Post Casualty Drug Testing Requirements

Meeting Federal chemical testing requirements following marine casualties is crucial for keeping our nation’s ports and waterways safe.  Additionally, post accident testing is required for all U.S. commercial vessels operating anywhere in the world and for all foreign vessels operating upon the navigable waters of the U.S.  

Marine employers are responsible for providing the Coast Guard with any evidence of alcohol or drug use following the occurrence of a reportable marine casualty (as defined in 46 CFR 4.05-10.)  If the marine casualty is determined to be, or is likely to become, a serious marine incident (as defined in 46 CFR 4.03-2), then the marine employer shall require that all persons on board the vessel be chemically tested for dangerous drugs or alcohol.  Some cases where a marine casualty becomes a serious incident are when the following occur: one or more deaths, damage to property exceeding $100,000, or a vessel subject to Coast Guard inspections becomes an actual or constructive total loss.

To ensure that testing is done in a timely--and therefore effective—manner, marine employers are required to follow certain guidelines. Alcohol testing must occur within two hours of the incident. If, due to safety concerns, the alcohol testing cannot take place within two hours, then it must occur within eight hours or not at all. In this case, the reasons for not performing the test shall be documented within the CG-2692B report of marine casualty form. Drug testing must be conducted within thirty-two hours of when a serious marine incident occurred.  If safety concerns prevent testing during this time-period, they must be initiated as soon afterwards as possible.  Again, if drug testing does not take place, the reasons for not performing the test shall be documented within the CG-2692B report of marine casualty form.  Mariners who return positive chemical test results or who refuse to submit to drug testing will face suspension and revocation (S&R) proceedings against their merchant mariner credentials.

Timely testing of mariners involved in marine accidents prevents future casualties in our waterways by providing valuable evidence to Coast Guard investigators. Investigators can subsequently use this evidence to determine causes of accidents and to take action against mariners found to be culpable.  Continued efforts on the part of both the marine industry and the U.S. Coast Guard continue to make a great impact on preventing future casualties and returning unfit mariners to the shore. 

