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Sector Jacksonville Education Update February 2011 
In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing EOCT and EPME exams, plus College Kudos!
· MAY 2011 SWE Message Released ALCGENL 012/11

· FSCJ College classes at Sector Jacksonville start Feb. 7th at ANT Jax  and March 6th SEC JAX
· CLEP/DSST Testing Still Available NS Mayport – Computer Based – Instant Results

· MORE CG Foundations Scholarships available  ALCOAST 007-11

· ESO Testing and Advising Schedule available via email or IM request

· ETA and Tuition/Fees – required documentation to use ETA

· CHANGES to POST 9/11 – New legislation phased in 2011 – www.gibill.va.gov
· Important Post 9/11 GI Bill Hotline Phone #’s and GIBILL.VA.GOV web site 
· FAQs for ESO
· Web Links to useful career and education sites

Congratulations!!

January 2011

Name




Test Passed

ET2 Matthew Brannon, ESD

EPME6
MST2 Patricia Bonts, JMASTT

MST1

AMTC Randy Losada, HITRON

EPME8

ET2 Matthew Brannon, ESD

ET1

ET2 Saber Annab, ESD


ET1

ET3 Joseph Cortes, ESD

ET2

BM3 Chris Ward, SDM


BM2

BM3 Preston Rachal, STA MAYPORT
BM2

ME2 Malcolm Osteen, SDM

EPME6

MK3 Sebastian Botero, CGC Kingfisher
MK2

BM2 Mary Flynn, STA Mayport

BM1

OS3 Samantha Berghuis, SEC JAX
OS2

FM William Jeremiah, ANT JAX

SK3

OS3 Giner Pena’, SEC JAX

OS2


December 2010

Name




Test Passed

ETC Lance Jorgenson, ATG

EPME8
DCC Richard Journee, ATG

EPME8

OS3 Ginger Pena, SEC JAX

SARFND

MK3 Patrick White, STA MAYPORT
MK2

CWO Jim Devane, STA MAYPORT
DWINTR
ET2 M. Bloodsworth, ESD

ET1

ET2 Francisco Tobar, ESD

ET1

HS2 Harold Thomas, MSST KB

HS1

BMC Zach Hornby, CGC Kingfisher
DWINTR

Degree Completed

MK1 David Alred


Associates in Arts, Electrical Mechanical Technology, Coastline CC

MK2 John Jernigan


Associates in Arts, FL State College Jacksonville

MST1 Dustin Stahle


Masters in Business Administration, concentration in Finance, Univ. North Florida

LTJG Jeremy Pickard


Bachelor of Science, Information Technology, System Security, Univ. of Phoenix
MST2 Macy Tumblin


Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, American Military University

Deans List

PA1 Christopher Evanson

Dean’s List, Florida State College Jacksonville, Fall Term 2010

And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.  Well Done!
MAY 2011 SERVICEWIDE EXAMINATION (SWE) ALCGENL 012/11 RELEASED
Everyone should have received an electronic copy of the MAY SWE message that was released and forwarded by the CMC.  Please read it carefully as it outlines all procedures to follow for sitting for the May SWE.  

Also published in the POW was Process Tips for Advancement/SWE: 

While not all inclusive the below provides some of the basic steps regarding SWEs. The personnel manual and PPC advancement pages and your supervisors can provide more detailed information. 

1. Check the message board for the May 2011 SWE ALCOAST, this message clearly lists all details for sitting for the May 2011 SWE. A new message comes out prior to each SWE from PPC. There should also be posted on the advancement homepage an "eligibility criteria spreadsheet" about the same time the MAY SWE message is released. You are responsible for reading/reviewing both and to ask your supervisors specifics regarding your rate/advancement process. 

2. While you are waiting on the release of the SWE Message and Eligibility criteria spreadsheet you should be reviewing your PDE in DA. You need to make sure your data on PDE is correct or this could prevent you from sitting. The SWE message above will give you a cut-off to review your data! Supervisors should assist you with questions, and if there are errors the SPO/YNs are the only ones who can make the actual corrections on PDEs. 

3. About three weeks before the actual May SWE test date ESOs will receive a brown box with SWE. Who gets a SWE is determined by those identified as "eligible" on their PDE. The ESO does not know in advance who will receive a SWE. Once the ESO receives the SWEs, all those receiving a SWE will receive an email with the procedures for sitting for the SWE here at Sector.

Florida State College of Jacksonville (FSCJ) Lunch Time class Feb. 10, 2011 – APPLY NOW!
SLS 1103 Strategies for Success in College, Career and Life FSCJ classes start 7 Feb. – 10 Apr. at ANT Jax, Fridays 1100-1300.  SEE ESO ASAP to register/process TA.  Or contact Mr. Jeff Schneider at jschneid@fscj.edu
OCE 2001 - Survey of Oceanography, Mon and Wed. 1100 – 1200, Command Conference room - This course consists of an introductory, comprehensive treatment of the physical, chemical, geological and biological aspects of the oceans. 

Please email me ASAP so we can complete registration with FSCJ representative (Mr. Jeff Schneider at NS Mayport).

CLEP/DSST (DANTES) Testing Still Available at NS Mayport

The Navy College did close on NS Mayport but CLEP/DSST testing is still available and sponsored by FSCJ.  First time testing is free to CG members and their spouses.  Email ESO for instructions for signing up for one of the computer based CLEP/DSST exams on Mayport.  The exams are offered twice on Thursdays with instant results!
MORE COAST GUARD FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS

ALCOAST 007/11 was published last Friday, announcing six different scholarships open to dependent children of active duty, retired, or deceased Coast Guard enlisted personnel, and dependent children of enlisted personnel in the Coast Guard Reserve currently on active duty.  The application deadline for these is 01 April 2011.

The Coast Guard Foundation also has two other scholarships.  One is open to employees of the Aviation Logistics Center in Elizabeth City, NC (active duty officers and enlisted personnel, federal civil service employees, and their dependents).  The deadline for this scholarship is 15 March 2011.

The other program is open to dependent children of Coast Guard personnel who lost a parent in Coast Guard operations.  Applications for this program are accepted at any time.

For more information about these scholarships, see ALCOAST 007/11 at 
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/capemay/Education/doc/ALCOAST007-11.pdf.
ESO Testing and Advising Schedule available via Email

ESO will be out of office Feb. 14 – 18, plan accordingly.  Also Command Assist Visit Feb 22 – Feb 25 limited testing.
If you need to take an EOCT/EPME, college proctored exam or require college counseling or TA assistance, please email or IM the ESO for the monthly testing schedule.  

Monday’s: CLEP/DSST/AFCT and College Proctored exams 0815, by appt.; counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Tuesday’s: EOCT/EPME 0815 by appt.; Counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Wednesday’s Walk-in day, no appt required for EOCT/EPME testing 0815 or 1245

Thursday’s: EOCT/EPME 0815 by appt.; Counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Friday’s:  DLPT/ASTB or specialized exams (PRAXIS/ACT/SAT) 0815 by appt.

ETA and Tuition Fees

Many colleges (especially the State schools) have increased their rates by adding numerous miscellaneous fees that are not covered by CG Tuition Assistance. For example, fees such as general technology fees, parking, recreation fees and many other general fees are not covered by TA. It has become very important for you to provide your tuition fees for your exact classes prior to your ETA being processed. It may seem inconvenient, but if not checked you could be audited and forced to pay out of pocket for overpayment. TA only covers tuition and these specific fees:

Internet fees required for distance learning courses (NOT including home/personal internet service fees); fees for the lab part of a chemistry, biology or similar course (for chemicals, broken glassware, biological specimens, etc.); studio fees (to pay for models or consumables like paints and clay); shop fees (for things like wood and broken tools). 

Your tuition statement should show (below) and can be emailed or faxed to ESO at 904-564-7694:

Your tuition statement should show

· Course name and Number

· Number of credit hours

· Cost per credit hour

· Lab/Internet fee for that specific course
CHANGES – New legislation to Post 9/11 phased in through 2011

Please take a minute to review the new legislation that passed recently and is being phased in throughout 2011 regarding the Post 9/11.  Summary of changes at this link  http://www.gibill.va.gov/post-911/post-911-gi-bill-summary/Post911_changes.html
Or go to main page www.gibill.va.gov and look for the major changes link.

Important GI Bill web site and DVA GI Bill Hotline phone #’s
The best source for current information on the Post 9/11 GI BILL is the VA website at HTTP://WWW.GIBILL.VA.GOV
GI Bill Hotline Phone #’s 888-442-4551 and 800-527-1000 - now available to take calls from Monday through Friday.
Transfer benefits at https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB/  
FAQs for ESO

1. How do I order course study material for EOCT/EPME?

A:   Email ESO your EMPLID and course materials requested and if a Reservist, an address where the materials should be shipped.

2. How do I submit a TA request via https://myeducation.netc.navy.mil ?

A:  All TA request are submitted using the electronic tuition assistance web site (ETA).  Email the ESO for an ETA SOP that walks you through creating a Navy Knowledge Online log in and password and directions on inputting the TA information in ETA . https://myeducation.netc.navy.mil
3. Can I get reimbursed for textbooks?

A:  The CG Mutual Assistance SEG grant will reimburse for textbooks up to $250.00 (this applies to spouse and dependents enrolled in their first degree program).  The CG Foundation Education Grant will reimburse up to $350 and the Vandeputten Grant is an additional $500.

4. How do I schedule an EOCT or EPME exam or DANTES exam?

A:  IM or email the ESO to coordinate a date/time.  ESO will email/IM testing schedule.

Links to Useful Websites…

Coast Guard Institute 

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/
Coast Guard Learning Portal 

https://learning.uscg.mil/portal.asp
Coast Guard Mutual Assistance 

http://www.cgmahq.org/
CGMA –Supplemental Education Grant ($250 Grant for Books)

http://www.cgmahq.org/Programs/Education/seg.html
CGI Assessment Request (College credit for your Training) http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/downloads/forms/CG_Form_1561.pdf
CGI Official Transcript Request (Transfer CG credits to other schools) http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/downloads/forms/cg_form_1564.pdf
GI Bill (Veterans Administration Website)

 http://www.gibill.va.gov/
Occupational Outlook Handbook

 http://www.bls.gov/oco/
Peterson’s DODMWR Library 

http://www.nelnetsolutions.com/dod/
Scholarships, Grants & Loan Resources 
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/links/links_scholarship.asp
SOCCOAST Distance Education Programs http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/links/links_distance_ed.asp
Tuition Assistance SOP (Application) http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/downloads/SOP_eTA_Member.pdf
Tuition Assistance Caps and Tuition 

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/cfa/ta_cap.asp
Tuition Assistance Frequently Asked Questions 
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/cfa/ta_faq.asp
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

http://www.bls.gov/
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