SOUTHEAST TEXAS WATERWAYS ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES

A meeting of the Southeast Texas Waterways Advisory Council was held on December 20, 2007 at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in Port Arthur, TX.  The current SETWAC Charter is dated March 14, 1997.  Printed materials presented at the meeting are available for copying at the office of the Council’s Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jackie Rice, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit office, 2901 Turtle Creek Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.  Some of the meeting information is also available electronically through the Committee’s website (http://wwwdev.uscg.mil/d8/vtsportArthur).

1. CALL TO ORDER

     The meeting was called to order at 9:11 am. 
2. REMARKS BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT-CAPT SPARKS
Capt Sparks thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He discussed TWIC and the importance of enrolling.  He stated that they have been receiving favorable reports about TWIC enrollment.  
3. APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 2, 2007  MINUTES

A motion was made to approve the previous meetings minutes.

4. ATON REPORT-BM1 MATT FONVILLE, STATION SABINE
BM1 Fonville gave a brief on the ATON status on the waterway.  Q Rear Range is going to be rebuilt and relocated.  They are waiting on work orders from district for the removal of Neches buoy 5, Sabine-Neches buoy 73 and 74, and Conway Bayou danger buoy. They will be working with the Sabine Pilots to establish a turning light or buoy for the new LNG terminal.
5. WATERWAY MAINTENANCE UPDATE-CPT PATRICA CAMPBELL, ACOE

CPT Campbell gave an update on the following current projects:

· FY07 Port Arthur Turning Basin and Junction Area - Dredge Marion completed all work on 15 December. 
· East Jetty Repair- Contractor is placing core stone on the east toe of the east jetty from Sta. 249+50 northward.  The current completion date is 11 Feb 08.
CPT Campbell gave an update on the following upcoming projects:

· Outer Bar & Bank – Awarded to B & B Dredging.  Pre-construction conference held on 18 Dec 07 and Hopper Dredge plans to start work after the holidays.
· Sabine Pass – Bid opening is scheduled for 3 Jan 08.
· PA 9A & 9B Levee Construction – Bid opening is scheduled for 8 Jan 08.
· Port Arthur Junction Area, Turning Basin – Bid opening is scheduled for 8 May 08.

CPT Campbell gave on overview on the websites to view channel survey information.  The hydrographic survey data can be found at www.beams.swg.usace.army.mil.  This shows the most recent survey data based on stationing numbers.  The latest ortho data (2004) can be found at www.swg.usace.army.mil/OD/.   
6. ABANDONED & DERELICT VESSEL SUB-COMMITTEE-MIKE MEASELLS, VTS
The committee held its first meeting on November 28th.  The committee has cataloged and categorized the abandoned/derelict vessels on the waterway.  They decided to focus on the most at risk vessels on the waterway first.  They will hold another meeting in mid January to prioritize a list of 10-12 vessels to work on.   Mr. Measells show pictures of some of the vessels on the waterway.
7. AIS 101-MIKE MEASELLS, VTS

Mr. Measells gave an overview of the interpretation of AIS data.  Mr. Measells showed a playback of the incident in San Francisco to explain the different data as it is shown on the AIS screen.
8. PROPOSED REGULATED/RESTRICTED BUNKERING AREAS-MIKE MEASELLS, VTS
Mr. Measells went over the following restricted bunkering areas on the waterway:  
Pabtex Coke Dock

Valero Docks

Port of Port Arthur, docks #1 and #2

Neches Industrial Park 

Bunkering vessels in these areas are notified by VTS that they are in a restricted bunkering area and they are to monitor VHF channel 13 and the appropriate VTS frequency (either 01A or 65A).

The VTS will coordinate with the Sabine Pilots.  If passing ship traffic requires the bunkering vessels to move, they will receive a minimum of 1 hour notice.  The bunkering operations can resume when traffic passes.
9. LNG VESSEL MANAGEMENT AND TRANSIT PLAN-LT BRYAN MARKLAND, 

USCG
A draft of the Coast Guard LNG Vessel Management and Transit Plan was handed out. He gave an overview of the Coast Guard’s operations with LNG vessels. LT Markland stated that the first LNG ship is expected in mid February at the Cheniere Facility.  
10. PORTS UPDATE-CLAYTON HENDERSON, SNND

The February deadline is still on target. The grant is still in a bit of a delay.  The SNND and board have agreed to front the first $90K of the project so they can get Buoy 34 up and Texas Point communication station.  These points are needed to be ready for the LNG vessels. The equipment is scheduled to arrive soon and it will take about 1 week to install and 1 week to test.  The system should be completely up and running by March/April timeframe.
11. PORT WELFARE SUB-COMMITTEE-FR. OUBRE, APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA

Fr. Oubre discussed some of the concerns of the Port Welfare Sub-Committee.  He stated that in the past year that they have received reports that pay phones are being removed from a number of the local area docks.  The removal of the pay phones is causing a hardship for the seafarers.  Some type of communication for the seafarers is needed at the docks.  In the upcoming months the committee plans to develop a best practice program to aid the seafarers with phone communication at the docks.

12. PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE PORT- CAPT JACQUELYN POLDER, CDC 

Capt Polder gave a brief on the CDC’s mission and authority at ports of entry.  An overview was given on the functions of the CDC Quarantine stations and their response to reports of illnesses on ships, aircrafts and at land border crossings. The inspections of animals, cargo, and hand carried items and emergency planning and preparedness.  Contact information was provided for CDC Quarantine stations around the country.  She also define the characteristics of ill travelers, as defined by the Federal Regulations and the action steps and reporting requirements for responding to an ill traveler.  
13. NEW MEMBER ELECTIONS

The following members were nominated:

Capt Arip Ismail, AET

Alternate Ship Operating Companies

Juan Quinones, Port Director
U.S. Customs
14. NEXT MEETING

The working group meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Thursday, March 6, 2008 at 9:00 am.

The full committee meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 9:00 am.
