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  Captain Benjamin A. Cooper
Commander, Coast Guard Sector Delaware Bay

Captain Cooper serves as the Commander of Coast Guard Sector Delaware Bay and Captain of the Port in Philadelphia, PA.  He oversees 750 Active Duty, Reserve, and civilian personnel to execute the Coast Guard missions of marine safety, security, and environmental protection across a large portion of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and all of Delaware out to 200 miles offshore.  As the Sector Commander, he directs the safe mission execution of 20 Coast Guard units, including six Stations, seven seasonal Stations (small), two Aids to Navigation Teams, five cutters, as well as a Sector Field Office in Atlantic City, NJ, and Marine Safety Detachment in Lewes, DE.
Previously, Captain Cooper served as the Deputy Sector Commander at Sector Delaware Bay.  Prior to that, he was assigned to U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, DC, where he served as the Deputy and later Chief of the Office of Budget Development for the Deputy Commandant for Operations (DCO-82).  There, he helped to develop the Coast Guard’s annual $10 billion budget and worked to recapitalize the service’s surface and air assets, shore infrastructure, and command and control systems, while providing critical funding for current operations, improvements, and mission support. 
 A native of Killingly, CT, he graduated with high honors from the U. S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, CT, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Management in 1991.  He holds an MBA from the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH, and a master’s degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College in Newport, RI.  He is a graduate of FEMA’s National Emergency Management Executive Academy. 
Captain Cooper is qualified as a permanent Cutterman, Surface Warfare Officer, and Boat Forces specialist, and is certified as a Type 1 Incident Commander.  His previous assignments include tours in USCGC COWSLIP and USS HAYLER, service as a Search and Rescue Controller in Honolulu, HI, command of USCGC MONHEGAN in Key West, FL, and as the Chief of Incident Management and later Response Department Head at Sector Delaware Bay.  He served as a Deputy Incident Commander and Branch Director for the BP/Deepwater Horizon oil spill disaster in 2010 overseeing the multi-agency response efforts in Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico. Captain Cooper is the recipient of four Meritorious Service Medals, three Coast Guard Commendation Medals, the Navy Commendation Medal and several other personal and unit awards.  He and his wife Karen have two children, Julia and Nathaniel.
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