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Press Release
	U.S. COAST GUARD MARINE SAFETY OFFICE CORPUS CHRISTI           CHANGE OF COMMAND AND RETIREMENT CEREMONY

	Corpus Christi, Texas – A change of command ceremony is scheduled for the Commanding Officer of the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office at the Corpus Christi Town Club in Corpus Christi, TX.,Wednesday, June 23 at 10:00 a.m.

During the change of command ceremony, Captain Lincoln D. Stroh, will assume the responsibilities from Captain William J. Wagner III as the U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port and Commanding Officer, Marine Safety Office Corpus Christi, TX.

Captain Wagner, the Captain of the Port for the last four years, will relinquish his command and retire after more than 26 years of service. Captain Wagner is a native of Huntington, New York, and a 1978 graduate of the Coast Guard Academy, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Ocean Engineering.  In 1985 he graduated from the University of Michigan with a Master of Science degree in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, and a Master of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering.  

Captain Wagner is a Registered Professional Engineer in the state of Virginia.  After an initial tour as an engineer aboard the Coast Guard Cutter HAMILTON, Captain Wagner served in the marine safety field, including assignments to the Marine Inspection Office in New York, NY, the Marine Safety Center in Washington DC, the Marine Safety Office in Tampa, FL, Merchant Marine Industry Training, and the Marine Technical and Hazardous Materials Division in Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington DC.  In 1991 he was assigned to the Office of Personnel and Training in Coast Guard Headquarters where he served as Assignment Officer for the Marine Safety Program.  He served as Executive Officer at Marine Safety Office Tampa until 1997, and as Commanding Officer of Marine Safety Office Louisville, KY until June 2000.

The change of command ceremony is a time-honored event preserved by the rich heritage of naval tradition. It is a custom that is formal and impressive, and designed to strengthen the respect for authority, which is vital to any military organization.
The media is invited to attend and is requested to arrive 30 minutes early. A space has been reserved for media personnel, and a reception will immediately follow the ceremony. For security purposes, media wishing to attend should contact Ensign Jay Michalczak at (361) 888-3162 Ext. 313 or jmichalczak@msocorpuschristi.uscg.mil to RSVP no later than June 18, 2004.
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