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Savannah, Ga., -A rescue helicopter from Coast Guard Air Station Savannah, GA was dispatched at approximately 3:30AM this morning to airlift an injured boater from the scene of a dramatic boat accident on the North jetty at Ponce De Leon Inlet, FL.

Air Station Savannah received a report that an 18-foot skiff had crashed into the jetty and that one of the vessel’s three occupants, 47 y/o Buell Fidler, was still aboard the vessel being treated for spinal injury and shock by Coast Guard Station Ponce Inlet and Daytona Beach Patrol personnel.  Unable to move Fidler over the unstable slippery rocks without risk of further injury, the Coast Guard helicopter was called in to airlift the victim directly off the jetty and deliver him to the Halifax Medical Center in Daytona Beach FL.  The vessel’s two other occupants (Ricky Foye, 46, of Edgewater, Fla. and Vincent Rodocker, 39 of New Smyrna Beach, Fla.) reportedly suffered minor cuts and bruises.

The helicopter crew consisting of LCDR Kevin Nash, LTJG Paul Coleman, AET2 Eric Smith, and AST2 Mike Stallard traveled nearly 200 miles in the dark from Savannah, GA to New Smyrna Beach, FL, using night vision goggles and arriving on scene with little fuel remaining.  Once on scene, the helicopter’s rescue swimmer & certified EMT, AST2 Mike Stallard was quickly lowered to jetty and carefully transferred Fidler from the crashed boat to a rescue litter.  Minutes later, both Fidler and the Stallard were hoisted back to the helicopter and headed for the hospital.

At approximately 5:30AM, the helicopter landed at Halifax Medical Center, transferred Fidler to waiting EMS personnel, and continued a short distance away to the Daytona International Airport for fuel.

Fidler suffered a separated shoulder and possible spinal injury.  The other two men aboard the boat (Ricky Foye, 46, of Edgewater, Fla. and Vincent Rodocker, 39 of New Smyrna Beach, Fla.) reportedly suffered only minor cuts and bruises.

     We ask that the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to remain alert to help fight the war on terrorism by notifying the Coast Guard of any unusual or suspicious activity in the ports and waterways by calling the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.  As always, the Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life vests, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are just a few examples of life saving equipment every boater should have on board.  It is always advisable to file a float plan prior to taking to the waterways.  

Any members of the media who would like additional information about this case should contact the Staff Duty Officer (SDO) at Coast Guard Air Station Savannah at (912)652-4646.  Thanks!
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