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U.S. Coast Guard
Marine Safety Office Tampa

Welcoming Remarks

E USCG MSO Tampa Contact Info:

— LT Scott Muller

— Chief Response Dept.

— Senior Investigation Officer
E155 Columbia Dr.
ETampa, FL 33547
E(813) 228-2193 X8150
E(F) 228-2399 Attn: Response Dept.
EE-mail: smuller@msotampa.uscg.mil
EUnit's Web page:

— http://www.uscg.mil/mso-tampa/index.htmi




Opening Remarks

E Purpose of Meeting:
— Promote Commercial Parasail Safety:

— Provide an opportunity for the CG and Parasail Industry to meet,
partnership and share safety recommendations. Meeting
Objectives:

— For the CG to share;
E |ts role in commercial parasail vessels,
B Marine Casualty Stats and Lessons Learned,
® Encourage best practices.

— Allow parasail industry participants the opportunity to voice
concerns, observations and safety recommendations.

— For all participants to gain further insight on safety
recommendations and best practices.

— Identify key issues and safety recommendations/ initiatives as they
relate to the parasailing industry and its safety.

B House Keeping
— (breaks, restrooms, refreshments)

Agenda

Welcoming Remarks

Opening Remarks:
—  Purpose of Meeting:
—  Meeting Objectives:
— House Keeping:

MSO Tampa’s Presentations:
— CG’s Role/ Involvement with Commercial Parasail Vessels:
— CG HQ & MSO Tampa Analysis of Parasail Vessel Marine Casualties
— MSO Tampa Lessons Learned and Safety Recommendations
— MSO Tampa Voluntary Parasail Vessel Inspection Program
—  Solicitation of volunteers for Program Developmental Team

General Safety Discussion:
— Participants can present their concerns, observations and or safety
initiatives in relation to the parasail industry and its safety.

—  Capture/ document a list of concerns, observations and/ or safety
initiatives identified during the safety discussion.
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U.S. Coast Guard Involvement with
Commercial Parasail Vessels:

B There are no Federal Reqgulations that specifically pertain to the
operation or equipment of commercial parasail vessels.

B U.S. Coast Guard’s involvement with Commercial Parasail Vessels is
related to commercial passenger vessel requlations.

B There are two types of commercial passenger vessels in the parasail
industry:

E (Inspected) Small Passenger Vessels: Subchapter T:
— More than 6 Pass-for-Hire.
— Annually inspected by the Coast Guard

— carries as many passengers as the certificate of inspection
allows.

E Un-inspected Passenger Vessels: Subchapter C
— Less than 6 passengers for hire. (6-packs)
— Most parasailing vessels are in this category.

— These regulations state only basic vessel and passenger
operating and safety equipment requirements.

CG Licensing Requirements

B While underway with passengers, a commercial vessel
must be under the direction and control of a CG
Licensed Master or OUPV.

E Note:

— These CG Licenses do not require the applicant to
demonstrate any formal training or experience for
parasail operations in particular.

— If a CG Licensed operator is negligent in their
operations, to promote marine safety, the CG can
take Administrative Action against their license,
(Suspension and/or Revocation)




Crewmember Druqg Testing Requirements

I 46 CFR Part 16:

B Marine employers must establish dangerous drugs
testing programs for all their crewmembers. This
includes Pre-employment, random and post serious
marine casualty testing.

B Crewmembers subject to chemical drug testing
requirements include those persons who:

— are required by law or regulation to hold a CG
License in order to perform their duties,

— perform duties and functions directly related to the
safe operation of the vessel <parasail vsl
deckhand>; or,

— are specifically assigned the duties of warning,
mustering, assembling, assisting, or controlling the
movement of passengers during emergencies.

Marine Casualty Reporting Reguirements

B (46 CFR Part 4: Marine Casualty Investigations)

E A commercial vessel is subject to Marine Casualty
Reporting Requirements and to a CG Marine Casualty
Investigation.

B Regulations in 46 CFR Subpart 4.05 require the owner
or operator of an inspected or Un-Inspected U.S. flagged
passenger vessel to report any marine casualty or
accident.




Marine Casualty is;:

A marine casualty for a commercial vessel is an accident or event that involves:

An unintended grounding or allision of a bridge, or;

An intended grounding or allision of a bridge that creates a hazard to
navigation, environment, or the safety of the vessel, or;

A loss of main propulsion, primary steering, or associated control system that
reduces the maneuverability of the vessel, or;

An occurrence materially and adversely affecting the vessel’'s
seaworthiness or fitness for service or route, including but not limited
to fire, flooding, failure or damage to fixed fire-extinguishing systems,
lifesaving equipment, auxiliary power generating equipment or bilge pumping
systems, or;

A loss of life, or;

An injury that requires professional medical treatment (beyond first aid)
and if the person is engaged or employed on board a vessel in
commercial service that renders the individual unfit to perform routine
duties, or;

An occurrence causing property damage in excess of $25,000 which includes
the cost of labor and material to restore the property to its condition before the
occurrence but not including salvage cleaning, gas-freeing, dry-docking or
demurrage.

Purpose of a Marine Casualty Investigations

46 CFR Subpart 4.07:--Investigations; pertinent parts

(b) The investigations of marine casualties and accidents and the
determinations made are for the purpose of taking appropriate
measures for promoting safety of life and property at sea, and are not
intended to fix civil or criminal responsibility.

(c) The investigation will determine as closely as possible:
— (1) The cause of the accident;

—  (2) Whether there is evidence that any failure of material (either
physical or design) was involved or contributed to the casualty, so
that proper recommendations for the prevention of the recurrence
of similar casualties may be made;

—  (3) Whether there is evidence that any act of misconduct,
inattention to duty, negligence or willful violation of the law on the
part of any licensed or certificated person contributed to the
casualty, so that appropriate proceedings against the license or
certificate of such person may be recommended and taken under
46 U.S.C. 6301,

—  (4) Whether there is evidence that any Coast Guard personnel
or any representative or employee of any other government
agency or any other person caused or contributed to the cause of
the casualty; ....




Marine Casualty Reporting to the CG.

E Immediately Notification to the nearest Marine
Safety Office.

E A written report of the Marine Casualty on CG
Form- 2692 shall be submitted to the CG within
5 days of the occurrence.

E When in doubt, ASK the CG!!!I
— we are here to help!!!

Lesson’s Learned from MSO Tampa’'s
Parasail Marine Casualties

E In the last 10 years, MSO Tampa has
investigated about 24 separate marine
casualties involving parasail vessels.

E The following is a list of Lesson’s Learned
identified during those Marine Casualty
Investigations.

E They can be divided in two basic categories:

— Operational

®E Manuals, Logbooks, training and op. procedures.
— Equipment

B Parasail Equipment safety enhancements.




Lesson’s Learned from MSO Tampa’s
Parasail Marine Casualties

E Operational:
E Maintain (on board the vessel) all appropriate:

— Manufacturer instructions and manuals.

— Evidence that the Parasail Equipment has
been properly annually inspected and
serviced.

— Maintain a parasail daily logbook.

Lesson’s Learned from MSO Tampa’'s
Parasail Marine Casualties

E Operational:

— Maintain a daily weather logbook
— Logbook, of crew training

— Companies training policies and procedures.

— Operating parameters and policy of their
parasail operations. (ex- Operational distances
off shore)

— Emergency procedures...




Lesson’s Learned from MSO Tampa’'s
Parasail Marine Casualties

E Equipment:
— VHF radio.
— Weight Scale for passenger weight.
— Towlines to be fitted with chaffing devises.
— Adequate stowage for equipment.

— “Override controls” on the towline/ yoke knot.
The parasail line should always be properly
secured to the winch spool.

Lesson’s Learned from MSO Tampa’s
Parasail Marine Casualties

E Equipment:

— “Override controls” on the towline/ yoke knot.
The parasail line should always be properly
secured to the winch spool.

— Line Indicators to warn the line is near its
end...

— Auxiliary means of power for emergency
operations.




Parasail Industry and

Local Gov. Efforts/ Initiatives

E Parasailing Regulations:

— The Coast Guard does not regulate the actual
parasailing activity.

— Local city or town ordinances.

Parasail Industry and
Local Gov. Efforts/ Initiatives

Industry Safety Groups:

Parasail Safety Council (PSC)
— http://www.parasail.org/psc directory.htm

Professional Association of Parasail Operators
(PAPO)

— http://www.teampapo.orq.

PASA




Parasail Industry and Local Gov. Efforts/ Initiatives:

B State of Florida; Senator Sebesta:

E “if the parasail industry does not show
signs of self-reqgulation, | will do it for them
by passing State Requlations.”

® When asked how long the industry has
show they have self regulated, he
indicated “90 days.”

MSO Tampa: Local, Non-Requlatory Efforts
to promote Parasail Vessel Safety:

B MSO Tampa is taking local, non-regulatory
efforts, in partnership with the Parasailing
Industry to help promote parasailing
vessel safety by:

— Sharing lessons learned

— Developing safety recommendations, best
practices and guidance for safe parasail
operations.

— MSO Tampa'’s intention to create a Voluntary
Parasail Vessel Inspection Program.

10



MSO Tampa
Voluntary Parasail Vessel Inspection Program

E Similar to the un-inspected (6-pack) voluntary
inspection programs already established in
various MSO'’s.

E Recognize parasail vessels that follow and
operate under various “established best
practices.”

— “Seal of Safety” sticker and a certificate.
E Volunteer Program Developmental Team.

E |t is anticipated that program requirements they
will be focused on basic Human Factor,
Operational and prudent seamanship items.

Parasail Safety Discussion

Facilitated By:

John Stevely
Florida Sea Grant
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Participants

McCulloh & Associates L.C.

Xtreme Team USA

PAPO

Beach Management Services, Inc.

Captain Marivin's Watersports Inc.

Flying High Inc./Capt dans

International Parasail Boats

Island Watersports, Inc

KeyCat Total Watersports

Parasail City

Royal Caribbean Cruses, LTA

Sky Tours, Inc.

St. Pete Parasail Inc.
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