SOUTHEAST TEXAS WATERWAYS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 22, 2006
A meeting of the Southeast Texas Waterways Advisory Council was held on February 22, 2006 at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in Port Arthur, TX.  The current SETWAC Charter is dated March 14, 1997.  Printed materials presented at the meeting are available for copying at the office of the Council’s Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jackie rice, USCG, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Office, 2901 Turtle Creek drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.  

1. CALL TO ORDER  

   The meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM.

   REMARKS BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT OF PORT ARTHUR-CAPT RICHEY
CAPT Richey thanked Mr. Morris Albright for his leadership and organization of SETWAC.   She stated how the committee is working towards reorganizing the committee and that there was still some work to do with the charter.  CAPT Richey stated how pleased she was with the reorganization and the direction SETWAC is headed.   She stated that her vision of SETWAC of being the cornerstone for all of the other security and safety committees.  CAPT Richey discussed the activity that has been going on with the Ports since the last meeting.  She stated that she has been working with the LNG companies on the waterway feasibility assessment.   CAPT Richey commented on the information and communications from VTS and watchstanders.  She also stated that the VTS was fully operational.
2.  REMARKS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN-MORRIS ALBRIGHT
    Mr. Morris Albright discussed that SETWAC is having a work sessions prior to the full committee 

    meetings to discuss the agenda and any issues that may be brought to the board.  Mr. Albright stated 

    that having the Managing Board work sessions was part of the reorganization of the committee.  

    H also stated that he wanted to make sure everyone knew their industry SETWAC representatives.  

    Mr.  Albright discussed that in the last work session the board worked on the Charter and that it was 
    going to be introduced and this meeting, but there are still some areas that need to be reviewed.  The 
    Charter will be voted on at the next full committee meeting.  
3.  APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 26, 2005 MINUTES
     A motion was made to approve the previous meeting’s minutes.  

4.  ATON REPORT-BM1 RUSTY MILLER
BM1 Rusty Miller from Coast Guard Aids to Navigation Team, Sabine introduced his replacement BM1 Stephen, Rigley.  BM1 Miller discussed hurricane completed items and Sabine Pass east jetty light.  The Sabine Pass east jetty light was to start construction in Jan/Feb, but due to the time change the construction has been delayed to the closest bid of 9 March.  BM1 Miller stated that he was told that between mid to end of March the jetty lights should be put back out.  
Rear Range ‘F” is still destroyed and they are looking at a time frame of August or September before it is rebuilt.  BM1 Miller mentioned that Rear Range “F” went out for contract on  

9 February.  They are bidding on the following hurricane jobs:  1 in Sabine, 1 in Calcasieu, and 2 in Mermentau.   BM1 Miller stated that 97.2% of their aids were functioning properly and they do have a CG Cutter that is working to complete the Calcasieu area.  One of the projects they have coming up is TXDOT for the damage to the Sabine Causeway Bridge due to the hurricane where 1 of the ranges is located.  They are currently waiting for the meetings to come through to decide where they are going to have to put the range.  BM1 Miller discussed that they have a Waterway Study coming up for Port Arthur Canal, Sabine-Neches Canal, Neches River Beaumont, and Sabine River Orange, Texas.  He stated that this is a chance for all the waterway users to give them feedback on any additional private or federal aids that are needed or to be taken away.  BM1 Miller had questionnaires for everyone at the end of the meeting to give everyone idea of what is going to be mailed to the waterway users.  He stated that he would be working with CAPT Richey’s staff to get mailing list of all waterway users in this area.  Any changes that the users want made it is important to the information back to them because this would be the only way he could justify the changes.

5.  PORTS SYSTEM-CLAYTON HENDERSON
    Clayton Henderson gave an overview of what PORTS is and why their doing it. The PORTS system  

    is a tool that provides real-time environmental observations, forecasts and other geospatial 
    information.  It also provides accurate real-time oceanographic information, tailored to the specific 
   needs of the local community. Mr. Henderson provided study information released by the NOAA 

   showing the economic benefits for having a PORTS system.  He also stated that in June 2005 they 
   applied for a port security grant and in September 2005 they received the grant funding in the amount 
   of $616,000. 
6.  ACOE-FRANK GARCIA/VOLKER SCHMIDT
    Frank Garcia from the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers gave an update on the Port Arthur Canal 

    dredging contract.  Mr. Garcia stated that it is 20% complete.
     Volker Schmidt from the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers gave an update on the feasibility study. 

      Mr. Schmidt stated that the reason the study has been taking so long is due to them dealing with 2   

     different agencies.  The 2 agencies are State and Federal in Texas and Louisiana.  They should be

     prepared for construction in 2008.

7.  VTS UPDATE-MIKE/MEASELLS/SCOTT WHALEN
Mike Measells the Director VTS of Port Arthur announced that the VTS as fully operational as of February 21, 2006.  The VTS will start communications with all traffic on the waterways.  He also stated that the VTS has hired/trained 29 personnel.

Scott Whalen the Training Coordinator for VTS Port Arthur gave a brief overview of the VTS mission and services.  He also discussed the area of responsibility (AOR) for VTS Port Arthur.  Mr. Whalen discussed the methods of accomplishments for the VTS watchstanders; monitor, inform, recommend, and direct.
8.  HURRICANE BRIEF-CAPT ELLEN WARNER
Captain Warner gave a brief of the events leading to the landfall of Hurricane Rita and the events after landfall.  She gave an overview on vessel movements before and after the hurricane.  She also discussed getting hurricane plans together for next hurricane season and she also stressed the importantence of communication during/after the hurricane.    
9.  NEXT MEETING
   The next working group meeting will be held at MSO Port Arthur on Wednesday, May 4, 2006 at     

     9:00 AM.

The next full committee meeting will be held at MSO Port Arthur on Thursday, May 18, 2006 at 9:00 AM.

 10.  ADJOURNMENT

       The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 AM.
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