ARE YOU COVERED AGAINST LOSSES IN CASE OF A HURRICANE?  

DO YOU HAVE A RECORD OF ALL YOUR POSSESSIONS?

Do you have homeowners or renters insurance?  It is strongly recommended that if you are renting a home or apartment or are in Coast Guard Leased or Owned Quarters that you have insurance to cover the replacement cost on the contents of your quarters.

If you own your own home you should have insurance on both the structure and contents of your home.

If you are in government owned or leased quarters that are damaged by a hurricane you can, under current rules, put a claim in against the government.  Such claims, unlike replacement cost insurance policies are paid at a depreciated rate and will not pay for full replacement costs.

To help speed up payment of an insurance claim or a claim against the government, videotape or photograph all your belongings before a hurricane.  Move methodically from room to room with a camcorder.  As you zoom in on an object, state for the tape, how much you paid for the item and where you bought it.  If you are using a still cameral, keep a list of item prices and where the items were bought.

Keep all receipts, particularly for big ticket items such as refrigerators, stoves, television sets, VCRs, stereos, computers, telephones,etc.  Make a list of the serial numbers for each item.

Conduct an inventory of the contents of your closets, bureaus and storage areas.  You should list everything, including shirts, socks, shoes, silverware, bath towels, bed sheets, pots, pans and gardening tools.  The more documentation and detail you can provide in your claim, the faster it should be settled.

Keep all lists and records in a safe place off the premises.  If you make a videotape, make tow copies.  Update them occasionally, especially after the holidays.

