9/15/2009

Sector Jacksonville Education Update September 2009 
In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing CLEP, DSST, EOCT, EPME! College Kudos!

· Rent Your Textbooks at chegg.com and Save $$
· Leadership books for Loan in Learning Center

· Free Books in Learning Center from DANTES
· FREE SAT/ACT Software for Military Families

· Q & A about General Education Services

· Steps and Web link for transferring Post 9/11 GI Bill benefits to dependents


· CG ALCOAST that cover Post 9/11 GI BILL:  ALCOAST 447/08, 044/09, 250/09, 377/09, and 443/09
· FY 10 LAMS Schedule Announced
· CLEP/DSST/ECE and SAT/ACT Testing available at Sector Jacksonville
· Preparing for CLEP/DSST tests – Study books in Learning Center
· Strong Interest Inventory (online) Available – Complete at your own desk!
· November SWE ALCGENL 103/09 published

· October RSWE ALCGRSV 014/09 published

· Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide available on Sector home page

Congratulations!!

September  2009

Name




Test Passed

BM2 Paul Getman


EPME6

BM2 Collin Mauck


EPME6

EM2 Marcus Reaves


EM1
BM2 Jose Berrios


EPME6
August  2009

Name




Test Passed

BM2 Jose Berrios


BM1

BM3 Weldon Montgomery

SARFND

CLEP/DSST 



Exams Passed

MSTC Brian Seaman


History of the U.S. I, 3 credit hours

FS2 Gordon Clatworthy


Ethics in America, 3 credit hours

FS2 Gordon Clatworthy


Introduction to Computing, 3 credit hours

MK3 John Jernigan


Principles of Public Speaking, 3 credit hours

SN Jose Zabala



Principles of Public Speaking, 3 credit hours
BMC Mario Ranieri


History of the U.S. II, 3 credit hours
BM1 Peter Nelson


English Composition, 6 credit hours

SN Kyle Megan



Freshman College Composition, 6 credit hours
College Kudos - College Dean’s List/Honors:
YNCS Rob Miller


Ashford University
BM3 Weldon Montgomery

American Military University

And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.
Well done!!  

Rent Your Textbooks and Save $$ at Chegg.com

One of our CG members recommended renting textbooks from chegg.com.  You can get a 5% discount with code CC100584.  Check out their website for more information chegg.com
Leadership books for Loan in Learning Center

We have received the following books in the Learning Center.  If you are interested in reading one of them, stop in and sign out the book for loan.

Listing:

The Caine Mutiny, By Herman Wouk

The World is Flat, A Brief History of the 21st Century, By Thomas L. Friedman

The Elephant and the Dragon, The Rise of India and China and What It Means for All of Us, By Robyn Meredith

So Others May Live, CG Rescue Swimmers:  Saving Lives, Defying Death, By Martha LaGuardia-Kotite

Crucial Confrontations: Never walk away from another conflict again!  By K. Patterson, J. Grenny, R. McMillan, A. Switzler

The Next Level:  What Insides Know About Executive Success, By Scott Eblin

The Pendleton Disaster Off Cape Cod:  The Greatest Small Boat Rescue in CG History, By T. Mitchell Barbo

The Coast Guard in WWI: An Untold Story, By Alex Larzelere
Presidential Courage:  Brave Leaders and How They Changed America 1789 – 1989, By M. Beschloss

Blue Ocean Strategy:  How to Create Uncontested Market Space and Make the Competition Irrelevant, By W. C. Kim and R. Mauborgne
Power Mentoring:  How Successful Mentors and Proteges Get The Most Out of Their Relationships, E. Ensher, S. Murphy

What Color is Your Parachute?  A Practical manual for Job-Hunters and Career Changers, By R. Bolles

Small Unit Leadership: A Commonsense Approach, By Col. D. Malone, USA (Ret.)

On Becoming A Leader:  The Leadership Classic, By W. Bennis
Beyond IQ, Beyond Emotional Intelligence, Social Intelligence:  The Revolutionary New Science of Human Relationships, By D. Goleman

The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and The Road to 9/11, By L. Wright

The Kite Runner, By K. Hosseini

Blink:  The Power of Thinking Without Thinking, By M. Gladwell

Strengths Finder 2.0, By T. Rath

Free Books from DANTES in Learning Center

Dantes provides free educational materials to military members.  If you are interested in a free copy of any of the following, please stop in the Learning Center.

Listing:

Need A Lift?  College Financial Aid Handbook
Best Career and Education Web Sites, 4th Ed., A Quick Guide to Online Job Search

Peterson’s Guide to Online Learning:  Get an Education Without Setting Foot in the Classroom

Don’t Miss Out: The Ambitious Student’s Guide to Financial Aid

College.EDU:  Online Resources for the Cyber-Savvy Student

Peterson’s College Success Tips

Loans and Grants From Uncle Sam: Am I Eligible and For How Much?

FREE SAT/ACT Software for Military Families

This has been sent out before, but for those of you who didn’t see it, here it is again.  Members of Military families or Veterans interested in receiving the FREE SAT/ACT Power Prep software should visit the following website for details:  www.eknowledge.com/military
Q & A:  About General Education Services

Q:  How do I schedule a CLEP/DSST/Excelsior exam?
A:  CLEP/DSST/ECE exams must be ordered (paper copy) and it takes about 5 business days to arrive.  Email the ESO or stop in the Learning Center (LC) to request a specific test be ordered for you.

Q:  How do I schedule an EOCT/EPME exam?

A:  Testing is completed any time the ESO is at Sector.  It is preferred that an appointment is set, via email or stopping in the LC, to ensure a testing seat.

Q:  How can I re-take portions of the ASVAB (AFCT)?
A:  If you are a non-rate or need to improve a portion of your ASVAB (AFCT) score for a specific CG program, re-testing can be completed by the ESO.  Email or stop in the LC to coordinate an appointment for this testing.

Q:  How do I get an Official CG Transcript?

A:  You must have a current assessment on file at the CG Institute before an official CG transcript can be generated.  Schedule an appointment via email or stop in the LC for assistance in completing the assessment form or refer to the CG Institute web site for the most current assessment form.

Q:  What is a CG Institute degree plan and how to I get one?
A:  The CG Institute has software that generates school specific degree plans.  Your CG experience and previous college can be incorporated in the degree plan so you can use this tool for determining a college you would like to attend based on the credits accepted, so forth.  The degree plans generated by the CG Institute are for planning purposes and not guaranteed completely accurate.

Q:  Do I require a degree plan to start college?

A:  No a CG Institute degree plan is not required to start college.  You can apply to the school of your choice and that school (after so many hours with them) will generate an official evaluation (degree plan) that outlines all courses you must completed to be awarded a degree from that Institute.  You will require an assessment from the CG Institute in order to have your official CG transcript sent to your college of choice.
Q:  How do I know what college to select?

A:  This is different for everyone, based on your interests and career goals.  Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges are the best choices because they are part of a partnership to support members serving in the military who are working to complete a degree.  More information and specific SOCCOAST schools are listed at http://www.soc.aascu.org/soccoast/
Q:  How much Tuition Assistance do I get per fiscal year?
A:  Each CG member is eligible to receive $4500.00 per fiscal year.  The CG will award $250.00 per credit hour.  To use FY09 TA monies you must start the course prior to 1 October 2009.

Q:  Can I get my books paid for?

A:  Many schools are starting to provide free textbooks.  If you pay for your textbooks there are several Education Grant programs to assist you in getting reimbursed.  CG Mutual Assistance Education Grant authorizes $250.00 per calendar year towards book reimbursement.  The CG Foundation Education Grant offers $350.00 towards education expense reimbursement and lastly, when funds are available the Vander Putten Ed Grant can reimburse up to $500.00.  It is your responsibility to keep receipts for your expenses.  The ESO can assist you with completing the applications for each grant program.

Q:  What is the process for submitting a Tuition Assistance request?
A:  The CG is now using Electronic Tuition Assistance (ETA) and Navy Knowledge Online web based program to process TA requests.  On the Sector Home Page there is an ETA Guide that walks you though setting up your ETA account.  By making an appointment you can come to the LC and the ESO can walk you through the process.

Steps and Link for Transferring Education Benefits to Dependents
If you need help with this process, please come see ESO in Learning Center.  It takes about 5 minutes.
Here are the steps to transfer to your dependents:

1.  Go to this site: https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB/  (please note the TEB must be capitalized and you must be logged in by CAC card.)
2.  Click “ok” and the loading of TEB site will bring you to the Single Sign-On page.

3.  The CAC Authentication method should be selected and click on Log On. This should take you to the Transfer of Education Benefits selection page where you should see all your dependents listed (those in DEERS).  Read this entire page carefully!
4.  Notice the blocks on the top left (Name, Rank, Status, and Status Date); this is where you will monitor the status of your application after you submit it, later in this process.
5.  Under the "Educational Benefit Program" click the box Post 9/11 GI Bill Chap 33 and read carefully the pop up bock that discusses your irrevocable choice by selecting the Post 9/11 GI Bill.  If you do not feel ready to make this decision, refer back to www.gibill.va.gov to learn more.
6.  Verify the dependents that are listed. Under the "Edit" column click each respective name and add the amount of benefit you want to add.  Transfer start date will be the date you are completing the application and end date depends on the following:  Your spouse may use the benefit up to 15 years after you separate from the military and your dependents can use the benefit up to their 26th birthday, calculate the date based on this information.
7.  Read and click the boxes under "Transferability of Education Benefits Acknowledgements" to acknowledge.

8.  Click Summit

You can check the status of eligibility by logging back to the site and under the member's name there is a status indicator which should read "Submitted, Pending Approval, or Approved". (ALCOAST 447/08)

Once the application is approved, THE DEPENDENT can apply to receive education benefits by submitting VA Form 1990E, Application for Transfer for Entitlement (TOE), to the Veterans Administration.
CG ALCOASTs that cover Post 9/11 GI Bill
The best source for current information on the Post 9/11 GI BILL is the VA website at HTTP://WWW.GIBILL.VA.GOV
The CG published 5 ALCOASTs that speak directly to the Post 9/11 GI Bill:  ALCOAST 447/08, 044/09, 250/09, 377/09, and 443/09.  It is important that you read all ALCOASTs in sequential order to obtain a complete picture of the CG guidance so far regarding Post 9/11 GI BILL.  

FY 10 CG LAMS at Sector Jacksonville

Sector Jacksonville will host LAMS in 2010:  week of 22 Feb 2010 and week of 19 Jul 2010.  

Target audience: Active duty and Reserve E-5. Eligible audience: Active Duty and Reserve E-6, 0-1 to 0-3; GS-7 to GS-11, WG 5 to WG-10, WL-5 to WL-10, NAF 3-4 or their equivalent and CG Auxiliarists. E-4s will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Primary consideration for attendance will be based on geographic area and non-availability of LAMS Roadshows. Reserve members requesting a quota must also request ADT-OTD orders from their servicing ISC (pf).

CLEP/DSST/ECE Testing Available in Learning Center (outside galley)

If you are interested in completing a CLEP/DSST/ECE exam you now can complete the exam in the Learning Center (ESO office) outside the galley.  You are still more than welcome to take the exam test at NS Mayport on their computers, but as a second option you can complete the paper version here at Sector Jacksonville.  CLEPs are FREE to CG (active duty) spouses!

Listing of CLEP Exams available:

Composition and Literature
American Literature

Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

English Composition without Essay

English Literature

Freshman College Composition

Humanities

Science and Mathematics
Biology

Calculus

Chemistry
College Algebra

College Mathematics

Natural Sciences

Precalculus

History and Social Sciences

American Government

History of the US I: Early Colonization to 1877

History of the US II:  1865 to Present

Human Growth and Development

Intro to Educational Psychology

Intro to Psychology

Intro to Sociology

Social Sciences and History

Western Civilization I: Ancient Near East to 1648

Western Civilization II: 1648 to the Present

Business
Financial Accounting

Information Systems and Computer Applications

Intro to Business Law

Principles of Management

Principles of Marketing
Preparing for CLEP Tests & DSSTs
I have most CLEP and DSST study books in the Learning Center for you to borrow.  If there is a test you want to take, stop in and pick up the study book and I will order the exam.  Also, on-line practice tests for both DSSTs and CLEP tests are available at no charge to military personnel.  CLEP tests are available through the Coast Guard Learning Portal (http://learning.uscg.mil).  Once you’ve logged in, follow this path: Education > Study Guide for DANTES Exams > Launch then select the test you’d like to take.  You’ll receive a certificate if you pass a practice exam with a score of 70% or higher.

To find practice DSSTs, go to http://ibt1.prometric.com/index.asp?ibt=3881494402&.  There you’ll have to register (if this is your first time at the site) and then select a test from the list of 37 DSSTs available.
November SWE ALCGENL 103/09 is published

The SWE ALCGENL 103/09 has been published.  If you are an Active Duty member sitting for promotion to E5/E6 and plan to sit for the SWE on Thursday, November 5, 2009 it is imperative that you read the message carefully and adhere to all deadlines.
October RSWE ALCOAST 014/09 is published
The RSWE ALCOAST 014/09 has been published.  If you are a Reservist member and plan to sit for the RSWE on Saturday, October 17, 2009 it is imperative that you read the message carefully and adhere to all deadlines.  The Reserve ESO, LT Corey Thayer is available on drill weekends to answer general questions about the RSWE.  

Strong Interest Inventory (online) available in the Learning Center

We now have access to complete the online version of the Strong Interest Inventory.  Interest inventories help you match your interests with occupational and educational pursuits that are compatible with those interests.  So if you are feeling like “you don’t know what to take in college” or “what “A” school is best for you”, it is highly recommended you complete an Interest Inventory.  To get started, stop by the Learning Center and you can use the computers in here to complete the Strong Interest Inventory.  This is FREE!

E-Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide Available on Sector Home Page

Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide is available on the Sector home page.  This guide walks you through step by step on how to create your Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) log in and password and then how to input your tuition assistance application.  We are no longer using paper TA forms as of March 2009.  If you need assistance, please stop in the Learning Center.
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