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“Just another day at the office”, takes on a 
whole new meaning for crew members of 
the OAK. Serving on a sea-going ship 
demands the utmost dedication to keeping 
survival skills sharp and ready for action. 
Recently, boat crew & new recruit mem-
bers were put to the test in a variety of 
hands-on and feet-wet experiences. 
 
The group warmed up with a show and 
tell of the Line Throwing Gun taught by 
BM3 Thompson. The typical 30 caliber 
rifle is surprisingly heavy with the line 
spool canister, a radical mod that makes it 
feel close to forty pounds. Some units 
have the same set-up for an M-16, which 
many agreed would be much cooler than a 
hunting rifle. 

SURVIVAL AT SEA 
- An exclusive inside look at training the Coast Guard’s best for the worst... 

The entire group and some bystanders 
were treated to a pencil-flare display. 
Quite literally, a launching device the 
size of a writing utensil fires off a flare 
with a startling bang. That tiny tool 
packs a powerful punch launching the 
flare at least a couple hundred feet in 
the air.  
 
Having exhausted the “dry activities” 
BOSN ordered the willing trainees into 
their flotation suits for the survival 
swim. Not to worry though, BM2 Ko-
zora & Frantz were standing by in the 
small boat keeping a watchful eye. 
Members are required to jump over-
board from the buoy deck, swim the  

length of the ship, and then form a 
linked circle for accountability and 
group support.  
 
Next came cracking open the much 
anticipated orange smoke canisters and 
hand-held flares. Direct supervision is 
needed with both due to the risk of the 
extremely hot burning materials inside. 
To finish off the event rescue swim-
mers BM3 Gonzales & EM2 Rowell, 
took to the water to save a pre-staged 
victim & set-up to have the crew hoist 
away & up to safety. As a matter of 
fact, OAK’s two rescue swimmers were 
featured on CG Central, a popular ser-
vice-wide web site. Good times had by 
all and, “All in a day’s work”, right? 
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Those words are not too far off in the 
future for one of our newest recruits– 
Zane Daniel Hutson. Coming to us 
straight out of boot camp, Hutson hails 
from good ole Knoxville, Tennessee. 
You will definitely pick up on his 
southern accent when this self-
proclaimed shy & quiet guy gets to 
talking. No worries though, BM3 Bes-
sant has already taken him under his 
wing; that would bring anyone out of 
their shell. “YEAH!”, says Bessant. 
 
Favorite hobbies include fishing for 
trout & bass, anything really. “I’m a 
big fan of fresh water fishing… not 
too much salt water to work with in 
eastern Tennessee,”  Hutson said with 
a grin. Music is a huge part of  his 
life– claiming to have close to 50,000 
MP3’s… music appreciation class 
must have really stuck. Hutson is an 
avid drummer and prior to the CG, 
used to rock out in jam sessions play-
ing everything from Blues to Metal. 
 
In High School, Hutson was an aver-
age student that everyone could get 

along with. After class our shipmate lived a 
completely different life. He was Powell 
High School’s first freshman Mascot. That’s 
right, when he donned  the  full body suit and 
giant Panther dome piece, everything 
changed. “It was a pretty good outlet for me 
to do everything I wouldn't normally do.” 
Your interest is probably peaked now and to 
answer your question– yes, there is a school 
for team Mascots. “I went to the University 
of Tennessee twice to the Cheer & Mascot 
Camp… we learned how to work the crowd 
& play fight other mascots”, explained 
Hutson. As for his outlet of awesomeness & 
Kung Fu skills, Hutson remained the school’s  

mascot for the entire 4 years of his 
High School career. Thinking about 
trying your hand as a school Mascot? 
Hutson offers some advice, “Drink 
lots of water, you get no breaks until 
half-time… I nearly passed out my 
first game!”.  
 
Our drum-playing kung fu fighter 
worked at Dominoes Pizza and a Day 
Care prior to putting on his Coast 
Guard cover. Yet Hutson was in talks 
with CG recruiters since the 10th & 
11th grade. “A co-worker at Dominoes 
was a prior Coasty who always spoke 
highly of the service, and that’s how I 
got interested”, explained Hutson. The 
plan is to serve in the Coast Guard for 
a tour or so, then use the GI Bill to get 
a helping hand in paying for medical 
school.  “I just want to help & save 
people… I can do both in the CG & as 
an ER doctor in the future”.  
 
 

THE DOCTOR WILL SEE YOU NOW... 

 Chief D will 
never find 
me up here! 

 I’m hunting 
fo’ Wabbits,  
be verwy quiet. 

 Seriously? 

 Water! Food!  
We’ve been 
down here for 
days... Help! Below: New I/P OOD’s & an EOW! 

.. Sweeet
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Did you know that: 
 
• The human brain stops growing at the 

age of 18. (That’s why many people go 
crazy after the age of 18.) 

 
• Undertakers report that human bodies 

do not deteriorate as quickly as they 
used to. The reason, they believe, is 
that the modern diet contains so many 
preservatives that these chemicals tend 
to prevent the body from decomposing 
too rapidly after death.  

      (Preservatives rock) 

• You blink every 2 to 10 seconds. 
As you focus on each word of 
this sentence, your eyes will 
swing back and forth 100 times a 
second; and every second the 
retina performs 10 billion com-
puter-like calculations. (Brain 
made the PC) 

 
• Your thumb is the same length 

of your nose.  
       (Stop it, don’t try it right now) 

A Friend In Need Is a Friend Indeed... 

Chief Sapp ponders the meaning of life 

Is choking funny Howard? 

Richards & Roberts duo demonstration 

Recently, HS1 Roberts single handedly trained and certified close to twenty of OAK’s crew members in CPR & AED 
for adults, children, and infants.  
 
Set-up was no joke on the mess deck with adult through infant sized mannequins provided. The training props used have 
realistic human facial features, inflatable lungs, and give a very similar chest compression feel– just like the real thing!  
 
Participating members received one of the two types of breathing barriers to keep in case of emergencies in the future. 
Think Doc had those old stale 80’s instructional videos to share? Think again! The footage was fresh and the music was 
borderline epic and thrilling for the audience. 
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FOOTBALL FRENZY 
Can you feel the intensity?! Nothing sparks more competition between OAK crewmembers than the XO’s continuing Sports Day 
Initiative. Football and soccer remain the favorites of the majority that have come out to sweat; many commented that ultimate 
frisbee is a surprisingly exhausting game. It’s anybody’s guess as to what the XO’s got cooking for next time… old school Kick 
Ball perhaps? Only time will tell. 

Clement shows off his break-away speed 

Frantz gave Parker a run for his money 

Luciani dominates the ball 

Clear the way! 
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I Am The Ancient Mariner! 

+ 50 years 

 YEAH!  NO!! 

• Always do full loads of laundry. A typical full 
load uses about 21 gallons of water. A small load 
uses 14 gallons. Several small loads use consid-
erably more water than one or two large loads. 
Over the course of a year, it adds up! 

 Potential Savings: $25-$125/yr. 
 
• Fix running toilets or leaking faucets promptly. A 

continuously running toilet can use more than 
8,000 gallons of water a year. 

 Potential Savings: $25-$125/yr. 
 
• Install flow restricting shower heads. A family of 

four can save 8,000 to 12,000 gallons of water a 
year. You not only save on the cost of the water 
but also the cost of heating it. 

 Potential Savings: $100-$300/yr. 
 
• Install the new type of fluorescent bulbs in lights 

you leave on for long periods. They provide four 
times as much light and last ten times longer than 
incandescent bulbs. 

 Potential Savings: $10-$50/yr. 

• Lower the temperature on your hot water heater 
to between 110 & 120 degrees. It’s not neces-
sary to have it any hotter and wastes energy. 

 Potential Savings: $20-$40/yr. 
 
• Cut back on the use of your clothes dryer. Not 

only is it a big energy drain, it can also suck 
heated air out of your house very quickly in win-
ter. Hang clothes on a clothes rack to dry and 
use the dryer for towels and other heavy items. 

 Potential Savings: $25-$50/yr. 
 
• Use your microwave instead of your oven when-

ever possible and save up to 50% in energy costs 
for cooking. 

 Potential Savings: $50/yr. 
 
• Set thermostats no higher than 68 degrees in 

winter and no lower than 78 degrees in summer. 
Turn your heat down even further at night or 
when you’re not home. Each extra degree in 
winter can increase heating/cooling costs by 3% 
& 6% in summer. 

 Potential Savings: $325-500/yr. 

BM3 Bessant is what you call a colorful 
character; maybe you’ve endured one of 
his captivating sea stories or maybe he’s 
threatened to call up a hurricane or water 
spout to take you out. Many people will 
likely hear our beloved shipmate touting, 
“I am the Ancient Mariner, YEAH!”, as 
he runs off to the buoy deck. Many sailors 
know of the Ancient Mariner title given to 
the service member with the earliest date 
of qualification as a Cutterman and over 

10 years of cumulative sea duty. Our 
shipmate is not referring to that at all & 
he’s not crazy either; as it turns out an 
English  poet named Samuel Taylor Col-
eridge wrote The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner in 1798. The poem relates the 
events experienced by a Mariner who 
has returned from a long sea voyage. 
The Mariner stops a man who is on his 
way to a wedding ceremony to recite a 
compelling story. 

The tale encompasses icy Antarctic 
seas, a mystical albatross, sea creatures, 
and even Death playing dice for the 
gambled souls of the crew. It’s worth a 
read if poetry and salty sea stories peak 
your interest. As for Bessant’s other 
entertaining antics… 
well, that’s a different 
story altogether. 
 
 



1050 Register Street 
Charleston, SC 29405 

Phone: 843-554-8541 
Cell: 843-469-8750 
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~Decora, Fides, Robur~ 
“Honor, Faithfulness, Strength” 

Synopsis:  
 

“Columbus (Jesse Eisenberg) has made a 
habit of running from what scares him. Talla-
hassee (Woody Harrelson) doesn’t have fears. 
If he did, he’d kick their ever-living ass. In a 
world overrun by zombies, these two are per-

fectly evolved survivors. But now, they’re 
about to stare down the most terrifying pros-

pect of all: each other.” -Sony Pictures 

Calling All Artists! 
The Shade Tree is soliciting for OAK related art 

work to be illustrated on the cover of our next issue. 
Submissions must be creative and representative of 

our crew, ship, and missions. 
 

*See ENS Radcliffe for more information 
 

“ Wickedly funny and featuring plenty of gore , Zombieland 
is proof that the Zombie subgenre is far from dead.” 

88% Freshness Rating, www.rottentomatoes.com 

Zombieland is still the funniest broad comedy 
since The Hangover. It’s yowling, marching, 
munching corpses are as scary as grad students 
and as hilarious as the plot of GI Joe.” 

-New York Post (Kyle Smith) 

“Don’t kid yourself going into Zombieland: it is 
a very gory movie. So if based on trailers and 
commercials you’re expecting just a funny, 
goofy film, you’ll be in for a surprise. On the 
other hand if you’re a fan of the Zombie movie 
genre, you’re in for a great time.” 

  www.screenrant.com 
 

 Don’t worry folks! 
The ET Movie Review 
will be back next issue. 

 Yeah this ship 
ain’t gonna run 
itself! 

ENS RAD Productions 
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