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Sector Jacksonville Education Update June 2010 
In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing EOCT and EPME exams, plus College Kudos!

· Sign up for July 19 – 23, 2010 CG LAMS Class at NS Mayport – LAST Local class this year!

· Oct 2010 RSWE ALCGRSV 027/10 released – read carefully and adhere to deadlines!

· VISTA training available online at Skillsoft site on e-learning portal

· Rosetta Stone available for sign out – See details below

· Coastline Community College Offers Online and AFLOAT courses http://military.coastline.edu.
· Changes to CLEP/DSST (DANTES) re-test policy – no more retesting for FREE!
· CLEP Test changes – English Comp and Freshman Comp being replaced

· CLEP/DSST (DANTES) listing of paper based exams offered at Sector Jacksonville

· Troops To Teachers (TTT) briefing on Aug 3rd, 1330-1530 at NS Mayport Fleet FSC

· USMAPS Information in LC  -  https://usmap.cnet.navy.mil/usmapss/static/usmap.jsp
· FAQs to ESO

· FSCJ College classes at Sector Jacksonville return in August – apply now!

· Do you have a copy of your CG Unofficial Transcript?  Also, CG Institute eliminates degree planning service

· Important GI BILL web links and GI BILL Hotline phone #’s
· Steps for transferring Post 9/11 GI Bill benefits https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB/  
Congratulations!!
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Test Passed

MK3 Aaron Schwartz


MK2

MST2 Barrett McCaffrey


EPME6

OS2 Brandon Johnson


EPME6

ET2 Lance Barstow


EPME6

SK2 Jose Rivera


EPME6

FS3 Nathan Sikes


FS2

BM3 Christopher Anderson

BM2
MK2 Don Almonte


EPME6

MK2 Anthony Baker


EPME6

BM1 Brandon Stoia


DWINTR

Degree Completed

SK1 Penny Benson


Associates in General Studies, Columbia University
Master Chief Gail Owens


Associates in Liberal Arts, Excelsior College

YN1 Faith Matuschek 


Associate in A.S. in Administrative Studies with Thomas Edison State College
MKC Paul Wagner


Associates in Science in Liberal Studies with Excelsior College

LTJG Ysabel Vandeputte

M.B.A. from Coggins Business School, University North Florida

MKCS Daniel Bergoffen


Florida State College Jacksonville, College President’s List
And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.  Well Done!
LAMS at Sector Jacksonville:  July 19 – 23, 2010 - LAST LOCAL CLASS THIS YEAR!!!!
Sector Jacksonville will be hosting a LAMS class at NAVSTA Mayport starting July 19th, 2010 thru July 23rd, 2010.

Priority target audience is E-5. However, this course will continue to be opened to Active Duty and Reserve personnel in grades  E-6, 0-1, 0-2 (AD/RES), GS 9-11, WL (ALL), AUXILIARISTS (FC, VFC, FSO), E-4S IN A SUPERVISORY ROLE, AND NAF EMPLOYEES WILL BE CONSIDERED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS WITH APPROVAL FROM LDC STAFF.

If you have someone that you would like to have added to the class roster, please email me (debra.a.annam@uscg.mil) the following:

MEMBER NAME (FIRST AND LAST)

RATE/GRADE

EMPLID

UNIT ASSIGNED

AFLOAT Y OR NO

EMAIL (IF RESERVE, PERSONAL EMAIL IS FINE) 

QUOTAS IN EACH LAMS CONVENING WILL BE PRIORITIZED TO MAXIMIZE PLACEMENT OF E-5 AS NEEDED TO PREVENT ADVERSE IMPACTS ON ADVANCEMENTS TO E-6. 

If you have any questions regarding the upcoming LAMS class, please email me.  Specific details regarding location, uniform, start time, etc… will be provided after the roster is finalized.
Reserve Servicewide ALCGRSV 027/10 released
The October 2010 RSWE message ALCGRSV 027/10 has been released.  

Please read and adhere to all deadlines!  RSWE exams usually arrive about 3 weeks prior to test date 16 Oct 2010.

Reservists can find more details updated soon on the Reserve ESO web page:  

http://www.uscg.mil/d7/sectJacksonville/Reserves/ESO.asp
VISTA training available at SkillSoft on e-learning portal
Members can take Windows VISTA and Office 2007 courses via SkillSoft which is available at http://learning.uscg.mil
Rosetta Stone Language Software available for sign-out

We just procured several more copies of Rosetta Stone that can be signed out and used on your personal computer.  The kit contains CDs that can be used on your personal computer and returned without the inconvenience of registering/installing/uninstalling.

Languages available:  Spanish Level 1, and Level 2, German Level 1, Arabic Level 1, and French Level 1

If you are interested in signing out a copy, please email ESO to check availability.  Kits may be signed out for 30 days.

Coastline Community College offers AFLOAT and On-line courses

Coastline, a regionally accredited college, located in California, offers unique courses for members headed out to sea with no Internet connection. They have video-intensive, CD-ROM based courses. These courses come with two CD-ROMs that contain video content, a handbook and proctored exams to help members continue their education onboard the ship. 

Courses available through their Afloat Program are: 

ART C100 – History/Appreciation of Art prior to the renaissance 

ASTR C100 – Intro to Astronomy 

BIOL C100 – Intro to Biology 

BUS C120 – Personal Financial Planning 

COMM C100 – Intro to Mass Communications 

ECOL C100 – Human Ecology 

GEOL C100 – General Geology 

HIST C180 – Western Civilization to 1550 

HIST C185 – Western Civilization since 1550 

HUM C130 – American Cinema 

MRSC C100 – Intro to Marine Science 

MS C100 – Organization & Management 

PHIL C100 – Intro to Philosophy 

PHIL C120 – Ethics to Making Moral Choices 

PSCI C100 – American Government 

PSYC C100 – Intro to Psychology 

PSCY C115 – Child Growth/Development 

SPAN C180A – Intro to Elementary Spanish 

SPAN C180B – Continuing Elementary Spanish 

Coastline is a SOCCOAST School. For more information about SOCCOAST, please visit the Web site at http://www.soc.aascu.org/soccoast/Default.html. 

In addition to their Afloat Program, Coastline offers 125 different Internet courses in online 8-week segments, and PDA courses in 12-week format. One of the PDA courses offered is BIOL C100- Intro to Biology. For many members, finding an online science class can be a challenge. 

For additional information call 1 (866) 422-2645 or go to http://military.coastline.edu. 

Note: According to the school, 89 CG members will be among the graduating class of 2010.
Change in DANTES Re-Testing Policy 

Effective 20 November 2010, Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES) will only fund a Service member's initial examination fee for each subject College Level Examination Program (CLEP), DSST (previously known as the DANTES Subject Standardized Tests) and Excelsior College Examinations (ECE) exams.  

Due to the change, all Service members taking CLEP, DSST or ECE examination on or after 20 May 2010 will be informed they will not be allowed to retest with DANTES funding, on that specific exam, if they do not obtain their desired passing score.  However, retesting will continue to be available on a personally funded basis.  
CLEP Test Changes
Two CLEP tests are being retired on 01 July 2010: “English Composition” (with and without essay) and “Freshman College Composition”.  These tests may be taken through 15 May 2010, after which they will be replaced by two new tests.  “College Composition” will replace “English Composition” (with essay); “College Composition Modular” will replace “English Composition” (without essay) and “Freshman English Composition”.

Both of the new tests will have essay portions, but the essays will be optional on the “College Composition Modular” test.  Neither of these new tests will be available in a paper-based format at DANTES test centers (i.e., from ESOs).  For more information, go to http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/ex_colcomp.html.

The other twelve paper-based tests currently available through ESOs at DANTES test centers are being updated.  In addition, the CollegeBoard will be making its “Spanish Language” exam available in paper-based format.  All thirteen of these tests will become available to DANTES test centers on 01 April 2010.
CLEP/DSST (DANTES) Exams Offered at Sector Jacksonville

At Sector Jacksonville the following paper based CLEP/DSST exams are offered:

DSST Offered (paper based)

Public Speaking, Ethics in America, Introduction to Computers, Principles of Supervision, Substance Abuse, Here’s to Your Health, Human Resource Management, Organizational Behavior, Introduction to World Religions, Introduction to Business, Fundamentals of College Algebra, management of Information Systems, Environmental and Humanity, Introduction to Law Enforcement, The Civil War and Reconstruction, and Human Cultural Geography.

CLEP Offered (paper based)

College Mathematics, Humanities, Social Science and History, Natural Science, Principles of Management, College Algebra, Information Systems, US History I, US History II, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature, Introductory Sociology, Introductory Psychology.

If you are interested in taking one of the above exams, email me the exam name and I can order it.  Another option is to take the computer based exam at NS Mayport.  Study guides available - for more information, please email ESO.

Troops to Teachers briefing at NS Mayport, Aug 3rd, Fleet FSC, 1330-1530

There will be a Florida Teaching as a Second Career Seminar scheduled at NS Mayport Fleet and Family Support Center on August 3rd from 1330 to 1530.

If you are interested in a career as a teacher in Florida, this information is very helpful in getting you started!  Teacher’s require state certifications and the more you have accomplished before you get out of the military the better off you’ll be when attempting to enter the world of education!

State Contact for Troops to Teachers is Mr. Rob Burton, Phn# 888-358-7667 web site:  www.fldoe.org/ttt
USMAPS information in Learning Center

If you missed the USMAPS presentation in the galley on Friday, April 16th at 0830 you can stop by the Learning Center for a brochure that covers how to get registered.  

 What is USMAPS?

The United Services Military Apprenticeship Program (USMAP) is a formal military training program that provides active duty Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Navy service members the opportunity to improve their job skills and to complete their civilian apprenticeship requirements while they are on active duty. The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) provides the nationally recognized "Certificate of Completion" upon program completion.
More Info on USMAPS at 

https://usmap.cnet.navy.mil/usmapss/static/usmap.jsp
FAQs for ESO

1. How do I order course study material for EOCT/EPME?

A:   Email ESO your EMPLID and course materials requested and if a Reservist, an address where the materials should be shipped.

2. Will I be sitting for the SWE?

A:  The SWE message ALCGENL 014-10 outlines cut-off dates and procedures for sitting for the May SWE.  The SPO manages the PDEs as outlined in ALCGENL 014-10.  The ESO receives SWE’s about 3 weeks prior to the testing date(s) outlined in ALCGENL 014-10.  Once the exams are received, members are emailed specific procedures for taking the exam.
3. How do I submit a TA request via https://myeducation.netc.navy.mil ?

A:  All TA request are submitted using the electronic tuition assistance web site (ETA).  Email the ESO for an ETA SOP that walks you through creating a Navy Knowledge Online log in and password and directions on inputting the TA information in ETA . https://myeducation.netc.navy.mil
4. Can I get reimbursed for textbooks?

A:  The CG Mutual Assistance SEG grant will reimburse for textbooks up to $250.00 (this applies to spouse and dependents enrolled in their first degree program).  The CG Foundation Education Grant will reimburse up to $350 and the Vandeputten Grant is an additional $500.

5. How do I schedule an EOCT or EPME exam or DANTES exam?

A:  IM or email the ESO to coordinate a date/time.  Normally testing begins every morning right after colors; please confirm testing via Email or by IMing.

Florida State College of Jacksonville (FSCJ) Lunch Time classes to return in August!

Florida State College Jacksonville (FSCJ) began hosting two classes (English Composition and Introduction to Sociology) here at Sector Jacksonville in the conference room (March 8th and ending April 2nd.)

We plan to continue lunch time classes in late August 2010 during the Fall session and rotate through all the general education requirements throughout the year, to work towards an Associate’s degree from FSCJ.

If you are interested in FSCJ classes beginning in August, now is the time to complete your placement test and apply to the college.  Please email me to schedule a date/time to take the FSCJ English/Math placement exam.

Do you have a copy of your unofficial CG Transcript?  Also, CG Institute Eliminates Degree Planning Service

Do you have a copy of your unofficial CG Transcript?  If not, please take the time to complete an Application for Voluntary Education Services, CGI-1561 http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/ve/assessment.asp   This form will ensure you have an up to date education profile established with the CG Institute and you will also receive a copy of your unofficial CG Transcript.

Degree planning, which has been a part of the Coast Guard Institute’s repertoire of services, has been discontinued as of this week.  If you complete the CGI-1561 (above), as noted, you will no longer receive degree plans.
Assessments of Coast Guard service for college credit will still be performed and transcripts will still be provided.
Important GI Bill web site and DVA GI Bill Hotline phone #’s
The best source for current information on the Post 9/11 GI BILL is the VA website at HTTP://WWW.GIBILL.VA.GOV
GI Bill Hotline Phone #’s 888-442-4551 and 800-527-1000 - now available to take calls from Monday through Friday.
Transfer benefits at https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB/  instructions below:
Steps and Link for Transferring Education Benefits to Dependents

If you need help with this process, please come see ESO in Learning Center.  It takes about 5 minutes.

Here are the steps to transfer to your dependents:

1.  Go to this site: https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB/  (please note the TEB must be capitalized and you must be logged in by CAC card.)

2.  Click “ok” and the loading of TEB site will bring you to the Single Sign-On page.

3.  The CAC Authentication method should be selected and click on Log On. This should take you to the Transfer of Education Benefits selection page where you should see all your dependents listed (those in DEERS).  Read this entire page carefully!

4.  Notice the blocks on the top left (Name, Rank, Status, and Status Date); this is where you will monitor the status of your application after you submit it, later in this process.

5.  Under the "Educational Benefit Program" click the box Post 9/11 GI Bill Chap 33 and read carefully the pop up bock that discusses your irrevocable choice by selecting the Post 9/11 GI Bill.  If you do not feel ready to make this decision, refer back to www.gibill.va.gov to learn more.

6.  Verify the dependents that are listed. Under the "Edit" column click each respective name and add the amount of benefit you want to add.  Transfer start date will be the date you are completing the application and end date depends on the following:  Your spouse may use the benefit up to 15 years after you separate from the military and your dependents can use the benefit up to their 26th birthday, calculate the date based on this information.

7.  Read and click the boxes under "Transferability of Education Benefits Acknowledgements" to acknowledge.

8.  Click Summit

You can check the status of eligibility by logging back to the site and under the member's name there is a status indicator which should read "Submitted, Pending Approval, or Approved". (ALCOAST 447/08)

Once the application is approved, THE DEPENDENT can apply to receive education benefits by submitting VA Form 1990E, Application for Transfer for Entitlement (TOE), to the Veterans Administration.
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