RESCUE SAFETY:

¢ Do not attempt a rescue that exceeds the
limits of your capabilities, your training, or
your vessel.
Do not place your vessel, crew, or passen-

gers in serious danger.

Have a plan prior to action. Communicate
the plan and your expectations to your
crew, and if possible to the distressed
vessel. Keep Coast Guard informed of your

actions.

Have a plan for recovery of survivors onto

high sided vessels.

Ensure all your crew is wearing PFDs and

safety gear when working at rails or on

small boats.

For more information, call the

nearest RCC or Sector Command:

Alaska:
RCC Juneau: 1-800-478-5555
Sector Juneau 1-907-463-2980
Sector Anchorage 1-907-271-6700
Washington:
RCC Seattle: 1-206-220-7001
Sector Seattle: 1-206-271-6001
Oregon:
Sector Portland: 1-503-240-9310
California:
RCC Alameda: 1-510-437-3700
Group Humboldt Bay: 1-707-839-6100
Sector San Francisco: 1-415-556-2103
Sector LA/LB: 1-800-221-8724
Sector San Diego: 1-619-295-3121
Hawaii:
RCC Honolulu: 1-808-541-2500

Sector Honolulu: 1-808-842-2600

Rescue at Sea

GUIDANCE
FOR

“GOOD SAMARITAN"”

VESSELS
ASSISTING IN
MARITIME SEARCH
AND RESCUE

DEVELOPED BY:

U.s. COAST GUARD
RESCUE COORDINATION
CENTER
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Pacific Areca
Edition 1.0

Good Samaritan Vessel
Response Guidance:

What is a Good Samaritan Vessel?

A private vessel that renders voluntary aid with-
out compensation to a person or vessel who is
injured or in danger. Good Samaritans are ex-
pected to exercise reasonable care to avoid negli-
gent conduct that worsens the position of the

victims and to avoid reckless and wanton conduct

in performing the rescue.

Is there a
duty to
assist?

e For centuries, sailors have voluntarily assisted
others in distress. This maritime rescue doc-
trine encourages seafarers to go to the aid of

life and property in distress.

® Good Samaritan vessels are usually the first
to arrive on scene, and are often critical in
saving lives, especially in Alaska with its vast

coastline and limited SAR facilities.

e Federal statute, 46 USC 2304 requires a mas-
ter to render assistance if the master can do
so without serious danger to master's
vessel or individuals on board.
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If you hear a MAY DAY or Dis-
tress Call:

e Remain silent, listen, and write down
information about the boat in distress,
especially the specific location:
latitude and longitude coordinates and
geographic reference point preferred.

e USCG should respond immediately. Lis-
ten for direction from USCG to assist.

e If the USCG or other rescue authority
does not respond:

¢+ Attempt to reach the USCG while
traveling toward the distressed boat.
Once contact is made with USCG,
relay MAY DAY information. Fol-
low USCG directions.

¢ Notify distressed vessel that MAY
Day was heard and is being relayed.

e If you cannot reach the USCG, continue
to communicate with the distressed ves-
sel and assist to the best of your ability
while not placing yourself or your pas-
sengers in danger. Continue efforts to
contact USCG.

® Aslong as the Mayday situation is ongo-
ing, other vessels are required to stay off

Channel 16.
Responding to UMIB:

e USCG issues Urgent Marine Informa-
tion Broadcasts to alert potential “Good
Samaritan” vessels of an emergency in
the area.

e If you are in a position to assist, respond
to USCG and follow their directions.
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Search and Rescue (SAR)
Organization:

The USCG is responsible to conduct mari-
time SAR in accordance with established in-
ternational and national policy. Key terms to

understand are:

¢ Rescue Coordination Center
(RCC):  In Alaska, RCC Juneau is the
location responsible for coordinating search
and rescue operations. Command Centers
at Sector Juneau in Southeast Alaska, and at
Sector Anchorage in Western Alaska coor-
dinate with RCC Juneau on SAR opera-

tions.

e SAR Mission Coordinator (SMC):
The SMC, located at the RCC or the sector
command center, is the person in charge of
planning and executing a specific SAR op-

eration.

¢ On Scene Coordinator (OSC):

The OSC is the person
designated by the SAR
Mission Coordinator
(SMC) to co-ordinate

search and rescue

operations on scene.

The person in charge of the first rescue vessel
to arrive on scene will normally assume the
functions of OSC until relieved by a more
capable vessel or USCG unit. Good Samari-
tan vessels may be placed in the role of OSC.
Refer to the section on “OSC Duties”.
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If You AreThe First Vessel To
Arrive On Scene:

\ Rescue People from the Water. Victims not
wearing life jackets are high priority.

\ Establish contact with distressed vessel master.
Assist as requested within your vessel and crew
capability.

\ Establish & maintain contact with USCG.

V' Assume On Scene Coordinator (OSC)

role. Take control of other arriving vessels
and SAR actions until relieved by USCG
SAR Mission Coordinator (SMC).

Good Samaritan
OSC Duties:

e At the direction of the SAR Mission Coordinator

(SMC), coordinate on scene SAR operations until

relieved by USCG.

e Coordinate on-scene communications with mas-
ter and maintain communications with the SMC.
See “Communications Best Practices” section.

¢ Track on scene arrival and departure of rescue
assets. Assign tasks as required.

¢ Maintain detailed record of operations: areas
searched, sighting, actions and results obtained.

® Request additional rescue resource and SMC
assistance as necessary.

o Recommend to the SMC the release of resources
not required.

¢ Track number and location of survivors. Report

to SMC. See Accountability Section.

On Scene Communications
Best Practices:

e Use VHF CH 16 only as hailing / emergency
frequency. Switch to alternate channel for on
scene operations and reports to USCG.

e On Scene Coordinator (OSC) should serve as
sole communicator to distressed vessel master.
Remember, master is dealing with the emer-
gency. Do not overload with un-necessary
communications.

e Rescue vessels must check-in with the OSC on

arrival and check-out upon departure.

e The OSC must maintain communications with
the SMC. This is critical. Provide regular up-
dates on:

¢ Weather/sea state.

¢ Visual description of distressed vessel:
draft, visual damage, list, fire/smoke, loca-
tion of passengers, number recovered, etc.

¢ On scene search actions, resources, recom-

mendations and potential
problems.

¢ Significant events and
changes in distressed vessel
condition.

¢ Name and contact informa-
tion of rescue vessels with
survivors on board.

¢ Number of survivors on
each rescue vessel, and desti-
nation of each vessel upon
release from scene.
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Evacuee/Survivor
Accountability:

It is critical to track the location
of all evacuees from the dis-
tressed vessel. The USCG will

continue SAR efforts until every- ‘ > wd

one is accounted for.

1. During a small event with one
or two rescue boats:

¢ Report the number and names of evacuees to
the On Scene Coordinator (OSC). If no OSC,
report directly to the USCG SAR Mission
Coordinator (SMC). Include your contact
information, condition of evacuees, and your
destination for offloading.

e Upon arrival at offloading site, contact the
SMC and confirm the number & names of
evacuees. Provide information as requested.

2. During a large mass rescue
event with many rescue boats:

e Each rescue boat reports to the OSC the total
number and condition of survivors on board,
and then stands by for instructions on the
location for evacuee offload.

e OSC relays the information from the rescue
boats to the SMC. In a mass rescue event, the
SMC will identify specific landing sites for
evacuees to be offloaded and processed.

e OSC directs rescue boats to the designated
landing site, ands reports their release and
estimated arrival time to SMC.

® Rescue boats report their arrival at the land-
ing site to the SMC, and confirm the total
number of persons offloaded. SMC may pro-
vide additional tasking.



