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Di stribution

This letter pronul gates Seventh Coast Guard District policy
for inplenmenting Port State exam nation standards for foreign
flag freight vessels to which the SOLAS Conventions do not
apply (less than 500 gross tons).

In April 1994, the U S. Coast Guard inplenented an initiative
to elimnate substandard comercial ships fromU S. waters,
as mandated by the 1994 Departnent of Transportation
Appropriations legislation. |In response to this mandate, and
the | arge nunber of substandard vessels of |ess than 500
gross tons trading within the Seventh Coast Guard District, a
three year interimboarding programfor foreign flag freight
vessel s under 500 gross tons was instituted by the Seventh
District. This interimprogramallowed for continued
operation of these vessels so long as they net m ni mum
interimstandards and were working toward conpliance with
international standards or U S. regulations. This interim
program comenced in May 1994 and concl udes on 01 July 1997.

Over the last three years, nuch progress has been nade in
bringi ng these substandard vessels into sonme formof mninm
conpliance. Additionally, the Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety
Code was recently devel oped by the signatories of the

Cari bbean Menorandum of Under standing on Port State Control.
This Code provides the first true international standard for
freight vessels of I ess than 500 gross tons that are flagged
and operating within the Cari bbean region. Accordingly, the
port state control programfor vessels |ess than 500 gross
tons has been nodified to take into consideration the recent
efforts in the international maritinme community, and in
particul ar, the devel opnent of the Cari bbean Cargo Ship

Saf ety Code.

Begi nning 01 July 1997, all foreign freight vessels of |ess
t han 500 gross tons calling in Seventh District ports shal
be evaluated by the OCM/COTP to determ ne conpliance with
the general construction standards of a classification
society neeting International Maritinme O ganization (1M
Resolution A 739(18). A classification listing/notation in
colum 4 of Lloyds Register of Ships may be taken as
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verification of such construction. U S. construction for

i nspected service, such as offshore supply vessels, nay al so
be accepted as verification of construction to classification
soci ety standards; however, U S. construction as a fishing
vessel may not. Ot herw se, the COTP/OCM mnust eval uate the
vessel's scantlings based on the appropriate scantling rules
of either American Bureau of Shipping or Lloyds. Vessels
that do not neet the general construction standards of an | MO
A.739(18) classification society will be notified of this
fact in witing.

Vessel s which do not neet a Classification Society s general
construction standards, and have been notified of this fact
in witing, shall be denied entry to Seventh District ports.
Vessel s which arrive in port and are subsequently determ ned
not to neet a Classification Society’s general construction
standards shall be issued a witten notification of this
status by the OCM /COTP and allowed to depart the U S

W t hout cargo.

Vessel s determ ned by the OCM/COIP to neet a C assification
Society’s construction standards, but whose hulls or fram ng
menbers are significantly wasted, wll be notified of the
deficiencies in witing and may be all owed, at OCM / COTP

di scretion, to continue in U S. trade while working toward
conpliance. For this category of vessel the witten
notification should specify a conpliance date for conpletion
of repairs not later than 01 January 1998.

Begi nning 01 January 1998, vessels trading to Seventh
District ports nmust hold a U S. Coast Guard Certificate of

| nspection (CA), attesting to conpliance with either
Subchapter | or the Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety Code; or a
flag state or “recogni zed organi zation” issued certificate
under the Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Code. Caribbean Cargo
Ship Safety Certificates issued by International Association
of Classification Society (1ACS) nenbers may be accepted by
the OCM /COTP until such time as the vessel’s Flag State
assigns its owm list of “recognized organi zati ons.

The basis for issue of a Flag State/recogni zed organi zation
certificate nmust be the new vessel provisions of the

Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Code. Limted exceptions to this
standard may be accepted by individual COTP/ OCM s based on an
eval uation of |ocal operating conditions and a determ nation
that overall safety of the vessel and its creww Il not be
conprom sed. The basis for the Coast Guard inspection wl|
be the standards contained in the Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety
Code or the applicable U S. standards contained in 46 CFR
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Subchapter |. Applicable vessel inspection fees under 46
CFP. Part 2.10 will be assessed for Coast CGuard inspections
which lead to the issuance of a CO.

Vessel s which hold Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Certificates
i ssued by signatories to the Menorandum of Understandi ng on
Port State Control in the Caribbean Region, or their

recogni zed organi zations, wll be exam ned based on the
general Port State Control procedures contained in Annex 1 of
t hat Menorandum The sanme will be true for Certificates

i ssued by U. S. recognized organi zati ons. Vessels which hold
Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Certificates issued by non-
signatory nations or their recogni zed organi zations wll be
nmore critically evaluated and undergo an expanded initial
Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Code exam nati on.

The Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Code checklist (enclosure 1)
w Il be used as the docunentation for these exam nations.
Subsequent exam nations wll be schedul ed and carried out
based on the boarding matri x procedures in the MSM Vol. II
Chapter 23, as nodified by enclosure (2).

Vessel s requesting U. S. inspection will be exam ned by the
Coast Guard for “full conpliance” wth the “new vessel”

provi sions of the Code (unless conpliance with Subchapter

is specifically requested by the vessel owner/operator). The
“full conpliance” inspection will require a section by
section review of the Code to establish the appropriate
mnimumcriteria for each vessel.

Initial inspection by the Coast Guard utilizing the
provi sions of the Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety Code w ||
require the mninumfollow ng procedures:

(a) Verification of hull design to an accepted classification
society standard. This may be acconplished by utilizing
t he nmet hods di scussed i n paragraph 3 above or may require
hull scantling review. If hull scantling reviewis
requi red, the vessel owner shall contract with a
recogni zed cl assification society to provide such review
for OCM acceptance. The OCM shall not generally
forward plans to the Marine Safety Center (G MsSC) for
scantling review

(b) I'nitial drydock exam nation. Prior to issuance of the
CA, each vessel nust be exam ned on dock by a Coast
Guard inspector. This examnation will determ ne the
condition of the vessel’s hull, sea valves, interna
structural nenbers, and tank conditions. As an
alternative, the OCM nmy accept equival ent survey
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reports froman organi zation neeting | MO resol ution
A. 739(1 8)

(c) Vessel subdivision and stability shall be evaluated to

the m ni num standards defined in the Cari bbean Cargo Ship
Safety Code, Chapter 2, Parts B and C. Chapter 2, Part B
is relatively self explanatory; however, water testing of
bul kheads on existing vessels should only be consi dered
when serious doubt exists as to the adequacy or integrity
of the watertight bul khead. Each vessel nust conply with
the provisions of Chapter 2, Part C of the Caribbean
Cargo Ship Safety Code particularly the requirenent for
an incline test and witten stability information. |If
this informati on does not already exist, (G MSC) shoul d
be contacted to assist in conducting an inclining test
and anal yzing the stability information submtted to
conply wwth sections 2.16 and 2.17 of the Code. Use of
the stability and subdivision rules for OSVs is not
appropri ate.

(d) During the initial Inspection for Certification, the
Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Code checklist should be used
as an aide to docunent the exam nation. It should be
stressed that the checklist was designed as a Port State
Control evaluation tool and does not cover all pertinent
sections of the Code with regard to an initial
inspection. The initial inspection will require a
section by section review of the Code to establish the
appropriate mnimumcriteria for certification. Manning
shal |l be established based on the 3 watch criteria,
unl ess the OCM determ nes the voyage to be of such a
duration that safety will not be conprom sed by a | esser
st andar d.

Vessel owners may request inspection of their vessels under
the provisions of 46 CFR Subchapter | as an alternative to
conpliance wth the Cari bbean Cargo Ship Safety Code.
Requests for inspection under Subchapter | are not
anticipated; however if requests are received, the initial

i nspection by the Coast Guard utilizing Subchapter | wll
require the sane evaluation as if the vessel were U. S. flag.
Vessel s desiring to be inspected under Subchapter | wll
generally be inspected in accordance with all the prOV|S|ons
of that Subchapter. At OCM/COIP discretion, certain

provi sions of the Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety Code may be
accepted in lieu of Subchapter I requirenents. These
alternatives should be specifically noted on the CO (see
encl osure 3).
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| nspections by the Coast Guard wll lead to the issuance of a
CO, limted to operation solely within U S. navigable

wat ers, not to include coastw se trade (see sanple CO
endorsenments in enclosure 3). Once the initial inspection is
conpl ete, appropriate inspection fees shall be coll ected,
docunent ation of the inspection effort shall be entered in
MBI S, any outstanding itens shall be noted on form CG 835 and
included in the MSIS entry, and a CO shall be issued.

Paynent of inspection fees shall be verified prior to

i ssuance of the CO, in the same manner as for U S. flag
vessels. The entire inspection process shall be docunented
in MSIS as if the vessel was U S. flag. Deficiencies shall be
listed in MBIS and noted on form CG 835. Copies of the C3E35
noti ces shall be signed by the naster and delivered in the
sane fashion as for U S. flag vessels. The CO shall be
issued with a certificate duration of 5 years. The
conditions of operation shall be as generally defined in

encl osure (3).

Subsequent | nspections for vessels with Coast CGuard issued
Certificates of Inspection shall be conducted annually,
docunented in MSI'S, and endorsed on the face of the original
CO. In addition, Port State Control boardings of these
foreign flag vessels should be targeted based on the nodified
matrix contained in enclosure (2). Annual reinspections
shoul d be considered as boardings for purposes of Port State
Control targeting. The vessel shall be drydocked for

exam nation by the Coast Guard twice in any 5 year period

wi th the maxi mum duration between drydockings not to exceed 3
years. As previously nentioned, the OCM may accept the
drydocki ng eval uation of a recognized classification society
meeting the requirenments of I MO resolution A 739(18), in lieu

of physically attendi ng the vess
¢ Bl GGé%
«

by directidn

End: (1) Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety Code Checkli st
(2) Modi fied Boarding Matrix
(3) Sanpl e CO Endor senent
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