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A Super Bowl Save--Coast Guard Pulls 3 From Treacherous Seas--Charleston, SC

**Pictures Available**

Charleston, SC, - In the fourth quarter of the Super Bowl, a Coast Guard HH-65B rescue helicopter from Air Station Savannah, deployed to the Coast Guard Air Facility in Charleston, launched to rescue the crew of fishing vessel “Still Crazy II” in perilous conditions.


Coast Guard Group Charleston launched the rescue helicopter after receiving a Mayday call from the fishing vessel “Still Crazy II.”  The 43 foot “Still Crazy II” had just recently departed Georgetown, SC, and had three persons on board.  Located approximately 50 miles offshore Charleston in the middle of treacherous seas, horrible weather, and in the middle of the Super Bowl, their vessel began taking on water uncontrollably from the hull.        


The Charleston helicopter spotted Still Crazy II’s last remaining flare using Night Vision Goggles approximately 25 miles west of their position.  After arriving on scene, the Coast Guard Air Crew delivered a dewatering pump to the Still Crazy II in an effort to salvage the commercial fishing vessel.  Realizing the vessel was beyond rescue, with water flooding the vessel too quickly, the Still Crazy II captain made the decision to abandon ship via their life raft.  A Good Samaritan, motor tanker Stiverson, offered to assist by recovering the life raft and transferring the Still Crazy II crew to their vessel.  Before the Still Crazy II crew could get into their life raft, the heavy seas unexpectedly parted the line and separated the crew from their raft, leaving few options.    

Due to the fierce weather conditions, the helicopter was unable to hoist directly to the “Still Crazy II,” and was forced to lower the rescue swimmer to the water adjacent the drifting fishing vessel.  The Coast Guard helicopter crew then made the decision to have members of the Still Crazy II crew enter the 65-degree water wearing exposure suits, and use the rescue swimmer to hoist them individually from the ocean to the helicopter.  Fighting 40-knot winds with 50-knot gusts, 10-15 foot swells, snow, and reduced visibility using the Night Vision Goggles, the helicopter crew conducted 3 extremely difficult hoists.  All three crewmembers of the Still Crazy II, successfully hoisted to the helicopter and in good condition, were safely transported back to the Coast Guard Air Facility located at Charleston Executive Airport on John’s Island. 

We ask that the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life vests, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.  

Any members of the media who would like additional information about this case should contact the Staff Duty Officer (SDO) at Coast Guard Air Station Savannah at (912)652-4646.  Thanks!
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Check out the article from the Herald Tribune !!
