SEPTEMBER 14-16, 2004 REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM III MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

HOTEL REGISTRATION:

The upcoming Regional Response Team III meeting will be held September 14-16, 2004 at the Sheraton Station Square Hotel, located at 300 West Station Square Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219.

To make your reservations, please call (412) 261-2000.  Please identify yourself as attending the Regional Response Team III (RRT III) meeting.  The Sheraton Station Square will offer the government per diem of $87 plus 14% room lodging tax for single or double occupancy.  The hotel will grant the federal tax-exempt status for members using a government I.D.  I encourage you to make your reservation by AUGUST 9, 2004 to assure rate and availability.  This will let me know if I need to increase or decrease the room block, so please call early to make your reservations.  Check in time is 3:00 p.m. and check out time is 12:00 a.m.  Reservations must be guaranteed by credit card, but the hotel will not precharge the credit card until the guest arrives.  To cancel reservations or to change the length of hotel stay, the hotel must be notified by 6 p.m. the day of arrival to avoid a no-show fee or an early departure fee equivalent to 50% of one night’s room and tax.  

HOTEL:

The Sheraton Station Square is Pittsburgh’s only riverfront hotel with spectacular views of the city skyline, and is located adjacent to historic Station Square, featuring a number of the city’s finest specialty shops, restaurants and nightclubs.  The hotel offers a new health club with indoor swimming pool, whirlpool, and exercise room, locker rooms with dry sauna, and steam room.  

The Sheraton’s Pittsburgh Rare Restaurant, offers a variety of top quality steaks, chops, seafood, and a special “surprise” treat.  The restaurant offers daily service for breakfast from 6:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.; lunch 11:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.; and dinner 5:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  The new lobby bar is open 4:00 p.m. till midnight.  For more information about the Sheraton Station Square Hotel, please visit www.stationsquare.com.  Directions are listed below.

The Station Square Complex offers attractions, entertainment, restaurants, bars, and shops.  The Bessemer Court expansion is complete and includes Hard Rock Café` Pittsburgh, Joe’s Crab Shack, Dave & Andy’s Ice Cream, Starbucks, Waltzing Waters Dancing Fountain, and other dining venues.  Mt. Washington is an incline ride away, the Gateway Clipper Fleet is near by, and the “Duck” calls Station Square home.

INLAND AREA COMMITTEE AND WORKGROUP MEETINGS:

The Inland Area Committee will meet on September 14, 2004.  If you have any questions or comments concerning this committee, please contact Mr. Steve Jarvela at (215) 

814-3259.  The workgroups, the FOSC, and the Executive Committee meetings will be on September 15, and the standing RRT III meeting on September 16.

RRT III WEB PAGE:

Please visit the RRT III web site http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm and provide any comments or suggestions.  

TRAINING AND AGENDA:

On the afternoon of September 14, there will be a 4-hour inland barge chemical incident potential WMD tabletop exercise coordinated by PPG and Three Rivers Pollution Response Council.  More detailed information about the exercise, training, and our meeting agenda will be provided in the next announcement.  The Training Committee is working on our recommended training plan to develop the meeting agenda, and I am contacting the presenters for our September meeting.

 If you have any suggestions for presentations, topics of discussion, or questions concerning the meeting, please contact Linda Baines at (757) 398-6364, lbaines@lantd5.uscg.mil.  Our Fax number is (757) 391-8149.  

2005 RRT III MEETINGS:

Our 2005 RRT III meetings are tentatively scheduled as follows:  January 25-27 or January 11-13, in Baltimore, Maryland, May 24-26, in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, and September 20-22 or September 27-29, in Shepherdstown, West Virginia. 

DIRECTIONS TO THE SHERATON STATION SQUARE:

From the North:  Take I-79 South to I-279 South.  Follow the signs for Airport/Fort Pitt Bridge.  On the bridge get into the far right-hand lane and exit at Exit 5C - West End/Station Square.  At the first light make a right into Station Square.

From the South:  Take 51 North towards Pittsburgh.  Turn right into the Liberty Tunnels – stay in the right lane!  At the end of the tunnel make an immediate right at the light – DO NO GO OVER THE BRIDGE!  At the next light make a left onto Arlington Avenue.  At the light at the bottom of the hill merge left onto Carson Street.  Follow Carson Street to the Station Square sign – turn right for parking.  

From the East: (Turnpike):  Exit turnpike at the Pittsburgh Interchange - #6 Monroeville.  Follow the signs for Pittsburgh I-376 West.  Follow I-376 for approximately 15 miles to the Grant Street exit.  (You will exit in the left lane).  At the first light, make a turn onto Fort Pitt Boulevard (Fort Pitt Commons Building will be on your right as you turn).  Stay in the left lane on Fort Pitt Boulevard and turn left at the light onto the Smithfield Street Bridge.  Cross the Smithfield Street Bridge and make a right at the end of the bridge onto Carson Street.  At the next light make a right into Station Square. 

From the West:  Exit the Pittsburgh International Airport on I-279 towards Pittsburgh.  Take Exit 5C “West End” to Route 51 North.  At the first light, make a right onto East Carson Street.  At the third light, Commerce Drive, make a left into Station Square.

Have a great summer! We look forward to seeing all of you in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania!  Thank you for your support!   Linda

