Chaplain Karen J. Rector was born in Warren County, Kentucky,
and graduated from Western Kentucky University with a B.A.
She enlisted in the U.S. Navy in December of 1997, at which time
she entered the delayed entry program.

Chaplain Rector attended Recruit Training Command Great Lakes,
lllinois, in May of 1998. Following Recruit Training, she attended
Airframes Mechanic (Structural) “A” School in Pensacola, Florida
and received orders to the Airframes Shop with VS-22 (Vidars) at
NAS Jacksonville, Florida. During her time at VS-22, Airman
Rector was promoted to Petty Officer Third Class.

During LCDR Rector’s tour with VS-22, the squadron forward
deployed to the Persian Gulf for a seven month deployment.
Upon return from deployment, she applied and was accepted to
the Chaplain Candidate Program Officer (CCPO). In August of
2002, Chaplain Rector began her Master’s of Divinity degree at
Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky, and
received her commission through the CCPO program. Ensign Rector attended the Chaplain Basic Course
in Newport, Rhode Island, from May to August 2003.

Upon completion of her Masters of Divinity in May 2005, LCDR Rector was ordained by her home church
Central Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky. She then attended the Tools, Empowerment, and Ministry
Skills course (TEAMS) at Newport, Rhode Island where she received orders to Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center, Marine Air Ground Task Force Training Command, Twentynine Palms, California. She
served as the Protestant Chapel chaplain and Headquarters Battalion chaplain from October 2005 to
April 2008.

LCDR Rector then received orders to Combat Logistics Battalion 3, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe
Bay, Hawaii, where she deployed in support of OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF) with the Special
Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force (SPMAGTF) Afghanistan from October 2008 to May 2009, and
again in support of OEF 10-2 from October 2010 to June 2011. Upon completion of her tour with CLB-3,
Chaplain Rector executed orders to CNSL Ministry Center, Mayport, Florida, where she deployed in USS
HUE CITY (CG 66) in support of the USS EISENHOWER Carrier Strike Group from June 2012 to December
2012 and again from February 2013 to July 2013. Chaplain Rector was promoted to the rank of LCDR on
1 September 2013.

Chaplain Rector’s personal awards include Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3 awards),
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal (2 awards) and Fleet Marine
Force Qualification. Chaplain Rector was the recipient of the 2013 Military Chaplains Association
Distinguished Service Award.



