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Coast Guard rescues 70 year-old man from disabled sailing boat 60 east of Charleston, SC

**Video Available**

Savannah, Ga., - This afternoon, a Coast Guard Rescue helicopter from Air Station Savannah rescued a 70 year-old man from the disabled sailboat “Away” 60 miles east of Charleston SC.

             Early this morning Coast Guard Group Charleston launched a HH-65B rescue helicopter from Air Facility Charleston after receiving a distress call from the sailing vessel “Away,” relayed through the good Samaritan motor vessel “Sealand Voyager.”  The “Away,” who departed Charleston, SC yesterday enroute to the British Virgin Islands, had only one person on board, had lost all steering capability and was adrift in 10 foot seas.  Coast Guard Group Charleston also directed the Coast Guard Cutter “Yellowfin” from Charleston Harbor to assist and tow the “Away.”  

            The Charleston rescue helicopter arrived on scene first, delivered a Data Marker Buoy, and provided a communications platform between Group Charleston, the “Yellowfin” and the “Away.”  Once the “Yellowfin” was enroute, the helicopter returned to Air Facility Charleston to refuel.  When the “Yellowfin” arrived on scene with the “Away,” the high sea state and sail boat captain’s condition made it difficult to get a tow-line onboard the sailing vessel.  A second Coast Guard helicopter was then directed to launch from Air Station Savannah to assist hoisting the sailboat captain off his vessel. 

            Once both helicopters had arrived overhead, the helicopter from Savannah initiated the rescue procedures to hoist the sail boat captain directly from his vessel.  Due to the tall masts swinging dangerously in the high winds and heavy seas, the helicopter was unable to hoist directly to the “Away,”, and was forced to lower the rescue swimmer to the water adjacent the drifting sailboat.  The man jumped in the 58 degree water without an exposure suit and pulled himself hand over hand via the stern line, which was being held away from the tossing vessel by the deployed rescue swimmer.  He was quickly retrieved by the rescue swimmer and hoisted to safety.  The man, suffering from seasickness and slight hypothermia, was transported to Charleston Executive Airport where EMS awaited his arrival.

We ask that the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life vests, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.  

Any members of the media who would like additional information about this case should contact the Staff Duty Officer (SDO) at Coast Guard Air Station Savannah at (912)652-4646.  Thanks!
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