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PUBLIC NOTICE (03-11) 

 
All interested parties are notified that the Commander, Seventh Coast Guard District has 
received an application from Johnson Bros. Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) on behalf of the 
Florida Department of Transportation, requesting approval of the location and plans for the 
construction of a bridge over a navigable waterway of the United States.   
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION: An oxbow (loop) of Lake Worth Creek, in the City of 
Jupiter, Palm Beach County, Florida, approximately 0.86 mile southwest of the Jupiter Inlet and 
0.14 mile east of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AICW), mile 286.  The oxbow loop is 
crossed twice by US 1/SR 5; the subject location is the NORTH crossing. 
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION: An oxbow (loop) of Lake Worth Creek, in the City of 
Jupiter, Palm Beach County, Florida, approximately 0.87 mile southwest of the Jupiter Inlet and 
0.14 mile east of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AICW), mile 286.  The oxbow loop is 
crossed twice by US 1/SR 5; the subject location is the SOUTH crossing. 
 
CHARACTER OF WORK:  The main objective of the project is replacement of four bridges 
built in 1956 that are functionally obsolete and structurally deficient.  Also, a concurrent project 
will replace another pair of bridges crossing over this oxbow and located approximately 1,710 ft 
to the south.  The bridge length (all bridges) is 225 ft.  As the combined total length of the two 
projects is 0.607 miles (3,205 ft), the project length for the north bridge project is 1,602.5 ft, 
including 1,377.5 ft of roadway and 225 ft of bridge.  The proposed action is replacement by in-
kind, low-level, fixed bridges that will include increases in horizontal and vertical navigational 
clearances and increases in widths of sidewalks and roadway median width.  Bicycle lanes will 
be added.  An underpass sidewalk for pedestrian movement will be provided under the bridge 
along the south bank of the waterway.  Treated stormwater will be discharged to Fort Worth 
Creek through two new outfalls to be located between the bridges. No bridge fender system 
currently exists, and none is proposed.  A navigational bridge lighting system is proposed.  
 
MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES: 
 
Clearance over the Lake Worth Creek Oxbow North 
Existing Proposed  
Horizontal:  19.1 ft between piles Horizontal: 61.8 ft between piles 
Vertical: 6.9 ft above Mean High Water Vertical: 12.0 ft above Mean High Water 
  
 
 
 



 
Clearance over the Lake Worth Creek Oxbow South 
Existing Proposed  
Horizontal:  22.1 ft between piles Horizontal: 70.2 ft between piles 
Vertical: 11.6 ft above Mean High Water Vertical: 12.5 ft above Mean High Water 
  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the lead federal agency, determined on August 
16, 2006 that the appropriate class of action is a Categorical Exclusion. It was determined that 
the bridge replacement will have no significant effect on the quality of the human and natural 
environment.  On August 25, 2009, the FHWA signed the Project Development Study Report 
(PDSR) and granted Location Design Concept Acceptance (LDCA) for the recommended 
alternative.  The bridges are located in the 100-year floodplain.  The proposed bridges will be 
located in Flood Zone A7 according to Flood Insurance Rate Map community panel 125119E, 
dated June 2, 1992 where the 100-year flood elevation is 6 ft.  The elevation of the low chord of 
the bridge is approximately 11 ft. above mean sea level.  Elevations are based on NAVD 1988; 
however, elevations based on NGVD 1929 are also provided.  The net amount of fill material to 
be placed below mean high water associated with the two bridges is approximately 24.44 cubic 
yards (CY).  Impacts for the two bridges are summarized as follows. The total, direct, permanent, 
wetland impact includes impacts to submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV), unvegetated benthic 
substrate (mud bottom), and shoreline fringe of emergent and transitional vegetation.  Permanent 
SAV impacts include 0.0001 ac, consisting of Johnson’s seagrass (Halophila johnsonii), paddle 
grass (Halophila dicipiens), and shoal grass (Halodule wrightii).  Unvegetated benthic substrate 
impacts include 0.0923 ac, consisting principally of slope protection (riprap), plus two outfall 
structures and 40 new piles.  The benthic area resulting from the removal of 160 existing piles is 
estimated at 0.005 ac.  Approximately 0.0031 ac of shoreline fringe vegetation consisting of 
mangroves (three species) will be permanently impacted.  The estimated temporary wetland 
impacts associated with the proposed top-down construction method consist of 0.0003 ac of SAV 
habitat potentially containing Johnson’s seagrass.  Compensatory mitigation for wetland and 
EFH impacts is proposed to occur on Palm Beach County’s Snook Islands Natural Area (SINA) 
in Lake Worth Lagoon.  It was determined that the proposed action has the potential to affect but 
not adversely affect the following federal and state listed faunal species: West Indian manatee, 
American alligator, American crocodile, five sea turtles (Atlantic green, Atlantic hawksbill, 
Atlantic loggerhead, Kemp’s ridley, and leatherback), eastern indigo snake, gopher tortoise, 
piping plover, smalltooth sawfish, wood stork, and Florida sandhill crane. No Critical Habitat of 
these species is affected.  Based on coordination with the USFWS, the FDOT will implement the 
Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake (USFWS, 1999b, Reference 1-4), 
the Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions (NMFS, 2006), the Standard 
Manatee Construction Conditions for In-Water Work (FFWCC, 2005), and the Species 
Conservation Guidelines South Florida West Indian Manatee (USFWS, 2003) to avoid or 
minimize impacts to those species. The USFWS concurred with this determination on October 
30, 2008.   
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SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS: 
 
Mariners are requested to comment on the proposed vertical and horizontal navigational 
clearances, the need for a bridge protective fendering system and other navigational safety issues 
including the extent of nighttime navigation past the bridge site. 
 
Interested parties are requested to express their views, in writing, on the proposed bridge project 
including its possible impact on minority and/or low income population, if any, giving sufficient 
detail to establish a clear understanding of their reasons for support of or opposition to the 
proposed work.  Comments will be received for the record at the office of: Commander (dpb), 
Seventh Coast Guard District, 909 SE 1st Ave., Ste 432, Miami, Florida 33131-3028, for a thirty 
day period from the date of this public notice.  Our project manager for this application is Mr. 
Darayl Tompkins.  He can be contacted by telephone at (305) 415-6766, by mail at the above 
address, or by e-mail at darayl.tompkins@uscg.mil. Comments received will be made part of the 
case record. 
 
Map of location and plans attached 
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