beams.swg.usace,army.mil , to view channel surveys.  She also referenced www.swg.usace.army.mil/OD/NtoNav.asp, reports current channel depths, and www.swg.usace.army.mil/OD/, 2004 Ortho Data (deep draft).

6. PORTVISION UPDATE-GERRY BEMBERG, TOTAL
Mr. Gerry Bemberg gave a presentation on PortVision.  He stated that PortVision is scheduled to go live on April 27, 2007.  All authorized uses who have applied for use of the product will have user ID and passwords activated this date.  He stated that is recommended that authorized users attend one of the scheduled user conferences.  The users conferences are schedule din the John Gray Center at Lamar University in Beaumont on April 25 and 26 and if necessary they will hold an additional conference on April 27th.  There will also be a user conference in Houston scheduled on April 30 at TOTAL’s office in downtown Houston. Mr. Bemberg referenced PortVision’s website www.portvision.com for enrollment.  He also stated that Mr. Michael Landry, Information Coordinator for Port Vision Support, could be contacted at 713-678-7711.   
7. PORTS UPDATE-CLAYTON HENDERSON, JCND
Mr. Clayton Henderson gave a presentation on the PORTS system. He stated that CG approved for them to put sensors on the buoys.  They are still working on the agreement between JCWND and NOAA and are very close to completing the agreement.  He stated that they are still on target for first quarter FY08.  
8.  LIGHTING ON THE WATERWAY -CAPTAIN ELLEN WARNER, SABINE PILOTS
Captain Ellen Warner addressed the full committee about the lighting on the waterway.   She stated that with new docks and facilities expanding they are putting out lighting on the waterway.  She requested that the lighting at the facilities be turned back towards the shore line due difficult visibility at night.  Vessels operating up and down the waterway can not see the lights on the barges and tows.
9. WEST PORT ARTHUR BRIDGE REPAIRS/HIGHWAY 82 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT-MIKE MEASELLS, U.S. COAST GUARD
Mike Measells covered the bridge repairs currently going on in the area.  The fender repairs to West Port Arthur Bridge are expected to last 5 months.  He stated that shallow draft inland tow traffic, but not deep draft ship traffic will be affected.  At times the channel width h will be further reduced to 126’ to allow for the unloading of material barges.  He also stated that no work will be completed at night.

Mr. Measells stated that at this time we do not have much information on the Hwy 82 bridge repairs.  A range light will be situated during construction, but it will not affect our waterway.
10. PORT WELFARE COMMITTEE-CAPTAIN ELLEN WARNER, SABINE PILOTS
Captain Ellen Warner discussed the need for a forum to handle needs of the seafarers.  She addressed the committee to consider a permanent standing committee to assist the seafarers with transportation while in port, medical needs, assistance with communication to their families and also it will facilitate an easy transition with TWIC.   The committee voted to start up the Port Welfare Committee.
11. PORT HURRICANE PLAN-LT BRYAN MARKLAND, USCG
LT Bryan Markland discussed the Sabine-Neches Port Hurricane Plan.  He went over the COTP/CG objectives to the hurricane plan.  He stated that they will coordinate with industry to ensure the port is secured to the maximum extent possible prior to landfall and that the Coast Guard’s post-storm priority will be search and rescue.  They will coordinate with ACOE, NOAA, and industry for post-storm channel surveys to open waterway as soon as possible.  They will also coordinate with federal, state, local and industry partners to conduct salvage and environmental clean up operations.  
He also discussed the role of the Port Coordination Team, which exchanges information to help coordinate the closing/opening of the waterway.  The PCT worked well during previous waterway incidents and hurricanes.

Mr. Markland went discussed hurricane preparedness, port preparedness and the hurricane port conditions.  


He referenced HOMEPORT, www.homeport.uscg.mil, to view the current Port Hurricane Plan.

12. LNG PROPERTIES, HISTORY SAFETY-KIRK RICHARDSON, TEXAS A & M
Mr. Richardson from Texas A & M gave a presentation on the properties, characteristics and hazards of LNG.  
13. WATEWAY SECURITY-LT BRYAN MARKLAND, USCG
LT Bryan Markland discussed the Coast Guard role in LNG security.  He stated that the Coast Guard in the lead agency for Maritime Homeland Security and the goal is to have a safe and secure operation.  
Mr. Markland discussed the history of LNG and the LNG vessel safety.  There are currently over 200 LNG vessels operating worldwide, and another 100 under construction.  He gave an overview of the regulations for the specific requirements for the vessel’s design, construction, equipment and operation.  He also the vessel security precautions that were established post 9/11.
14. NEXT MEETING

The working group meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Wednesday, June 6, 2007 at 9:00 am.

The full committee meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Wednesday, June 27, 2007 at 9:00 am.
15. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am.
