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Coast Guard rescues 65 year old male who has been stranded since 2:00 am.
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Coast Guard rescues 65 year old male after running aground at 2:00am this morning.

**Video Available**

Charleston, S.C., -A Coast Guard Rescue helicopter from Air facility Charleston rescued a 65-year-old man after he ran his 17 ft john boat aground 11 miles north of Charleston.

Coast Guard Group Charleston launched a HH-65B rescue helicopter, stationed out of Air Facility Charleston, after receiving an over due report of Josef Pfaffenbichler.  The 65-year-old male became high and dry at approximately 2:00 AM on the 27th of May.  The Coast Guard responded to the report with a rescue helicopter and rescue boat. The Charleston police dept also dispatched a helicopter and rescue boat to the search area.  Once on scene the HH-65B helicopter deployed their Rescue Swimmer to assess the patients condition.  It was reported that Mr. Pfaffenbichler got his 17 ft fishing boat stuck at approx 2:00 AM, he exited the boat to attempt to free the vessel.  He became stuck in the mud and was face down in the mud since 2:00 AM.  The rescue helicopter hoisted the patient and transported him to MUSC hospital.  Mr. Pfaffenbichler was dehydrated and weak, but in good health.   It is important to note to always stay inside your vessel in the event you become high and dry due to the incapaciting mud found in this region .

     We ask that the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life vests, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.  

Any members of the media who would like additional information about this case should contact the Staff Duty Officer (SDO) at Coast Guard Air Facility Charleston at (843)559-9033.  Thanks!
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