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Commander Byrd received her commission as an Ensign in 1995 upon graduation from the Coast Guard Academy in New London, Connecticut. 
 
She began her Coast Guard career as a Deck Watch Officer aboard the CGC GALLATIN.  Her next tour was at Marine Safety Unit Galveston, where she served as a marine inspector and marine investigator.  Following this tour, Commander Byrd was assigned to Marine Safety Office Honolulu, where she served as the Chief of the Planning Department for two years, and then as Port State Control Branch Chief for two years.  Commander Byrd then attended San Jose State University in Northern California to earn a Master’s Degree in Human Factors.  

Commander Byrd was then assigned to the Office of Design and Engineering Standards in Washington, D. C. and served in the Human Element and Ship Design Division.  She reported to Sector Jacksonville as the Chief of the Prevention Department in June of 2011.  



Debbie H. Buckland
Executive Vice President, Commercial Banking Manager
City President - Jacksonville
SunTrust Bank, North Florida


Debbie is currently the Commercial Banking Manager for the North Florida Region of SunTrust Bank.  In this role, Debbie is responsible for all aspects of Commercial Banking, including Core Commercial and Institutional & Governmental.  Her team serves commercial clients in the $10 million to $150 million revenue segment across the six markets SunTrust serves in the North Florida Region.  Additionally, Debbie serves as the City President in Jacksonville.

Debbie joined SunTrust (then United Virginia Bank/Crestar) in the mid-eighties in Virginia and spent several years in various markets throughout Virginia.  Debbie and her family relocated to Jacksonville in the late nineties and she joined SunTrust in North Florida.  

Debbie currently serves as Treasurer of Downtown Vision, Inc and on the board of Economic Roundtable of Jacksonville.  She is Immediate Past Chair of the Jacksonville Women’s Business Center.  She is a past Board Chair of the American Cancer Society Duval Board and served on the Florida Division Board.  She is a member of the River Garden Foundation Board, Wolfson Children’s Hospital Women’s Board, Jacksonville Women’s Network and the Women’s Giving Alliance.  

Debbie was named a 2006 Woman of Influence by the Jacksonville Business Journal, is a 2009 Graduate of Leadership Jacksonville and in 2011 was named by the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women as one of Jacksonville’s Women Making a Difference. 

Debbie is a 1979 graduate of Emory & Henry College in Emory, Virginia with a B.A. in Business & Economics and Philosophy.
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Director, Marine Operations
Blount Island and Dames Point Marine Terminals 
and Cruise Operations
Jacksonville Port Authority (JAXPORT)
Jacksonville, Florida 
    Ms. Robas has been with the Jacksonville Port Authority since 1995. Presently she serves as Director, Blount Island, Dames Point Marine Terminals and Cruise Operations. Blount Island is the largest of JAXPORT’s three marine terminals and together with Dames Point, the site of the TraPac Terminal for Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, Ltd. these terminals handle approximately 80 percent of the nearly 925,000 TEUs moved annually through all JAXPORT facilities and representing over $41 million in revenues for 2012. Ms. Robas also oversees the operation of JAXPORT’s Cruise Terminal.

            Ms. Robas is responsible for the day-to-day management of terminal operations, including supervision of terminal staff, planning for vessel arrivals and departures, and traffic coordination. She ensures the reliability and maintenance of all port equipment and infrastructure of port property.  She also oversees terminal security, cargo control and relations with port customers, city, state and federal law enforcement agencies as well as all other support functions. She is responsible for the development and management of a $6.2 million operating budget.

Ms. Robas received her Bachelor of Science degree from Florida International University in Miami, Florida and her Masters of Business Administration from Jacksonville University through their Executive MBA program. 
Affiliations:  Ms. Robas is actively involved in several local and state organizations:
· Jacksonville Marine Transportation Exchange  (JMTX) – president and board of directors
· Appointed to the NE and Eastern Central Florida Area Maritime Security Committee 
by the Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Federal Maritime Security Coordinator. 
Term: Sept 15, 2008 – Sept 15, 2011
· Commissioner, State of Florida Board of Harbor Pilots 1995 – 2007 
· Propeller Club - Jacksonville, Florida, president and board of directors 
· Leadership Florida 
· Girl Scout of Gateway Council – officer and board of directors
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Surgeon, Naval Forces Southern Command, U.S. 
Fourth Fleet advising 
Commander 
on all Health Services Support and Clinical
 matters in the Caribbean, Central and South America as well as serving as Task Force Surgeon for Multinational and Joint exercises and subject matter expert for planning theater medical engagements, humanitarian and disaster response planning, and deployment of the USNS COMFORT in support Operation Continuing Promise.
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Christine Dorr, M
.
D
.
, FACOG, MS
Captain, Medical Corps, United States Navy
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Most recently she completed Office of Secretary of Defense TRICARE Management Activity tour serving as Medical Director and Chief of Clinical Operations at the North TRICARE Region, providing clinical oversight of a $4 billion dollar, 23 state managed care support contract servicing 44 northern region CONUS military treatment facilities across all DoD services.
Born and raised in Louisville, KY, she graduated from Centre College in Danville, KY with a BS in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology in 1988, then immediately went on to medical training at the University of Louisville, School of Medicine. While there she was awarded a Navy Health Professions Scholarship in 1989 and was inducted into the Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society. In 1992, she began her active service interning at Naval Medical Center San Diego (NMCSD) in Obstetrics and Gynecology, which was followed by overseas General Medical Officer tours as Medical Department Head, USS NIAGARA FALLS, AFS-3 and Emergency Room physician, Naval Hospital Guam. 
She returned to NMCSD to complete her for OBGYN residency from 1996-1999, followed by her first Staff OBGYN tour at Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton (NHCP). As one of the originators of the "9 visit obstetrical pathway”, while at NHCP her work served as the basis for DOD Uncomplicated Pregnancy guideline which continues to serve as the backbone for all prenatal care services for the entire Military Health System and the VA. In addition, she became known for specialized expertise in Pelvic Floor Dysfunction and Chronic Pain Management, creating combined clinics with OBGYN and Urology. This resulted in selection as NMCSD Urogynecology and Pelvic Floor disorders Division Head in 2003 selection. Other notable accomplishments: Principal researcher and site director for the Urinary Incontinence Treatment Network 2003-2006; Deployment aboard the USNS MERCY T-AH 19, Operation Unified Assistance II, March 2005 during which she served as Officer-In-Charge of the 81 member detachment at Modilon General Hospital, Papua New Guinea.
In 2006, as Obstetrics and Gynecology Department Head, National Naval Medical Center, She assumed responsibility for day-to-day operations of the command's highest volume clinic and its 80 providers and staff, while planning and supervising the early phases of integration and construction for the new Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. In May 2007, she assumed additional duties Assistant Director of Surgical Services, serving on the NNMC Board of Directors until detaching in July 2009, providing leadership and oversight for 14 departments. Highlights of her time at NNMC included: the creation and conduct of the first Joint Medical Department Head Training and Orientation Course for NNMC and WRAMC; service as Obstetrical Consultant to the Congressional Office of the Attending Physician; Women's Health Quality Physician Advisor; memberships of the command's Patient Safety Committee, Executive Committee of the Medical Staff, and NNMC Quality Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional Education includes: Industrial College of  the Armed Forces, National Defense University, class of 2010, Masters Degree, National Strategic Resourcing, with a focus on Leadership Development, Defense Business Transformation, and Post-conflict Nation Building & Reconstruction (honored as a Semifinalist in the Secretary of Defense Transformation Essay Contest for her paper on Female Circumcision in Somalia discussing its impact on women's socioeconomic capacity and as underlying factor to security and instability in that region); MedXcellence; Lean Six Sigma Executive Green Belt; Joint Medical Planners Course; and Naval War College Executive Level Operational Level of War Course. She is an active member of American Colleges of OBGYN and Physician Executives as well as DoD Senior Professional Women’s Association. Personal Awards include: Navy Achievement and Commendation medals, Navy Meritorious Service Medal, and the Defense Superior Service Medal.
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Commander Laura J. Thompson
United States Coast Guard


Commander Thompson is a native of Tucson, Arizona, and a 1993 graduate from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering.  She also holds a Masters Degree in Homeland Security from the Naval Post Graduate School, Center for Homeland Defense and Security in Monterey, CA and a Masters in Business Administration from Strayer University in Arlington, Virginia.  She holds an FAA Rotary Wing Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) Certificate and a Commercial Instrument Rating in rotary wing and single engine fixed wing aircraft.
CDR Thompson’s operational assignments include Deck Watch Officer on board the CGC CHASE and Rotary Wing Pilot/Flight Examiner at Air Station Borinquen, Air Station Los Angeles, and Air Station Miami.  Her staff assignments include aviation resource planning at Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington DC, and contingency planning in the Office of Maritime Homeland Defense at USCG Pacific Area, Alameda, CA.
She currently serves as the Executive Officer at U.S. Coast Guard Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron (HITRON) located in Jacksonville, Florida.  HITRON is the Coast Guard’s only Airborne Use of Force unit that deploys 24/7 to support Counter Drug operations in both the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific theatres.
CDR Thompson’s military decorations include the Coast Guard Meritorious Service Medal, Coast Guard Commendation Medal (two awards), and the Coast Guard Achievement Medal (three awards). 
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Operations Manager,
Fourth Medical Examiner District


Kim was appointed Operations Manager, Fourth District Medical Examiner’s Office, by Mayor Brown in October, 2013. 

Kim is a military veteran, recently transitioned from her first career as a U.S. Navy Surface Warfare Officer.  Her 21 years of military service includes at-sea tours on the amphibious ship USS KEARSARGE (LHD 3), destroyer USS GONZALEZ (DDG 66) and guided-missile cruiser USS GETTYSBURG (CG 64). These assignments included deployments to the Persian Gulf, providing air defense for U.S. aircraft carriers, off the coast of the Horn of Africa conducting counter-piracy operations and in Central and South America region conducting counter-illicit trafficking operations.  Her final Navy tour was at UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND (CENTCOM) in Tampa, Florida conducting maritime planning.

Kim has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Florida A&M University and an MBA from Jacksonville University. 

Kim’s interests include coaching girls’ sports and spending time with her family.  She is married to a former Marine, JT, and they have two children, son Raleigh 19 years old and daughter, Tess 8 years old. 


CDR Alisa Praskovich enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1996 and started her career at Coast Guard Station Mayport, FL where she qualified as a law enforcement Boarding Team Member and Small Boat Engineer.  Shortly after reporting aboard, CDR Praskovich was selected for Officers Candidate School (OCS) which she completed in September 1997.
Upon graduating from OCS, CDR Praskovich reported to the Coast Guard Cutter MIDGETT, a 378’ High Endurance Cutter based out of Seattle, WA.  She completed her two year tour as a Deck Watch Officer and then reported to a coastal buoy tender, the CGC MARIPOSA, also based out of Seattle, WA.  After completing nearly four years afloat, CDR Praskovich headed to the beach and served as a budget officer for the 13th Coast Guard District until the summer of 2001.  
It was not until September of 2001 that CDR Praskovich landed in her chosen specialty of Marine Safety.  CDR Praskovich served at Marine Safety Office Puget Sound filling positions as the Waterways Management Branch Chief and Marine Inspector until she received orders to serve as the Chief of Vessel Inspections in Duluth, MN.  CDR Praskovich only had to survive two winters in Duluth before being accepted into the Coast Guard’s graduate degree program for Transportation Management.
CDR Praskovich completed her Masters Degree in Marine Policy from the University of Washington.  After graduate school, CDR Praskovich departed Seattle for a tour in Washington, D.C. where she served on staff for the Deputy Commandant for Operations (DCO).  While assigned to DCO, a unique opportunity to serve as an ocean policy advisor to the Obama Administration arose.  She applied and was accepted to the White House position where she helped facilitate implementation of the President’s new National Ocean Policy from 2010 to 2012.  
After the White House It was time for CDR Praskovich to return to field operations.  She reported to Coast Guard Sector Jacksonville in July 2012 where she currently serves as the Chief of the Inspections Division and directs vessel inspections on U.S. and foreign ships operating in the ports of Fernandina and Jacksonville.  
CDR Praskovich was born in Pittsburgh, PA and is a devoted Steelers fan despite their disappointing season this year. 
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