6/15/2009

Sector Jacksonville Education Update June 2009 (updated)
In this Update:

· Congratulations!
· City University College Visit – Tuesday - June 16th in Learning Center – 0930 – 1100
· Career Development Advisor in Galley – Wednesday and Thursday, June 17th and 18th


· CG LAMS hosted at NS Mayport – August 17 – 21, 2009
· GMT – ISS Training must be current!  MANDATORY!
· College Spotlight – Jones International University www.JIUmilitary.com
· CLEP/DSST/ECE and SAT/ACT Testing available at Sector Jacksonville
· Preparing for CLEP/DSST tests
· Strong Interest Inventory (online) Available – Complete at your own desk!
· October RSWE ALCGRSV 014/09 Published

· Important Information for Nov. SWE testers!  Read below if you need to complete EOCT/EPME before 1 Aug.

· E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE

· New Educational items arriving in Learning Center

· CG ALCOAST that cover Post 9/11 GI BILL:  ALCOAST 447/08, 044/09, and 250/09

· GI Bill Benefits Comparison Chart 
· Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide available on Sector home page
Congratulations!!
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College Graduates:

MKCS Daniel Berhoffen


Bachelor of Science in Business from Excelsior College

MST1 Joh Strandhagen


Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from American Military University
And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so I can recognize you for it.
Well done!!  

City University College Visit – Tuesday, June 16th 0930 – 1100 in Learning Center
City University of Seattle Online proudly offers a unique online learning opportunity exclusively for active members of the U.S. Military. Online Studies Degree Program, only from CityU of Seattle Online. • Convenient online learning with courses starting every January, April, July and October • Ability to transfer up to 85 credits from other accredited institutions, CLEPS, DANTES, so only one course is required from CityU to complete your degree • 90 credit program that transfers seamlessly into CityU’s bachelor programs • Flexible online Capstone class to be taken through CityU • Low $50 application fee.  Stop in Tuesday, 0930, June 16th to ask their representative more questions.
Career Development Advisor (CDA) at Sector on Wednesday and Thursday, June 17 & 18
The CDA will meet with Station Mayport folks in the Galley on Wednesday, June 17th at 0900 for a CDA presentation.  On Thursday, June 18th the Sector All Hands (E6 and below) and anyone else who wants to sit in, will meet in the galley at 0830 for the CDA presentation.   The briefing covers a variety of career related topics that may be important to anyone in the Coast Guard.  

CG LAMS at NS Mayport – August 17 – 21, Sign up now!

If you are interested in attending LAMS, August 17 – 21, 2009, at NS Mayport, please email me your Name, Rate, EMPLID, Unit Assigned, Email address (personal Email if Reservist), and Phn#.  I will add you to the tentative course roster.  A final roster will be completed in late July 2009.

GMT – ISS Training MUST be current Per ALCOAST 176/09
Per ALCOAST 176/09, USCG employees need to complete their ISS course by 06/30/09.

For this current cycle, members need to complete their ISS course between the period of 08/01/08 - 06/30/09.
Check your ISS completion date and ensure you’ve completed the course between 08/01/08 - 06/30/09.

If you’ve had this training last year, you can take a fairly simple 10 question pre-test, pass it, and you’re done.
Jones International University Spotlight

Jones International University is our newest addition to our SOCCOAST family of academic providers. They have been admitted also into the SOCCOAST-4 degree network with their Bachelors in Business Administration. JIU is a regionally accredited distance learning school who has reasonable tuition and offers scholarships to CG civilians and spouses. Outside of their Business programs they also offer a full range of education degrees up to the PhD/level.  

Stop in Learning Center and pick up more information or check out their web site www.JIUmilitary.com
CLEP/DSST/ECE Testing Available in Learning Center (outside galley)

If you are interested in completing a CLEP/DSST/ECE exam you now can complete the exam in the Learning Center (ESO office) outside the galley.  You are still more than welcome to take the exam test at NS Mayport on their computers, but as a second option you can complete the paper version here at Sector Jacksonville.  If interested, email ESO and I can forward you a listing of available exams.  CLEPs are FREE to CG (active duty) spouses!

Preparing for CLEP Tests & DSSTs

On-line practice tests for both DSSTs and CLEP tests are available at no charge to military personnel.  CLEP tests are available through the Coast Guard Learning Portal (http://learning.uscg.mil).  Once you’ve logged in, follow this path: Education > Study Guide for DANTES Exams > Launch then select the test you’d like to take.  You’ll receive a certificate if you pass a practice exam with a score of 70% or higher.

To find practice DSSTs, go to http://ibt1.prometric.com/index.asp?ibt=3881494402&.  There you’ll have to register (if this is your first time at the site) and then select a test from the list of 37 DSSTs available.
Strong Interest Inventory (online) available in the Learning Center

We now have access to complete the online version of the Strong Interest Inventory.  Interest inventories help you match your interests with occupational and educational pursuits that are compatible with those interests.  So if you are feeling like “you don’t know what to take in college” or “what “A” school is best for you”, it is highly recommended you complete an Interest Inventory.  To get started, stop by the Learning Center and you can use the computers in here to complete the Strong Interest Inventory.  This is FREE!

October RSWE ALCOAST 014/09 is published
The RSWE ALCOAST 014/09 has been published.  If you are a Reservist member and plan to sit for the RSWE on Saturday, October 17, 2009 it is imperative that you read the message carefully and adhere to all deadlines.  The Reserve ESO, LT Corey Thayer is available on drill weekends to answer general questions about the RSWE.  

Important Info for those sitting for Nov. SWE and need to make 1 August cut-off for testing!
ESO will be out of office July 27- 31, 2009 at the DOD Worldwide Conference.  IF you need to take a test and must make the 1 August 2009 cut-off for the November SWE, please plan ahead and get your testing done now.  Last year I was testing up to the last minute on July 31st due to folks waiting until the last minute, this option will not be available at Sector Jacksonville this year.
E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE

The on-line version of the E-PME Study Guide has been deleted from the Coast Guard Learning Portal.  For the most up-to-date E-PME information, go to http://www.tracenpetaluma.com/e-pme/.

You can also order the Study Guide in hard-copy or on a CD-ROM.  To do this, provide your ESO with your employee ID number and the version of the Study Guide you’d like sent to you.
New Educational Items in Learning Center (by Galley)

A short time ago we received an Evergreen Grant to support the Learning Center.  As of today these are the new items available for your use:
1. There are now 4 operational network computers set up.  If you cannot find a workstation to use, these are available for everyone to use.  We will now complete EOCT/EPME testing on the computers.  You can also come in here to complete GMT in a quiet location.  If you need assistance with assessments, eTA, etc… come to the LC and use the computers.

2. A few of the CLEP study guides arrived:  College Algebra, Biology, Freshman College Composition, Intro to Sociology, Analyzing & Interpreting Literature, Ethics in America, and Principles of Marketing.  You can CLEP here at the LC or you can go to NS Mayport, it’s your choice.  
3. We have a non-network computer set up with the Spanish Rosetta Stone operational!  Come on in and give it a try.  Coming soon will be a laptop with 6 Rosetta Stone languages (Russian, Spanish, Italian, German, French, and Arabic).
4. If you’d like to complete an online Strong Interest Inventory, stop in and I’ll get you started.  The Strong Interest Inventory will provide a complete summary of your interests and help you focus on a career or degree goal.

5. Fax machine available in the LC.  If you are over here and need to fax, stop in the LC, it will save you a trip over to Admin.

6. There is tons of college literature arriving daily in the LC.  Feel free to stop in any time and browse and take the college literature and books you want.
CG ALCOASTs that cover Post 9/11 GI Bill
The best source for current information on the Post 9/11 GI BILL is the VA website at HTTP://WWW.GIBILL.VA.GOV
The CG published 3 ALCOASTs so far that speak directly to the Post 9/11 GI Bill:  ALCOAST 447/08, 044/09, and 250/09.  It is important that you read all 3 ALCOASTs in sequential order to obtain a complete picture of the CG guidance so far regarding Post 9/11 GI BILL.
GI Bill Benefit Comparison Chart

The Department of Veterans Affairs has just published on its web site a new page comparing the benefits you can receive under each of the existing GI Bill education benefit programs: MGIB-AD, MGIB-SR, REAP, and the new Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act.  Included on this page is a table showing these side-by-side.  You can find this information at http://www.gibill.va.gov/GI_Bill_Info/CH33/Benefit_Comparison_Chart.htm.
And if you’re trying to decide which of the four programs will be better for you, you’ll see links on that page to quite a number of case studies.

E-Tuition Assistance  (eTA) Guide Available on Sector Home Page
Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide is available on the Sector home page.  This guide walks you through step by step on how to create your Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) log in and password and then how to input your tuition assistance application.  We are no longer using paper TA forms.  If you need assistance, please stop in the Learning Center.
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