5/27/2011

Sector Jacksonville Education Update June 2011 
In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing EOCT and EPME exams, plus College Kudos!
· NEW US Coast Guard Post 9/11 GI Bill website (web link below)
· Transferring Post 9/11 to dependents and meeting Service Obligation requirement – IMPORTANT!!

· CHANGES to POST 9/11 – New legislation phased in 2011 – www.gibill.va.gov
· Joint Language University offers free online Rosetta Stone access

· NEW CG Foundation Education SPOUSE Grant (of E3-E6 members) – Deadline extended to 24 June 2011 

· New CGMA Education LOAN!  Different than CGMA SEG GRANT.

· Scholarships – Office of Work Life!  Check out this link http://www.uscg.mil/careercentral/cg111/scholarship.asp
· Florida State College Jacksonville (FSCJ) – 5 great reasons to apply now and be ready for August classes!

· New changes to the CG Institute Assessment and official Transcript request process – Effective 1 July 2011 
· ESO Testing and Advising Schedule available via email or IM request

· FAQs for ESO
Congratulations!!
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MK2 Nathan Sancarranco
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ME2 Richard Sapp
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SN Manda Emery
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MK3 Scott Lane
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Test Passed

BM2 David Haley


EPME6

MK2 John Jernigan


EPME6

LT Gavin Garcia


DWINTO-R

YN3 Phillip Session


YN2

MK2 Nathan Sancarranco

MK1

SN Robert Drapela


EPME4

ME2 Richard Sapp


EPME6

Degree’s completed – Great Job All on degree completion!
LT Brian Simonson


M .S. Criminal Justice and Masters Certificate Police Leadership, Univ. Central FL
DC1 Scott Claycomb


AAS in Occupational Safety and Health, Columbia Southern University

YN2 Sarah Pittman


Associate in Arts, Business Administration, Coastline Community College

CWO3 Bruce Jones


Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, TUI
OSC Joshua Black


Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice/Homeland Security, Excelsior College

MST1 Barrett McCaffrey


Bachelor of Science, Business Management, TUI

BM1 Collin Mauck


Associates in Science, Liberal Arts, Excelsior College
MEC Troyce Hudnell (STA Ponce)

AAS, Vincennes University

MK1 Joshua Faucher (ANT Ponce)

AAS, Vincennes University

MK2 Kenneth Parkman (STA Ponce)
AAS, Vincennes University

MK2 Karl Lippack (STA Ponce)

AAS, Vincennes University

ME3 William Bollenback (STA Ponce)
AAS, Vincennes University
PA1 Chris Evanson


AA, Liberal Arts, Florida State College Jacksonville
BM3 Clinton Cobia


AA, Liberal Arts, Florida State College Jacksonville
Dean’s List

ME2 Weldon Montgomery

Academic Achievement Award, 2010-2011 academic year, Harvard University
OS3 Albin Ahmetspahic


Dean’s List, AMU Graduate program, GPA 3.8, Fall ‘10/ Spring ‘11 
And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.  Well Done!
NEW US Coast Guard Post 9/11 GI Bill website

UNCLAS //N01780//

ALCGPSC 063/11

SUBJ: UNITED STATES COAST GUARD POST-9/11 GI BILL WEBSITE 1. THIS ALCGPSC ANNOUNCES THE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY OF THE US COAST GUARD POST-9/11 GI BILL WEBSITE.

2. THE US COAST GUARD POST-9/11 GI BILL WEBSITE IS AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATION BENEFITS AS THEY RELATE TO THE COAST GUARD AND MAY BE FOUND AT INTERNET SITE:  http://www.uscg.mil/psc/psd/fs/GI%20Bill.asp
3. THE POST-9/11 G.I. BILL EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED UNDER CHAPTER 33 OF TITLE 38, U.S. CODE, IS AN ENTITLEMENT GENERALLY AVAILABLE TO SERVICEMEMBERS WITH AT LEAST 90 DAYS OF ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE ON OR AFTER 11 SEP 2001.

4. US COAST GUARD POST-9/11 GI BILL WEBSITE CONTAINS INFORMATION ON GENERAL VETERANS AFFAIRS RESPONSIBILITIES, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATION BENEFITS, GI BILL EDUCATIONAL BENEFIT COMPARISON CHART, POST-9/11 GI BILL POLICY AND CHANGES, AND MORE.

5. THE POC IS MR. REIDUS A. STOKES SR., PSC-PSD-FS, AT (202)493-1936 OR REIDUS.STOKES(AT)USCG.MIL.

DO YOU PLAN TO TRANSFER YOUR POST 9/11 GI Bill TO A DEPENDENT?  If so - please read!

If you did not have 20 years of service as of 1 August 2009 you will have a service obligation when you transfer your Post 9/11 GI Bill.  Most members will owe 4 years but could be less depending on TIS as of 1 Aug. 2009 and approved retirement date.  The KEY POINT is the service obligation clock starts ticking from the day you submit your transfer request!!  You cannot wait until you separate or retire and expect to transfer the benefit as you would not have enough remaining service time to meet the obligated service requirement.

Read about transferring Post 9/11 benefits at www.gibill.va.gov and when ready you can CAC log in to this site to transfer:  
https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB/
You can also make an appointment with the ESO for assistance in transferring the benefit.  The entire process takes less than 15 minutes.
CHANGES – New legislation to Post 9/11 phased in through 2011

Please take a minute to review the new legislation that passed recently and is being phased in throughout 2011 regarding the Post 9/11.  Summary of changes at this link  http://www.gibill.va.gov/post-911/post-911-gi-bill-summary/Post911_changes.html
Joint Language University Offers Free online Rosetta Stone access

The JLU site provides access to Rossetta-stone for free.  Once you register (on right hand side of screen) you go to the resources tab (left side of screen) and on that resource page you will see the Rossetta stone link.  When you click on that it will place you on a waiting list for access to the software, it is completely online and self.  JLU takes 750 users at a time and you are required to log in at least every few days or you lose access.  Follow the link below.
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjlu.wbtrain.com%2F&ei=GB1nTZaPGo2atwfl9I3mAw&usg=AFQjCNHHSbYrZOiT2xJcsccbgzfsOPL0AQ 

CG Foundation Education SPOUSE GRANT

It is going to happen this year the Spouse Education Grant.  It will be needs based/merit grant of $500 for spouses of E3-E6 members.  A spouse only needs to show enrollment in an education program or proof of a course completion at any time after 31 March 2010 to qualify to apply.  The potential courses for this grant include those at vocational schools and certifications.  Spouses will not need to provide receipts for expenses, but they will need to itemize expenses.  Transportation and child care expenses can be listed as legitimate expenses for the grant.  There is a requirement for an essay no longer than 500 words.  It should address what it means to the applicant to be a Coast Guard spouse and what type of difference education has made or will make in their lives and the lives of their family.  Open application period EXTENDED until 24 June 2011.   
Email ESO for application.
New CGMA Education Loan

Coast Guard Mutual Assistance (CGMA) has just announced a new education loan, which came into being on 01 March 2011.  This interest-free loan replaces any existing education loans offered by CGMA.  It will provide up to $2,000 to eligible clients with qualified education expenses.  Only one education loan will be authorized at a time.  That is, one education loan must be paid off before another can be authorized.  Contact one of our CGMA Officers (LTJG Grant Johnson, LTJG Ashley Carlisle, and CWO Heidi Eystad).

Office of Work-Life – Scholarship Programs
Please share this link with family & co-workers.  There are MANY types of scholarships for all purposes listed on this site in one convenient location:  http://www.uscg.mil/careercentral/cg111/scholarship.asp
Florida State College Jacksonville (FSCJ) – Apply now and be ready for August classes!
We are all busy over the summer with leave, transfer season, and kids out of school, but when August rolls around and you’re ready to think about taking a class it can be a little late to sign up if you didn’t plan ahead.

Top 5 Reasons to consider FSCJ

1.  SOCCOAST School and regionally accredited with online, hybrid and classroom options!

2. Affordable for Spouses and Mil members.  $92.10 per credit hour in comparison to $250 per credit hour at many other colleges.
3. FSCJ Rep (retired CG) on NS Mayport to assist us through placement and application process and advising.

4. Large selection of courses and degree options to include some 4 year degrees now that FCCJ is FSCJ – State College, check out website www.fscj.edu
5. Do we really need a 5th reason?  OK, we offer FSCJ classes on Sector throughout the year, most convenient 1100 – 1200, Mon and Wed’s in conference room.

Contact ESO or Mr. Jeff Schneider jschneid@fscj.edu to get started today.
Effective 1 July 2011 Changes to the Coast Guard transcript request process and new requirement for Mandatory Assessments

In an effort to extend tuition assistance funding, assessments of training records will become mandatory for all members seeking Coast Guard tuition assistance for the first time at the undergraduate level 1 July, 2011.  Additionally, beginning 1 July 2011 all members seeking Coast Guard tuition assistance at the undergraduate (associates and bachelors) level will be required to have a current assessment no older than four years before receiving Coast Guard tuition assistance.  It is very much encouraged for members to submit their assessment requests as soon as possible to avoid any delay in receiving tuition assistance.

The documentation of these credits may save the member time and money when pursuing their education goals.  It is a best practice to first have an assessment of a training record done prior to pursuing a degree.  There are very few credits that would apply to graduate degrees and therefore a first time applicant for TA seeking a degree at the graduate level would not need to first receive an assessment.

ESO Testing and Advising Schedule available via Email

ESO will be out of office June 23 – 28, please plan accordingly.  .

If you need to take an EOCT/EPME, college proctored exam or require college counseling or TA assistance, please email or IM the ESO for the monthly testing schedule.  

Monday’s: CLEP/DSST/AFCT and College Proctored exams 0815, by appt.; counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Tuesday’s: EOCT/EPME 0815 by appt.; Counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Wednesday’s Walk-in day, no appt required for EOCT/EPME testing 0815 or 1245

Thursday’s: EOCT/EPME 0815 by appt.; Counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Friday’s:  DLPT/ASTB or specialized exams (PRAXIS/ACT/SAT) 0815 by appt.

FAQ’s for ESO

1.  How do I schedule an EOCT/EPME/other exam?  Email or IM ESO for testing calendar and coordinate date/time via email for specific exam.  The testing/counseling schedule remains fairly consistent from month to month.

2. How can I order course study material?  Email ESO EMPLID and what material you require and it will be ordered followed up with a confirmation e-mail from CGI.  If you are a Reserve member the course material can be sent to your home address.

3. Can I take a CLEP exam at Sector?  You have two options:  the computer based CLEP testing with instant results is on NS Mayport on Thursdays and yes paper based CLEP testing is available for some exams but they must be ordered and mailed off for scoring.

4. What types of testing is available at Sector?  Defense Language Proficiency Testing, SAT/ACT, CLEP/DSST, ASTB, ASVAB re-test, college proctored exams, and placement tests.  

5. How do I get started using CG TA?  Always review the CG Institute TA web site for general information on using TA.  A quick review will get you started on the right foot.  Most of the CG has converted to using WebTA (ETA) to submit TA requests to their ESO (14 days prior to course start date-plus provide course documentation to ESO).

6. Can I sign out Rosetta Stone from ESO?  Yes, Spanish, Arabic, French, and German RS are available for sign-out from the ESO for 30-60 days.  Also the Joint Language Institute has free RS access.
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