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Coast Guard Assists Sinking Vessel off Tybee Island as Storm Threatens Safety of 3 People of Board
TYBEE ISLAND, GA - Coast Guard rescue units from Air Station Savannah and Small Boat Station Tybee Island assisted a 21 FT Boston Whaler this afternoon that was taking on water as thunderstorms started to build in the area.

Coast Guard Group Charleston diverted a Coast Guard HH-65B helicopter and 41 FT small boat from a routine training mission to assist the impaired fishing vessel at approximately 2:00 this afternoon.  The fishing boat had 3 people on board, and was trying to make its way back to shore with a damaged hull as the skies were becoming darker in the area.  

The Coast Guard helicopter located the fishing vessel in distress, which had sustained approximately a 6 inch gash in its starboard hull and was taking on a significant amount of water.  The Coast Guard helicopter vectored the 41 FT Coast Guard small boat the vessel in distress and remained on scene while the Coast Guard boat crew transferred a dewatering pump to 21FT Boston Whaler to help the owners salvage their boat.

The 41 FT Coast Guard boat from Small Boat Station Tybee Island escorted the impaired vessel safely back to shore before encountering any part of the building thunderstorms. 

We ask the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.
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