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	Coast Guard conducts medevac of diver 40 miles southwest of Cape Fear, North Carolina
June 22, 2003

	Charleston, SC. -- A Coast Guard helicopter crew from Air Station Savannah’s Charleston detachment conducted a medical evacuation of a 54-year-old woman diver this afternoon through coordination with Coast Guard district offices in Miami, Florida and Portsmouth, Virginia as well as with Coast Guard Group Fort Macon, North Carolina.  The woman had suffered an apparent diving injury.  The inter-district coordination resulted in an effective and highly efficient delivery of the patient to the Medical College of South Carolina (MUSC) hospital.  All medical help required by the woman was available in Charleston.

Coast Guard Air Facility Charleston responded after receiving information from Coast Guard Atlantic Area headquarters in Portsmouth, Virginia.  An analysis of the situation revealed that an HH-65B Dolphin helicopter from Air Facility Charleston and a 47-foot rescue boat from Coast Guard Station Oak Island, North Carolina were the best resources through which to conduct the coordinated mission.  The helicopter launched promptly and flew 104 nautical miles over open ocean to rendezvous with the rescue boat from Station Oak Island, North Carolina.  The rescue boat had embarked the patient from the dive vessel Scuba South II and had subsequently made best speed toward the approaching helicopter.  The helicopter crew required only four minutes to conduct a basket hoist of the patient.  Within two hours after initial helicopter departure from Charleston, the rescue operation and 208 nautical mile flight was completed; the patient was successfully transferred to awaiting medical personnel at MUSC hospital.
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