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SUBJ:  OPERATIONAL DISTINGUISHING DEVICE FOR AWARDS
1.  LAST YEAR THE LANT/D5 AWARDS BOARD INITIATED A PROJECT TO CLARIFY OPERTIONAL DISTINGUISHING DEVICE (O-DEVICE) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND PROMOTES CONSISTENT AWARD OF THE DEVICE.
2.  A SURVEY OF DISTRICT AWARDS BOARD IDENTIFIED VARIED INTERPRETATIONS OF O-DEVICE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, ESPECIALLY IN RESPECT TO DEFINING “HANDS ON PARTICIPATION.”  THESE VARIED INTERPRETATIONS RESULTED IN INCONSISTENT AWARD OF THE DEVICE.  
3.  THE LANT/D5 AWARDS BOARD DEVELOPED A MATRIX OF JOB ACTIVITIES DEPICTING THE MAJOR DUTIES PERFORMED AT CG UNITS.  EACH JOB ACTIVITY WAS RATE BY EACH LANTAREA DISTRICT AWARDS BOARD AS OPERATIONAL OR NON-OPERATIONAL.  THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY WERE SHARED WITH EACH DISTRICT AWARDS BOARD FOR CONCURRENCE.
4.  THE RESULTS OF THE O-DEVICE SURVEY WERE CONSISTENT WITH GUIDANCE RECOMMENDED BY A COMDT CHARTERED QAT AND ARE PROVIDED TO ASSIST AWARDS BOARDS AND AWARDS PROCESSORS IN DETERMINING O-DEVICE ELIGIBILITY.
5.  IF AN AWARD’S MAJOR CITED ACHIEVEMENTS DOCUMENT PERFORMANCE INVOLVING THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES, THE O-DEVICE SHOULD BE RECOMMENDED. 
A.  AVIATION:  PILOT, CO-PILOT, OR FLIGHT CREW.
B.  SHORESIDE OPS/PSU:  COXSWAIN, BOAT ENGINEER, OR CREWMAN.
C.  CUTTERS:  UNDERWAY WATCHES: NAVIGATION, SEAMANSHIP, LAW ENFORCEMENT, ICEBREAKING OR SAR; SHIPBOARD EVOLUTIONS (E.G. TOWING, SMALL BOAT OPS, RAS, AMIO, FLIGHT OPS, DAMAGE CONTROL).
D.  MARINE SAFETY:  OIL CONTAINMENT BOOM DEPLOYMENT; DIRECTING ON-SITE OIL SPILL RESPONSE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS; PORT SECURITY PAROLS IN CONJUNCTION WITH OPERATIONAL DEPLOYMENTS (TRAINING/EXERCISE DEPLOYMENTS ARE CONSIDERED NON-OPERATIONAL).
E.  ATON:  DISCREPANCY RESPONSE, CONSTRUCTION, MAINTAINENCE, SERVICE OR POSITIONING.
F.  TACLET/LEDET:  DEPLOYMENT AS A BOARDING TEAM MEMBER OR BOARDING OFFICER.
6.  IF AN AWARD’S MAJOR CITED ACHIEVEMNTS DOCUMENT PERFORMANCE INVOLVING THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES, THE O-DEVICE SHOULD NOT BE RECOMMENDED.
A.  AVIATION:  AIR CREW COORDINATION/SCHEDULING; FLIGHT EXAMINING BOARDS; TRAINING ACTIVITIES; AVIATION ELECTRONIC, ENGINEERING OR COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS REPAIR/MAINTAINENCE.
B.  SHORESIDE OPS/PSU:  BOAT ELECTRONIC, ENGINEERING OR COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE; TRAINING; DISTRICT, GROUP, OR STATION OPS CENTER ACTIVITIES; GROUP/STATION OPS OR LAW ENFORCEMENT COORDINATION/SCHEDULING.
C.  CUTTERS:  ADMINISTRATION; TRAINING; ELECTRONIC, ENGINEERING, COMBAT OR COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE.
D.  MARINE SAFETY:  DOCKSIDE INSPECTIONS OR SAFETY COMPLIANCE EXAMINATIONS; MSO OPERATIONS CENTER ACTIVITIES; POST-CASUALTY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT OR CASUALTY INVESTIGATIONS; OIL SPILL INVESTIGATIONS FOR CIVIL PENALTY ASSESSMENT; SAFETY COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS OF COMMERCIAL PORT FACILITIES; INSPECTIONS OF INTER-MODAL FREIGHT CONTAINERS CARRYING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AT COMMERCIAL PORT FACILITIES; DIRECTING VESSEL TRAFFIC CONTROL OPS FROM A REMOTE, FIELD COMMAND POST OR VESSEL FOR MARINE EVENTS OF HAZARDOUS PORT OPS; SUPERVISING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS (E.G. OIL, EXPLOSIVES, AND LIQUEFIED HAZARDOUS GASES) TRANSFER FROM VESSELS/PORT FACILITIES; TRAINING.
E.  ATON:  LIGHTHOUSE RESTORATION.
7.  THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY WILL BE EMPLOYED BY THE LANT/D5 AWARDS BOARD TO DETERMINE O-DEVICE ELIGIBILITY AND PROMOTE CONSISTENT AWARD OF THE DEVICE.  I ENCOURAGE EACH AWARDS BOARD AND LANT/D5 UNIT TO EMPLOY THESE GUIDELINES TO PROMOTE CONSISTENT RECOGNITION OF OUR PEOPLE.
8.  THESE GUIDELINES WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO A FUTURE CHANGE OF THE LANT/D5 AWARDS PREPARATION HANDBOOK.
9.  POC:  LCDR TROUSDELL (757) 398-6427.
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