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Coast Guard Helicopter Rescues Lifeguard 
Savannah, GA. -- A Coast Guard helicopter crew from Air Station Savanna, Ga., located and rescued a 20-year-old Georgia woman early this morning on the banks of Lazaretto Creek, after the jet ski she was driving had become disabled.  

Melissa Mantho, a Tybee Island Lifeguard, was transporting a Jet Ski from Tybee Beach to the Chimney Creek Boat landing and became disoriented during the transit.  The Jet Ski, which had just come out of an overhaul period, stalled and became disabled.  The Jet Ski drifted into the marsh on the banks of Lazaretto Creek and became lodged in the saw grass as the tide was falling.  The tide continued to fall grounding the jet ski and further concealing her in the saw grass and prevented her from being seen by passing boaters and search assets as the Jet Ski settled into the mud.  Fearing she had been caught in the outgoing tide and was being taken out to sea, the search area included offshore areas and involved a Coast Guard HH-65B helicopter, Coast Guard small boats, Coast Guard Auxiliary boats, Marine Rescue Squadron and Tybee Island police vessels.  The helicopter and boats searched throughout the night before the Coast Guard helicopter found Ms. Mantho at 2:20 AM.  The tide had risen enough to re-float the Jet Ski so that it could be seen from the air.  The crew located Ms. Mantho using Night Vision Goggles.  LTJG Dan Deutermann, the Aircraft Commander, deployed the Rescue Swimmer, Petty Officer Mike Stallard, who was able to make his way through the saw grass to the Jet Ski.  The helicopter crew was able to hoist Ms. Mantho and returned to Air Station Savannah.

The Coast Guard urges all boaters to keep proper safety equipment on board their vessel.  Life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a VHF-FM radio are key life saving equipment every boater should have on board their vessel.  It is advisable to file a float plan as well, prior to taking to the waterways.  Fortunately in this case, the float plan had been left with the other lifeguards, including the estimated time of arrival, and Ms. Mantho was wearing her life preserver.  
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(L-R) LTJG Deutermann, MS. Mantho, and AST2 Stallard in front of the HH-65B after rescue.
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