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Coast Guard Saves Local Shrimp Boat Captain
SAVANNAH, Ga. - Coast Guard rescue units from Air Station Savannah and Small Boat Station Tybee responded tonight to a distress call for a local shrimp boat captain who fell overboard while returning inland.

The shrimp boat captain’s deckhand made the distress call early this evening that his captain had fell overboard in the vicinity of the Ossabaw Sound channel entrance.  

A Coast Guard helicopter from Air Station Savannah arrived on scene after being diverted from a training mission by Coast Guard Group Charleston and began conducting a search for the man overboard.  Within minutes of arriving in the area, the Coast Guard helicopter located the survivor on the southern tip of Wassaw Island, the north shore of Ossabaw Sound.  The shrimp boat captain had fallen overboard his shrimp boat and swam approximately 2 miles to shore.  

The Coast Guard helicopter safely hoisted the man from the beach in a rescue basket and transported him to awaiting transportation at Coast Guard Small Boat Station Tybee Island.  

We ask the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.
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Video and photos are not available for this case.
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Any members of the media who would like additional information about this case should contact the Staff Duty Officer (SDO) at Coast Guard Air Station Savannah at (912)652-4646.  Thanks!

