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Sector Jacksonville Education Update #010
In this Update:

· Congratulations!

· Electronic Tuition Assistance officially begins
· CLEP Testing available at Sector Jacksonville
· LAMS Class Dates 13 – 17 April  - Sign up now with ESO
· Captain’s License college credit courses available – Northeast Wisconsin Technical College

· E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE
· On-line PDE now available for viewing
· GI Bill Benefits Comparison Chart
· OCS Boards 
Congratulations!!
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Well done!!  

New E-Tuition Assistance Processing Officially Begins
Electronic Tuition Assistance processing officially began on 1 March 2009.  There is a link on the Sector home page to access the eTA SOP which walks you through step by step on how to process your eTA request.    It is critical that you follow the SOP or your eTA request may be delayed or not processed in a timely manner.
CLEP Testing Available in Learning Center (outside galley)
If you are interested in completing a CLEP exam you now can complete the CLEP test in the Learning Center (ESO office) outside the galley.  You are still more than welcome to take the CLEP test at NS Mayport on their computers, but as a second option you can complete the paper version here at Sector Jacksonville.  If interested, email ESO and I can forward you a listing of available exams.  CLEPs are FREE to CG (active duty) spouses!
LAMS Class – April 13 – 17, 2009
The LAMS course will be offered by Sector Jacksonville from April 13 to 17, 2009.  If you need LAMS and want to get on the roster to attend, please email me your EMPLID, First and Last Name, Unit Assigned and Email address.  I will add you to the roster and about 3-4 weeks prior to course start date a finalized course roster will be published and all attendees will be notified.  
We have plenty of spaces for this LAMS course and criteria for attendance are E-5 and E-6, (E-4’s acceptable if currently in supervisory role), O-2 and O-3 (active duty and reservists), civilian employees GS 7-11, WG, WS, NAF and Auxiliary members.  Email ESO if you want to get on the list for this training.
Captain’s License courses for college credit – Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College offers TA authorized online courses approved by the National Maritime Center to include Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessel (OUPV Captain’s License), Masters 25, 50, and 100-Ton Upgrade, Assistance Towing and Sailing endorsements.  Also offered is training in Recreational Marine Radar and Global Marine Distress Safety Systems.  Email ESO for more information.
E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE

The on-line version of the E-PME Study Guide has been deleted from the Coast Guard Learning Portal.  For the most up-to-date E-PME information, go to http://www.tracenpetaluma.com/e-pme/.

You can also order the Study Guide in hard-copy or on a CD-ROM.  To do this, provide your ESO with your employee ID number and the version of the Study Guide you’d like sent to you.
On-line PDEs Now Available for Viewing
YNCM Terrilee Brown at the Personnel Service Center (PSC) advises that the PDEs for the May 2009 SWE are now available for viewing in Direct Access.  The deadline for sending corrections to PSC is 01 April (ALCGENL 012/09).  
GI Bill Benefit Comparison Chart

The Department of Veterans Affairs has just published on its web site a new page comparing the benefits you can receive under each of the existing GI Bill education benefit programs: MGIB-AD, MGIB-SR, REAP, and the new Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act.  Included on this page is a table showing these side-by-side.  You can find this information at http://www.gibill.va.gov/GI_Bill_Info/CH33/Benefit_Comparison_Chart.htm.
And if you’re trying to decide which of the four programs will be better for you, you’ll see links on that page to quite a number of case studies.

OCS Board Cut-Off Dates
If you plan to apply for an OCS program, please keep this information in mind.  It is your responsibility to plan ahead and meet cut-off dates.  The OCS board schedule message is released in late July every year, so please plan accordingly.  Also www.gocoastguard.com and your Division Chain of Command are the starting points for OCS programs.
Steps for scheduling an OCS Interview:
1.  Work closely with your Division chain of command to complete your OCS package.  The OCS package should be routed via the applicable department head for CO endorsement at least 30 days prior to the ESO pre-board deadline for receiving completed packages.
2.  Contact the ESO to find out when/where the OCS boards will be held and package due dates.  Do not rely solely on the dates published in the OCS board schedule message (the dates are a guide/not firm dates).  
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