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Subj: OFFICER I N CHARGE MARI NE | NSPECTI ON (OCM ) APPROVAL OF
QUALI FI ED | NDI VI DUALS FOR DESI GNATI ON AS PERSON | N CHARGE
OF LI FERAFTS AND | NFLATABLE BUOYANT APPARATUS

Ref : (a) 46 CFR 199. 100
(b) SOLAS 74, Chapter 111, Regulation 10
(c) COVDTI NST M 6000. 8, MsSM Vol une I11, Chapters 15 & 19
(d) COVDTI NST M 6000. 7, MSM Vol une |1, Chapter 20
(e) STOW 95, Section A, Chapter VI
(f) SOLAS Resol utions A 742(18), A. 770(18)
1. In an effort to align U S. regulation with internationa

standards, and to provide for performance based regul ation, the
Coast CGuard rewote the lifesaving regulations for U S. flag
shipping to mrror the international requirenents found in
SOLAS. Under the rewite, OCMs are authorized to “permt
persons practiced in the handling and operation of liferafts or
i nfl atabl e bouyant apparatus to be placed in charge of liferafts
or inflatabl e bouyant apparatus” as substitutes for |icensed,
docunented, or certificated persons. This substitution is only
valid for the person in charge of liferafts and infl atable
bouyant apparatus and should not be extended to |ifeboats or
rescue boats.

2. OCM acceptance of these substitutions is not nmandatory.
Reference (a) still requires trained persons to nuster and assi st
untrai ned individuals as well as sufficient |icensed, docunented,
or certificated persons to |launch and operate the survival craft.
I n nost cases the nunber of |icensed, docunented or certificated
persons necessary to |launch the survival craft will also be
satisfactory to neet the m ni nrum nunber of persons in charge
required by reference (a). Wiere this is not the case, the OCM
may decide to accept substitutes for the persons in charge of the
liferafts of inflatable bouyant apparatus.

3. This decision is to be based on the OCM s eval uation of “the
nature of the voyage, the nunber of persons permtted onboard,
and the characteristics of the vessel” as enunerated in 46 CFR
199.100(c) (1). References (b) through (f) may be used for
addi ti onal guidance. Specifically, the person in charge of the

i nfl atabl es nmust be able to conpetently nanage the peopl e
onboard and operate the survival craft for the tine necessary
bef ore rescue.
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4. The mnimumecriteria for accepting non-certificated
substitutes for the person in charge, of inflatable rafts or
bouyant apparatus shoul d i ncl ude:

a. sati sfactory denonstration of the individual’ s skills
during drills conducted on the vessel,

b. an affidavit by the vessel’s present naster
attesting to the individual’s conpetence, and

C. enroll ment in a random drug testing program as per
46 CFR 16. Conpletion of a course in liferaft or
| nfl at abl e Buoyant Apparatus depl oynent and operation may
be accepted by the OCM in lieu of_the drill requirenent.
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