MARINE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (MEP) BRANCH 
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To report an oil or HAZMAT spill call the
National Response Center
at 1-800-424-8802


CONTACT INFORMATION:

Chief, MEP: LT Becky Jones (215) 271-4873
Assistant Chief, MEP: LTJG Blanca Rosas (215)271-4872
Emergency/24hrs phone number: (215) 271-4807/4800
OVERVIEW: MSO/Group Philadelphia’s COTP zone represents the 2nd largest oil import port in the nation. The main goal for the Marine Environmental Protection (MEP) Branch is pollution prevention/response and facility inspection.  The MEP branch strives to minimize damage caused by pollutants released in the coastal zone and inland rivers, reducing the threat to the marine environment posed by potential spills of oil or hazardous substances, oil spill response, protecting the marine environment and its creatures, assisting other agencies in the performance of their duties. The MEP branch works with commercial oil spill response organizations, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Response Center (NRC) (which is the central contact for reporting oil and hazardous substance spills) and the Department of Interior (DOI).  MEP personnel that have been declared On-scene Coordinators are pre-designated federal officials that are authorized to coordinate cleanup operations using federal funds when necessary. 

Under 33 CFR 156.118 COTP requires Notification of transfer.  Notification should be made at least (4) hours prior to the time of transfer. 
 

NOTIFICATION: In order for the Marine Safety Office Philadelphia to respond to a spill, we must be notified of the incident. As defined in 33 U.S.C. 1321, the Coast Guard will ensure that every report of a discharge within the navigable waters of the United States is investigated for possible violation of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), as amended. This notification is made through the Coast Guard National Response Center (NRC) 1-800-424-8802.

REQUIREMENT: Under 40 C.F.R. 110.6, any person-in-charge of a vessel or facility shall immediately notify the NRC as soon as he/she has knowledge of:
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A discharge 
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 oil or HAZMAT release
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In a harmful quantity (defined as any amount of oil that creates a sheen , sludge, emulsion or discoloration on or below the water's surface.)
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From a vessel or facility
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Into a navigable waters of the U.S.

CLEANUP ACTIONS: The Responsible Party is obligated by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to immediately respond to the discharge and arrange to have the pollutant cleaned up. The clean up shall be conducted according to the National Contingency Plan.

ENFORCEMENT:
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 MARINE CASUALTIES (CTF)
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 WARNINGS
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 NOTICE OF VIOLATION (TICKETS)
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 MARINE VIOLATONS


A. CIVIL

     
B. CRIMINAL
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 OVERVIEW OF POLLUTION LAWS

PENALTY LIMITS:
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 Letter of Warning 


     - Noncommercial-First offense < or equal to 20 gallons


     - Commercial- First offense < or equal to 11 gallons
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 Notice of Violation
 

- For spills of less or equal to 100 gallons



- Penalty will be less than 5K



- No more than 2 times in a year for a similar cause
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 Marine Violation


- NOV not paid in the 45 days period



- Repeated offenders



- Spills over 100 gallons or significant spills or                 
            negligent operations.

LINKS: 
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 National Response Center
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 USCG Environmental Standards 
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 Aquatic Nuisance Species/Ballast Water Mgt 
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 National Pollution Funds Center 
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 USCG Office of Response 
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 USCG Pollution Response Links Page 
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 The Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90) 
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 List of OPA 90 Regulated Cargoes 
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 P.R.E.P. Guidelines   
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 United States Oil Spill Response Equipment
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 ICS Field Operations Guide (Adobe Acrobat format) 
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 Vessel Response Plan  and Shipboard Oil Pollution 
  Emergency Plan
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 OSHA HAZWOPER
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 NATIONAL RESPONSE TEAM 
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 NATIONAL STRIKE FORCE COORDINATION CENTER
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 Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) Program
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 Atlantic Strike Team
CONTAINERS BRANCH

Mission Statement

The mission of the Containers Branch is to prevent containerized hazardous material incidents from occurring on U.S. waters and in U.S. seaports.  We will work vigorously throughout the Port of Philadelphia to enforce the applicable Code of Federal Regulations and International Maritime Dangerous Goods Laws, thus promoting the safe transportation of goods throughout the maritime community.  Personnel in the Containers Branch will do their best to work towards establishing and fostering excellent working relationships with designated container facilities, as well as provide the necessary guidance for container laws. 

Vision Statement

The Containers Branch will continue to be a catalyst for the prevention of hazardous material incidents that occur at Container Facilities and on U.S. waters and seaports.  We will be the central point of contact for questions and concerns regarding container laws and regulations.  Our personnel will do everything within their power and jurisdiction to ensure that maritime shippers and container facilities are complying with the applicable container laws.

AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION:
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 Ports and Waterways Safety Act (33 CFR 160, 33 USC 1221)
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 Hazardous Materials Transportation Authorization Act (46 USC 5105-5127)
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 International Safe Container Act (46 USC 1501)

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Chief, Containers: LT Toussaint Alston (215) 271-4882
Inspector: MST2 Robert Fitzpatrick (215) 271-4991

Emergency/24hrs phone number: (215) 271-4807/4800
LINKS: 

[image: image34.png]


 http://hazmat.dot.gov/exemptions_index.htm
WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT BRANCH

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Chief, WWM: LTJG Kevin Sligh (215) 271-4889
Assistant Chief, WWM: ENS Doreen Moore (215) 271-4871

Emergency/24hrs phone number: (215) 271-4807/4800
BRIDGE COMPLAINT FORM
DEAD SHIP TOW PROPOSAL 

MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETINS 

LINKS: 
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 USCG Headquarters Waterways Management 
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  American Association of Port Authorities 
PORT SECURITY BRANCH
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THE PORT SECURITY BRANCH WORKS TOWARDS THE PREVENTION OF INTENTIONAL DESTRUCTION, LOSS OR DAMAGE TO PORT ASSETS DUE TO TERRORISM OR SABOTAGE. 
  
PRIMARY DUTIES INCLUDE: 
· DOCKSIDE/ OFFSHORE DEEP DRAFT VESSEL BOARDINGS 
· SEA MARSHALS/ESCORTS 
· CRUISE SHIP TERMINAL PHYSICAL SECURITY 
· AUGMENTATION OF WATERFRONT FACILITLY SECURITY 
· PORT SECURITY AND WMD EMERGENCY RESPONSE
 

· LAW ENFORCEMENT/ USE OF FORCE TRAINING 
· PHYSICAL SECURITY TRAINING 
· AUGMENTATION OF BASE SECURITY 
· SUPPORT PORT OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT’S WATERWAYS AND WATERFRONT FACILITIES AND MARINE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MISSIONS. 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Chief, PS: LT Matthew Merriman (215) 271-4884
Assistant Chief, PS: LT Chico Knight (215) 271-4989

Emergency/24hrs phone number: (215) 271-4807/4800
 

LINKS: 
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 U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
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 The White House 
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 Pennsylvania Homeland Security 

SURF OPERATIONS BRANCH












