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Coast Guard Rescues 3 people from Floundering Sailboat
Savannah, GA. – A Coast Guard helicopter was diverted from a training mission with Coast Guard Station Tybee on the evening of Monday May 19th at 9:40 pm to a vessel aground and taking on water 25 miles south of their home base at Hunter Army Airfield, Savannah.  The crew of the HH-65 Dolphin Helicopter returned briefly to Hunter for additional fuel and a dewatering pump arriving on scene in St Catherine’s Sound at 10:10 pm.  


The 50 foot motor sail vessel MADAGASCAR JACK had run aground on a sand bar, broken her rudder and taken on three feet of water.  The vessel was healing precariously in the 5 to 7 feet breaking surf.  Sea Tow was in the vicinity but after multiple attempts was unable to reach MADAGASCAR JACK because of the depth water and breaking surf.  


As visibility in rain showers decreased and wind increased past 25 knots, the decision to evacuate the 3 persons was made.  Pilot at the controls, LT John Hollingsworth of St Augustine Florida maneuvered the helicopter 6551 into position by completing a difficult Night Vision Goggle (NVG) approach to the water in very low illumination conditions.  The three crewman of MADAGASCAR JACK were instructed to enter their inflatable dingy, tethered to the railing of the vessel because the wind angle and rigging of the vessel made it too dangerous to hoist directly to the boat.  All three persons were recovered without incident from the water adjacent the dingy by the helicopter Rescue Swimmer who remained attached to the helicopter via the hoist cable.


The helicopter aircrew and survivors returned safely to Hunter Army Airfield in reduced visibility, low cloud ceilings and rain.  All three people were released after it was determined that medical treatment was not required.


Taking on water and without power, the crew of the MADAGASCAR JACK notified the Coast Guard via a hand held VHF-FM Marine Band radio without which, assistance from both Sea Tow and the Coast Guard would have been disastrously delayed.  To their credit, crewmembers wisely donned life jackets and the master ignited a hand held flare as the helicopter approached, confirming position, distinguishing them from other distracting lights and expediting safe rescue. 
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