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Sector Jacksonville Education Update April 2011 
In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing EOCT and EPME exams, plus College Kudos!
· MAY 2011 SWE Testing Schedule – Exams have arrived!

· NEW CG Foundation Education SPOUSE Grant (of E3-E6 members) – Deadline 1 June 2011 

· New CGMA Education LOAN!  Different than CGMA SEG GRANT.

· Office of Work Life – Scholarships!  Check out this link http://www.uscg.mil/careercentral/cg111/scholarship.asp
· Florida State College Jacksonville (FSCJ) – 5 great reasons to apply now and be ready for August classes!

· FAQs for ESO
· ESO Testing and Advising Schedule available via email or IM request
· CHANGES to POST 9/11 – New legislation phased in 2011 – www.gibill.va.gov
Congratulations!!
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Degree Completed

LT Brian Simonson


M .S. Criminal Justice and Masters Certificate Police Leadership, Univ. Central FL
DC1 Scott Claycomb


AAS in Occupational Safety and Health, Columbia Southern University

YN2 Sarah Pittman


Associate in Arts, Business Administration, Coastline Community College

CWO3 Bruce Jones


Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, TUI
LTJG Jeremy Pickard


Bachelor of Science, Information Technology, System Security, Univ. of Phoenix

OSC Joshua Black


Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice/Homeland Security, Excelsior College
Dean’s List

OS3 Albin Ahmetspahic


Dean’s List, AMU Graduate program, GPA 3.8, Fall ‘10/ Spring ‘11 
And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.  Well Done!
MAY 2011 SERVICEWIDE EXAMINATION (SWE) 
SWE are here.  If you received a SWE you should have received an E-mail from the ESO with specific testing information.  If you did not receive the E-mail and believe you should have received an exam, please E-mail ESO ASAP!

SWES WILL BE ADMINISTERED PER THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULE.

     AM     03 MAY 11 (TUES), MUSTER 0745 GALLEY, SWE FOR ADV TO E-5

     PM     03 MAY 11 (TUES), MUSTER 1245 GALLEY, SWE FOR ADV TO E-7

     AM     05 MAY 11 (THURS), MUSTER 0745 GALLEY, SWE FOR ADV TO E-6

     PM     05 MAY 11 (THURS), MUSTER 1245 GALLEY, SWE FOR ADV TO E-8/9

Uniform:  ODU/Trops, member’s choice.

Bring:  Signed (by E-7 or higher) SWE Chit and CAC/ID card

CG Foundation Education SPOUSE GRANT

It is going to happen this year the Spouse Education Grant.  It will be needs based/merit grant of $500 for spouses of E3-E6 members.  A spouse only needs to show enrollment in an education program or proof of a course completion at any time after 31 March 2010 to qualify to apply.  The potential courses for this grant include those at vocational schools and certifications.  Spouses will not need to provide receipts for expenses, but they will need to itemize expenses.  Transportation and child care expenses can be listed as legitimate expenses for the grant.  There is a requirement for an essay no longer than 500 words.  It should address what it means to the applicant to be a Coast Guard spouse and what type of difference education has made or will make in their lives and the lives of their family.  Open application period until 1 June.   
Email ESO for application.
New CGMA Education Loan

Coast Guard Mutual Assistance (CGMA) has just announced a new education loan, which came into being on 01 March 2011.  This interest-free loan replaces any existing education loans offered by CGMA.  It will provide up to $2,000 to eligible clients with qualified education expenses.  Only one education loan will be authorized at a time.  That is, one education loan must be paid off before another can be authorized.  Contact one of our CGMA Officers (LTJG Grant Johnson, LTJG Ashley Carlisle, and CWO Heidi Eystad).
Office of Work-Life – Scholarship Programs
Please share this link with family & co-workers.  There are MANY types of scholarships for all purposes listed on this site in one convenient consolidated location:  http://www.uscg.mil/careercentral/cg111/scholarship.asp
Florida State College Jacksonville (FSCJ) – Apply now and be ready for August classes!
We are all busy over the summer with leave, transfer season, and kids out of school, but when August rolls around and you’re ready to think about taking a class it can be a little late to sign up if you didn’t plan ahead.

Top 5 Reasons to consider FSCJ

1.  SOCCOAST School and regionally accredited with online, hybrid and classroom options!

2. Affordable for Spouses and Mil members.  $92.10 per credit hour in comparison to $250 per credit hour at many other colleges.
3. FSCJ Rep (retired CG) on NS Mayport to assist us through placement and application process and advising.

4. Large selection of courses and degree options to include some 4 year degrees now that FCCJ is FSCJ – State College, check out website www.fscj.edu
5. Do we really need a 5th reason?  OK, we offer FSCJ classes on Sector throughout the year, most convenient 1100 – 1200, Mon and Wed’s in conference room – current class Survey of Oceanography.

Contact ESO or Mr. Jeff Schneider jschneid@fscj.edu to get started today.

FAQ’s for ESO

1.  How do I schedule an EOCT/EPME/other exam?  Email or IM ESO for testing calendar and coordinate date/time via email for specific exam.  The testing/counseling schedule remains fairly consistent from month to month.

2. How can I order course study material?  Email ESO EMPLID and what material you require and it will be ordered followed up with a confirmation e-mail from CGI.  If you are a Reserve member the course material can be sent to your home address.

3. Can I take a CLEP exam at Sector?  You have two options:  the computer based CLEP testing with instant results is on NS Mayport on Thursdays and yes paper based CLEP testing is available for some exams but they must be ordered and mailed off for scoring.

4. What types of testing is available at Sector?  Defense Language Proficiency Testing, SAT/ACT, CLEP/DSST, ASTB, ASVAB,  college proctored exams, and placement tests.  

5. How do I get started using CG TA?  Always review the CG Institute TA web site for general information on using TA.  A quick review will get you started on the right foot.  Most of the CG has converted to using WebTA (ETA) to submit TA requests to their ESO (14 days prior to course start date-plus provide course documentation to ESO).

6. Can I sign out Rosetta Stone from ESO?  Yes, Spanish, Arabic, French, and German RS are available for sign-out from the ESO for 30-60 days.  Also the Joint Language Institute has free RS access.
ESO Testing and Advising Schedule available via Email

ESO will be out of office Apr. 21 – 25, please plan accordingly.  .
If you need to take an EOCT/EPME, college proctored exam or require college counseling or TA assistance, please email or IM the ESO for the monthly testing schedule.  

Monday’s: CLEP/DSST/AFCT and College Proctored exams 0815, by appt.; counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Tuesday’s: EOCT/EPME 0815 by appt.; Counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.

Wednesday’s Walk-in day, no appt required for EOCT/EPME testing 0815 or 1245
Thursday’s: EOCT/EPME 0815 by appt.; Counseling/Advising/TA Asst. 1245 by appt.
Friday’s:  DLPT/ASTB or specialized exams (PRAXIS/ACT/SAT) 0815 by appt.

CHANGES – New legislation to Post 9/11 phased in through 2011

Please take a minute to review the new legislation that passed recently and is being phased in throughout 2011 regarding the Post 9/11.  Summary of changes at this link  http://www.gibill.va.gov/post-911/post-911-gi-bill-summary/Post911_changes.html
Or go to main page www.gibill.va.gov and look for the major changes link.
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