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Coast Guard rescues two overdue men from Altamaha River after their Boat capsizes
Brunswick, GA – At 10:30 pm on 03 October 2003 Coast Guard Air Station Savannah received a call reporting that two elderly gentleman, in a 17ft skiff, did not return from their daily fishing outing in the Altamaha River.  Air Station Savannah immediately launched the Coast Guard helicopter 6524 to search for the overdue men.  The crew of CG6524 began their search at the mouth of the Altamaha River and flew inland.  Thirty minutes into the search, a search boat from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) located the two men stranded on Broughton Island after their skiff had sunk earlier that afternoon.  The DNR vessel was unable to reach them due to their location on the Island.  At this time the DNR vessel vectored the CG6524 to the Island.  The CG6524 lowered a rescue swimmer to assess the medical condition of the two individuals.  Both men were in good condition.  At this time the CG6524 evacuated the men from the island to awaiting EMS at Malcolm McKinnon airport.
The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.  We ask the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.
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