SOUTHEAST TEXAS WATERWAYS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

MEETING OF OCTOBER 2, 2007

A meeting of the Southeast Texas Waterways Advisory Council was held on January 24, 2007 at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in Port Arthur, TX.  The current SETWAC Charter is dated March 14, 1997.  Printed materials presented at the meeting are available for copying at the office of the Council’s Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jackie Rice, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit office, 2901 Turtle Creek Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.  Some of the meeting information is also available electronically through the Committee’s website (http://www.uscg.mil/d8/vts/portArthur/index.htm).

1. CALL TO ORDER

     The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am. 
2. REMARKS BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT-CAPT SPARKS
CAPT Sparks welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He discussed the affects of Hurricane Humberto.  He stated that we did not have enough time to prepare not expecting the tropical storm to turn into a hurricane.  He stated due to emergency generators the VTS never went down.  He commended the VTS for a great job advising the mariners on the waterway what needed to be done and where to go prior to the landfall of Humberto.  He also thanked the ACOE for a job well done.  The next day they were out surveying the waterway and within 36 hours they had the ship channel survey completed and we were back up to pre-hurricane operations.  The CAPT thanked BMCS Dan Plumley, ATON Station Sabine for their hard work at replacing the aides.  They had a three page list of discrepancies that were taken care of.   He stated that overall we handled a category 1 hurricane very well.
He discussed that the Port of Port Arthur is the 2nd military out load port.  This has just happened over the course of the last 2-3 weeks.  The army is exploring the possibility of using the Port of Port Arthur as an operational overflow military out load port for the Port of Beaumont. The initial estimate on the number of times per year that the Port of Port Arthur will be used is from 1-3 times a quarter.  There will not be a need to use the Port of Port Arthur unless the Port of Beaumont is unavailable for a military out load ship.  He also stated that the Coast Guard will provide port security for both ports.
3. APPROVAL OF THE JULY 12, 2007  MINUTES

A motion was made to approve the previous meetings minutes.

4. ATON REPORT-BMCS DAN PLUMLEY,ATON STATION SABINE
BMCS Plumley from Station Sabine gave an ATON status update.  Due to Hurricane Humberto they had 50 discrepancies and 40 were corrected within 2 days.  The 1st WAMS project has been received to remove 50A/50B and replace with a light.  This should be completed the week of 15 October, when the CGC Hatchet will be in the area.  The CGC Hatchet will remove the wreckage from Mike and it will not be rebuilt in its original location, but will be relocated on land at Humble Island.  They are currently working on a permits and lease agreements.  ANT will rebuild as soon as the range design is complete.  As of today, on Fox RR they only one set of range boards to replace and will be complete by Thursday.   
5. WATERWAY MAINTENANCE UPDATE-CPT PATRICA CAMPBELL, ACOE

CPT Campbell gave an update on the following current projects:

FY07 Port Arthur Turning Basin
12 Nov 07

 and Junction Area (Pine Bluff)

East Jetty Repair (Luhr Bros)

11 Feb 08


CPT Campbell stated that the Dredge Marion finished work at Taylors Bayou Turning Basin on Sunday, September 23rd.  They currently are doing permit work for Motiva and Total before starting the Maritime job around October 7th.  As of September 20th, the contractor unloaded and stockpiled about 20,700 tons of cover stone at KCS yard.  The stone placement at the Jetty should start mid October.  
CPT Campbell gave an update on the following upcoming projects:

Outer Bar & Bank 


Bid opening 24 Oct 07
Sabine Pass



Bid opening Jan 08
Port Arthur Junction Area,

Bid opening May 08
Turning Basin

CPT Campbell also gave an overview of the websites available from ACOE to view the channel surveys.  The waterway is surveyed every six months, and surveys are taken more frequently in high shoal areas.  The latest data is posted, but if not contact ACOE.  The hydrographic survey data can be found at www.beams.sug.usace.army.mil/surveys.html.  This shows the most recent survey data based on stationing numbers.  The latest ortho maps (2004) are available at www.sg.usace.army.mil/OD/.  This shows the stationing data off of these maps to use in conjunction with the survey data.   
CPT Campbell stated that Tim Updike, ACOE survey technician, is working with Caris to develop a user friendly system. They are envisioning a system that is based on the electronic navigation charts.  They also intend to incorporate the Coast Guard navigation aids on the new system as well as channel stationing.
6. MOORING STRESS-TOM MARIAN, BUFFALO MARINE

Tom Marian gave a presentation on analysis of mooring breakaways that was conducted in Houston.  The mooring breakaway analysis focuses on several factors, such as vessel velocity, vessel proximity, current velocity, channel/berth depths, channel sides (hydrodynamic dampening), and snap loading due to slack lines.  He also showed models of passing vessel impacts on berthed vessels and ship generated hydrodynamics.
7. LNG TRAINING-CAPTAIN ELLEN WARNER, SABINE PILOTS

Captain Warner gave an overview of the LNG training she received while at MITAGS. 
8.  PORTS UPDATE-CLAYTON HENDERSON, SNND
Clayton Henderson from Sabine-Neches Navigation District gave an update on the PORTS.  The NOAA agreement was restructured to align SNND with DNR (NOAA contractor) to acquire equipment, install sensors, and calibrate sensors.  Installation will begin in October 07.  The primary focus will be on Buoy 34 and Texas Point Shore station and these stations will be operational before Feb 08.  Installing these will maintain their timeline for first LNG vessels in Feb 08. He stated that the final result it will be NOAA sponsored, SNND owned array of sensors performing to NOAA standards and processed through NOAA CORMS. 
9. PORT WELFARE COMMITTEE UPDATE-CAPTAIN ELLEN WARNER
Captain Warner gave an overview of the meeting that was held in September.  At the sub-committee meeting they discussed the pay phones being removed from the docks at numerous facilities.  The Apostleship of the Sea in Lake Charles is working with some of the refinery docks to develop a best practice for re-establishing phone communication on the docks.  
They also discussed the concerns about ship wait time for being cleared by Customs & Border Protection.
10. ROUND 7 SUPPLEMENTAL PORT SECURITY GRANTS-BOB STEGALL, USCG
Bob Stegall gave an overview of the current security grants.   He discussed the funding allocation, the concept of operations and the Management/Mitigation and business continuity plan.  
11. ABANDONED & DERELICT VESSEL COMMITTEE-MIKE MEASELLS, USCG
Mike Measells address the committee about establishing a new sub-committee that would focus on cleaning up the abandoned vessels, wrecks, and debris along the Sabine-Neches waterway.  The committee would be chaired by Mr. Measells.   He gave an overview of the process and the following sub-committee functions:

· Identification, cataloging, and maintaining files of objects to be removed from the waterway.
· Determination of responsible agencies and/or parties.

· Coordination with the responsible agencies and/or to facilitate removal.

· Monitoring of progress and reporting regularly to SETWC.

· Recommendations to SETWAC for action (local, state, federal efforts for priorities, funding, lobbying public support, etc).

12. NEW MEMBER ELECTIONS
The following members were nominated:

Ann Justice, Sunoco Logistics

Primary Marine Terminals

Bob Acker, West Gulf Maritime

Alternate Organized Labor

13. AWARDS

Richard Whitmire and Tim Updike from the Army Corps of Engineers were presented the Coast Guard Certificate of Merit.
14. NEXT MEETING

The working group meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Thursday, December 6, 2007 at 9:00 am.

The full committee meeting will be held at MSU Port Arthur on Thursday, December 20, 2007 at 9:00 am.
