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Press Release
Coast guard medevacs captain from vessel 43nm southeast of charleston

CHARLESTON, Sc. – A Coast Guard helicopter from Air Facility Charleston MEDEVACED the Captain of the vessel “High Roller” at 9pm when he made a distress call on the Emergency Marine Band Channel 16.  

The Captain, whose vessel was out of gas, stated that he was having trouble breathing, was in severe pain and needed immediate help. Coast Guard Group Charleston launched an HH-65B rescue helicopter, stationed out of Air Facility Charleston. Once on scene the HH-65B helicopter deployed the Rescue Swimmer to assess the patients condition. The rescue helicopter hoisted the patient and transported him to an awaiting ambulance at the Hilton Head Airport where he was in good condition.

Two friends of the Captains remained with the vessel and were awaiting a Coast Guard 41 foot boat to assist them getting back to shore.

The Captains use of flares and his marine band radio extremely helped in the quick location of his vessel by the Coast Guard.  The Coast Guard wants to remind the maritime industry, boaters, and the general public to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel and to always ensure you have enough fuel for your planned activities.
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