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Coast Guard Rescues 3 Children and 4 Adults Stranded on Cumberland Island, Georgia
CUMBERLAND ISLAND, GA - A Coast Guard rescue helicopter from Air Station Savannah evacuated three children and four adults stranded on a remote beach after their 22 FT boat beached on the north end of Cumberland Island, Georgia.

Coast Guard Group Mayport launched a Coast Guard HH-65B helicopter late last night to assist the seven people. A tow vessel was on-scene but was unable to assist due to the breaking surf and dangerous shoal water.  The Cumberland Island Park Rangers were also unable to assist due to the remote location.  Using Night Vision Devices (NVDs), the Coast Guard helicopter located the people in distress, landed on the beach, and transported the people to Malcolm McKinnon Airport in Brunswick, Georgia.  All seven individuals were delivered in stable condition to awaiting EMS personnel.

As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.
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Any members of the media who would like additional information about this case should contact the Staff Duty Officer (SDO) at Coast Guard Air Station Savannah at (912)652-4646.  Thanks!
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