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PERSONNEL HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS PLAN
PREPAREDNESS:
1. Fill your car with gas.

2. Board, shutter or tape windows to prevent flying glass.

3. Secure all loose gear such as lawn furniture and garden tools.

4. In anticipation of loss of water, fill containers and bathtub with water.

5. In anticipation of loss of electricity:

a. Put refrigerator on maximum coldness and don’t open needlessly.

b. Stock candles, matches, lanterns or flashlights.  Make sure batteries are good; buy extras.

c. Have some kind of portable cooking source such as portable stove, or sterno available.  Use proper ventilation!

6. In anticipation of high tidal water, move valuables to upper floors or on top of tables if you live in a one floor home.  Empty bottom of book shelves.

7. Do not use the phone unless it’s an emergency.

8. Stay on the down wind side of the house during periods of extreme winds.

9. Listen to the radio or TV for updated news on the storm track.

10. Do not venture outside during the storm.

11. Stock any medicine taken regularly, i.e., heart medicine, blood pressure medicine, insulin, etc.
EVACUTION:  Evacuate your home if instructed to do so by the appropriate local authorities:
1. Prior to evacuating provide a contact number to your supervisor.  If you are unable to contact your supervisor, continue up your chain of command. As a last resort or in an emergency situation you should contact the Sector Duty Officer (SDO): (215) 271-4960/4940.  Members (and dependents) who have evacuated should maintain communications with their supervisor.
2. If you are evacuating, a safe shelter may be available for your use.  Contact the Sector’s Inclement Weather Line, (215)-271-4900, to find out if and where the nearest safe shelter has been set up.

3. Prepare your home as if you were staying.

4. Make appropriate arrangements for your pets.  If you choose to leave them behind, ensure they have ample food and water.  Officially designated hurricane shelters will not harbor pets.

5. Turn off water, gas, and electricity in your home.  This will help prevent fires and excessive utility bills should they run continuously in your absence.

6. Take small valuables and important papers, but travel light.

7. Plan your trip along designated escape routes, contact police for directions.

8. Leave as early as possible, preferably during daylight hours.  Downed trees and power lines may make roads impassible.

9. Notify concerned relatives that you are evacuating and give them a location and phone number where you can be reached.

10. Once you arrive at your evacuation site, provide your contact number to your supervisor. Often times during an emergency evacuation, a person goes to a different location than they originally planned.  By calling your supervisor once you arrive they will have a valid number to reach you when they need to pass you critical information. In the event that you are unable to contact your supervisor continue up your chain of command. As a last resort or in the event of any emergency contact the SDO: (215) 271-4960/4940.  If possible provide a landline contact number to your supervisor.  Cell numbers are a good secondary number but are a poor method of contact during an actual emergency.  Often times, cell circuits can be damaged or overwhelmed with calls, preventing you from contacting your supervisor or your supervisor contacting you.

11. The Sector Inclement Weather Line, (215)-271-4900 will provide updated messages about Hurricane Conditions, evacuation status, evacuation shelters, duty status and any other important information relevant to you and your family’s safety. For purposes of evacuation reimbursement, no one is authorized to provide reimbursement for evacuation except the District Commander.  You may evacuate at your own discretion, however if the District has not preauthorized the evacuation you may or may not be reimbursed for evacuation expenses.  To determine if the District Commander has authorized an evaluation contact the Sector at (215)-271-4900.
DURING THE STORM:
If you choose to stay in your home during the storm exercise extreme caution.

1. Stay indoors, away from windows and glass doors.

2. Continue monitoring TV and radio broadcast.

3. Open a window or door slightly on the side of your home opposite the wind.

4. If the “eye” of the storm passes over, there will be a lull in the winds lasting a few minutes to a half-hour or more.  Stay in a safe place.  Make only emergency repairs, as the winds will return suddenly – AT FULL HURRICANE FORCE – from the other direction.

5. Remain clam.

AFTER THE STORM:
After passage of the storm use caution until you have determined your home is safe.

1. Seek necessary medical care at Red Cross disaster stations or local hospitals.

2. If you must go outside, wear appropriate foul weather gear and heavy shoes or boots to prevent injury.
3. Don’t touch loose or dangling wires.  Report them to the power company or the nearest police station.

4. Drive with care.  Debris-filled streets are dangerous and may collapse if under-washed.

5. Report broken sewer or water mains to the water department.

6. Stay away from disaster areas.  You may hamper rescue work.
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