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	Coast Guard conducts 9/11 tribute and saves two local Georgia women

	SAVANNAH, Ga., – The crew of an Air Station Savannah HH-65 Dolphin helicopter helped rescue two women floating in the mouth of the Savannah River at 7:40 p.m. after the jet ski they were on sank in the river.

Chris Gherra, 45, of Cartersville, Ga., and Raynelle Nowell, 35, of Windier, Ga., were riding their jet ski in the river when the watercraft suddenly starting taking on water.  It is unknown why the jet ski sank.

The helicopter rescue crew was about to perform a fly-by for a tribute to the victims of September 11th, 2001 when just prior to the fly-by the crew spotted the two women waving their arms toward the helicopter. The crew of Coast Guard helicopter notified rescue crews at Coast Guard Station Tybee Island, Ga., which were only minutes away, and requested assistance for Nowell and Gherra.  The rescue crew from Coast Guard Station Tybee Island successfully rescued the women, administered first aid for minor injuries and safely transferred the two women over to local emergency medical technicians where there were further transfered to the local hospital in Savannah.

Oyster beds and tidal currents prevented the women from making it safely to shore at the time.  Fortunately both women were wearing their personal floatation devices which made them easier to see and kept them afloat.

As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.-uscg-

The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
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