Captain Richard “Todd” Gatlin
Deputy Commander
Sector Delaware Bay


Originally from Tupelo, MS, Captain Gatlin is a 1986 graduate of Troy State University in Troy, AL where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics, with minors in computer science, physical education, and criminal justice.  In 1994, Captain Gatlin received a Master’s of Science degree in Operations Research from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY.  

Captain Gatlin enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1986, and after attending Boot Camp in Cape May, NJ, he was assigned to Station St. Clair Shores, MI.  From there, he went on to Electronics Technician School at Governor’s Island, NY, before being selected for Officer Candidate School.  

As an officer, Captain Gatlin has an extensive international background.  His overseas assignments include liaison billets in Haiti and the Republic of Korea, as well as a temporary assignment in the Dominican Republic.  Additionally, he has performed counter-narcotics along the Southwest border and in several Caribbean and Central American countries as part of two drug task forces and as Officer-in-Charge of Law Enforcement Detachment One out of San Juan, Puerto Rico.  Captain Gatlin also deployed to the Middle East during Operation Desert Storm, where he performed boardings in support of UN sanctions, with a follow-on assignment of training regional navies.   

Captain Gatlin’s operational ashore assignments have included Executive Officer of Group Milwaukee and Group Galveston, as well as Chief of Response Sector Houston-Galveston, where he oversaw Coast Guard search and rescue, law enforcement, homeland security, and pollution response efforts along the west Louisiana and east Texas Gulf Coast.  

Captain Gatlin’s staff tours have included Mathematics Instructor and Women’s Basketball Coach at the Coast Guard Academy, where he was named Instructor of the Year by the Corp of Cadets, and in the Office of Law Enforcement at Coast Guard Headquarters.  

Captain Gatlin’s current assignment is as Deputy Commander Sector Delaware Bay.  Sector Delaware Bay is the command element for Coast Guard response, prevention and logistical efforts in Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.  

Captain Gatlin’s personal awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, two Meritorious Service Medals, two Coast Guard Commendation Medals, two Coast Guard Achievement Medals, a Navy Achievement Medal, and the Honor Graduate Boot Camp ribbon.  
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