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Press Release
CG Air Station savannah saves sinking shrimp boat 3nm off edisto beach, sc

SAVANNAH, Ga. – A Coast Guard aircrew from Air Facility Charleston was diverted from a routine training flight to assist a commercial shrimp boat that was taking on water approximately three NM off of Edisto Beach, SC.  

After receiving a call from CG Group Charleston, the helicopter (an  HH65B Dolphin) responded with a portable dewatering pump and arrived on scene within minutes to find the F/V Sea-Bastion of St. Helena Island, SC foundering with three persons on board.  Upon assessing the situation, the crew elected to lower a rescue swimmer with the pump to assist in dewatering the sinking vessel.  Shortly after delivering the pump, the helicopter rescue swimmer, Petty Officer Mike Salter, advised that the pump was effectively gaining on the flooding water rising within the vessel’s hull.  Approximately 30 minutes later, a Coast Guard boat from CG Station Charleston arrived on scene to assist.  Once the flooding was under control, a Good Samaritan vessel, the F/V Olivia B, agreed to tow the vessel back to port.  PO David Ihrig, the helicopter flight mechanic aboard the CG-6523, safely hoisted PO Salter back into the helicopter and the F/V Sea-Bastion was towed safely back to port under escort from the Coast Guard boat crew.

The cause of the flooding is believed to be the failure of a recently applied fiberglass patch on the hull of the F/V Sea-Bastion.

Pictures and video available.
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