OVERVIEW OF POLLUTION LAWS

A. REFUSE ACT

a. Passed in 1899 enforced by the Army Corps of Engineers

b. Prohibited the dumping of trash into navigable waterways

c. Criminal penalty $500.00 to $2,750.00 fine and imprisonment of 30 days to one year
d. Coast Guard rarely uses this law today

B. Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA) [as amended by CWA/OPA 90]

a. Federal Water Pollution Control Act 1972

b. Authority for Coast Guard 33 USC 1321 - Sec. 311 delegated through Executive Order (E.O.) 11735

c. Prohibits the discharge of oil and hazardous substances in the navigable waterways

d. Requires notification by spiller
e. 
e. Civil and criminal penalties
C. Clean Water Act (CWA)


a. Clean Water Act 1977

b. Amended the FWPCA 33 USC 1321

c. Authority for pollution prevention regulations in 33 CFR and 46 CFR
d. Requires Coast Guard to ensure clean up is conducted and costs recovered

e. Established the National Response Center (NRC) 1-800-424-8802 for reporting of spills

D. Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90)


a. Oil Pollution Act of 1990

b. Amended CWA and FWPCA
c. Passed as a direct result of the EXXON VALDEZ spill

d. Increased responsibilities / liabilities of spillers.

e. Created a 1 billion dollar clean up fund to be administered by the Coast Guard.


E. Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation AND LIABILITY Act (CERCLA)


a. Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 1980

b. Covers the release of hazardous substances (not oil) into the “environment”
c. Created a Billion dollar Superfund for cleaning up hazardous waste sites


d. PENALTIES

i. Civil penalties 

ii. Criminal penalties

F. MARPOL 73/78

a. Applies to ship board refuge

b. Annex V and 33 CFR 151.51-77 set the guidelines for discharging garbage (applies to recreation vessels)

c. Penalties to $25,000.00 for each violation.

