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Press Release
	OPERATION PORT SHIELD;

LOCAL MARINE SAFETY OFFICE ENFORCES NEW MARITIME SAFETY ACT

	Corpus Christi, Texas – Coast Guard personnel in Corpus Christi are ensuring that an important maritime safety act is enforced by Thursday.
On Thursday, under the U.S. Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA) and the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code, a suite of U.S. maritime and international security requirements will take full effect.
Operation Port Shield, which is focused on the implementation and enforcement of these requirements started on June 15 and will continue through July 1, 2005. 
As part of Operation Port Shield, the Coast Guard will be checking the compliance of facilities and vessels calling on U.S. ports. The Coast Guard understands and is making every effort to find the appropriate balance between security and the free flow of commerce. The Coast Guard will ensure that foreign vessels calling in U.S. ports are secure and in full compliance with the ISPS Code, a code of new international security regulations. The Coast Guard will board every foreign-flagged vessel on its first visit to the United States on or after Thursday unless a verification examination to confirm implementation of international requirements has already been completed.  Foreign-flagged vessels that do not fully comply with the ISPS Code will be denied entry to the United States.  Additionally, vessels arriving in the United States from ports in non-compliant countries will be subject to a series of graduated and increasingly severe restrictive actions to ensure they do not pose a security risk.  Eventually, these actions are expected to encourage countries to comply by utilizing the competitive pressures of the marketplace. 

Nationally, the Coast Guard has reviewed more than 12,300 vessel and facility security plans. 164 owners and/or operators nationwide have received a notice of violation with civil penalties for missing submission deadlines or other planning deficiencies. The MTSA allows for civil penalties of up to $25,000 per violation. The Coast Guard may require facility or vessel operators to implement additional security measures, limit the operations of the vessel or facility or shut down the operations entirely. 
To prepare industry for these new security requirements, the Coast Guard informed every facility or vessel owner who must meet the requirements of MTSA through the Federal Register, public hearings and town hall meetings, as well as individual phone calls and personal contacts. 
In order to help members of industry come into compliance with the new requirements, the Transportation Security Administration runs a Port Security Grant program and has distributed $516 million to date nationwide, with $50 million more pending review.
Community involvement in this port security effort cannot be over emphasized and any suspicious activity should be reported to the Coast Guard’s National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  Securing our ports and waterways is a collaborative effort that includes the maritime industry, local governments, private citizens and the international community.

Due to security requirements, the Coast Guard does not make public the names or indicate the types of vessels or facilities that are not compliant with the MTSA.
Each port has identified their vulnerabilities and has developed plans for a coordinated response to a variety of scenarios. Each vessel and facility has reviewed access control, hardened their facility or vessel security measures and included provisions for continuous improvements. Advance planning and layers of security are the key elements of these measures that have increased security in our ports.
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