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USER GROUPS

VMRS USERS (Full Participation):
These Vessels must monitor the designated VHF-FM VTS frequency for the

VTS Areain which they are operating, make reportsto the VTS, and comply
with general VTS operating rules:

e A power-driven vessel of 40 meters (approximately
131 feet) or morein length, while navigating;

e A commercial towing vessel of 8 meters
(approximately 26 feet) or morein length, while
navigating;

e A vessd certified to carry 50 or more passengers
for hire, when engaged in trade.

VTS USERS (Passive Participation)

These vessels must monitor the designated VHF-FM VTS frequency for the area
in which they are operating, respond if hailed by the VTS, and comply with
general VTS operating rules:

e A power-driven vessel of 20 meters (approximately
65 feet) or morein length;

e A vessel of 100 grosstonsor morecarrying 1 or
mor e passengersfor hire;

e A dredgeor floating plant.

NON-REQUIRED

If you do not fall into either of the above categories you are not required by law
to participate with the VTS. However, your vessd is still subject to:

e ColregsRule"10";

e VTSMeasure (direction given by the VTYS);

e All other practices of safe navigation and prudent
seamanship.
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I ntroduction

Purpose of this manual

With the implementation of new Vessel Traffic management
Regulations contained in Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations,
effective October 13, 1994, a new User's Manua became
necessary for Prince William Sound. This new edition of the
Prince William Sound Traffic Service User's Manual will provide
the VTS user with:

e A quick reference guide that describes the requirements and
procedures for participation with the Prince William Sound
Vessdl Traffic Service (PWSVTS).

¢ Anunderstanding of the regulations concerning Vessel Traffic
Services contained in 33 CFR 161 and 165, and of the traffic
management measures employed and services provided by
PWSVTS.

e A copy of 33CFR 161 - Vessel Traffic Management
Regulations. **

** Carrying this User's Manual on board a vessel fulfills the
requirement to keep a copy of the Vessal Traffic Service rules,
33 CFR 161, on board when operatingin the PWSVTS Area.

All Mariners are encouraged to read this manual prior to
participating with the Prince William Sound Vessdl Traffic
Service.

ABOUT VTSREGULATIONS

The Ports and Waterways Safety Act of 1972 (PWSA), as
amended, authorizes the Coast Guard to establish and operate
Vessal Traffic Services. The Trans-Alaska Pipeline Authorization



Act of 1973 amended the PWSA to specifically require the Coast
Guard to establish and operate a Vessel Traffic Service in Prince
William Sound.

Requests to deviate from any regulation or measure due to
circumstances that develop during or immediately preceding a
transit, may be made verbally to the Commanding Officer, Marine
Safety Office Valdez (Channel 13 VHF-FM, or phone 907-835-
7200). Requests shadl be made as far in advance as possble.

Requests to deviate from any measure or regulation either for an
extended period of time or if anticipated before the start of a
trangit, must be submitted in writing to:

Commander (Mo)
Seventeenth Coast Guard District
P.O. Box 25517
Juneau, Alaska 99802-5517

Upon receipt of the written or verba requests, the District
Commander or Commanding Officer, Marine Safety Office Valdez
may authorize a deviation if it is determined that it would provide a
level of safety equivalent to that provided by the required measure
or regulation, or is a maneuver considered necessary for the safe
navigation under the circumstances. The application for deviation
must state the need and fully describe the proposed aternative to
the required measure or regulation. [33 CFR 161.5]

ABOUT VTSPRINCE WILLIAM SOUND

Prince William Sound Vessel Traffic Service is the waterway
manager for PWSVTS Area. The VTS is a department of the
Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Valdez. T he Traffic Center is
located in the Marine Safety Office building in Valdez, Alaska,
and is staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by Coast Guard
personnel. Our Mission is to prevent accidents, loss of life and
damage to property and the environment. Our primary functionis
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to ingtill good order and predictability on the waters of the
PWSVTS Area. We do this by coordinating vessel movements
through the collection, verification, organization, and
dissemination of information.

CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

PWSVTS obtains vessdl information using radar surveillance,
VHF-FM  marine band telecommunications with Channel 13
(156.65mhz) as our designated working frequency, and an
Automated Dependent Surveillance Shipboard System (ADSS)
based on a differential Global Positioning System (dGPS).

The primary components of the VTS are:
e Thevessd traffic center (VTC) at Marine Safety Office Valdez
e Thetraffic separation scheme (TSS)

e The vessel movement reporting system (VMRS), which
includes reporting points

e A radar surveillance system
e A VHF-FM and HF communications network

e The Automated Dependent Surveillance Shipboard System
(ADSS)

e Federal Vessd Traffic Management regulations contained in
33 CFR 161 and 165

The TSS in Prince William Sound has been adopted by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO). Because of this, the
TSS is subject to the provisons of Rule 10 of the 1972 COLREGS.
The traffic lanes and separation zone, which comprise the TSS, are
depicted on nautical charts.



Vessals in the Prince William Sound Vessal Traffic Service Area
fall into several categories:

a. Vessalsinthe radar coverage areg;

b. ADSS equipped vesselsin the radar coverage area;

c. Vessalsoutside the radar coverage area;

d. ADSS equipped vessels outside the radar coverage area.

Vessals in the radar coverage area are tracked by their radar returns
and by their voice reports. ADSS equipped vessels in the radar
coverage area are tracked by their radar returns, voice reports and
ADSS transponder updates. Vessels outside the radar coverage
area are tracked by their voice reports only, while ADSS equipped
vessels outside radar coverage are tracked by their voice reports
and transponder updates, which are accurate to within 10 meters.

At this time federal regulations require only tankers 20,000 DWT
and over to have ADSS systems installed onboard while in the
PWSVTS Area. This means that non-ADSS equipped vessels that
participate with PWSVTS are tracked by their reported positions,
courses and speeds both in and out of radar coverage. Because of
this, the timeliness and accuracy of voice reports are necessary
factors in maintaining the quality of traffic advisories we provide
based on those reports.

HOW TO CONTACT US

We welcome your questions, as well as comments and suggestions
on the job we're doing and how we can improve our service to you.
These may be sent to:

COMMANDING OFFICER
PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE
P.O. BOX 486
105 CLIFTON DRIVE
VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686
PHONE: (907) 835-7200 FAX: (907) 835-7207
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GLOSSARY

This glossary contains certain terms, abbreviations and
acronymsused in thismanual.

ADSS or ADSSE - Automated Dependent Surveillance
Shipborne Equipment. Currently, this equipment is only required
for tank vessels of 20,000 DWT or more. ADSSE provides the user
with a dGPS position accurate to within 10 meters and sends a
signal back to PWSVTS with that position and the vessdl's name,
course and speed. This is displayed on a video chart of the VTS
Area along with radar video. The VTS is thereby able to track
these vessels when they are within the VTS Area, whether or not
they arewithin radar range.

COLREGS or 72 COLREGS - International Regulations
for Prevention of Collisions at Sea, 1972.

COTP - Coast Guard Captain of the Port.
CFR - Code of Federal Regulations.

DWT - Deadweight tons.

ETA - Estimated time of arrival.

ETD - Egtimated time of departure.

GPS - Global Positioning System.

dGPS - Differential Global Positioning System.

IM O - Intergovernmental Maritime Organization.
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L aden - means transporting in bulk any quantity of applicable
cargo, except for clingage and residue in otherwise empty cargo
tanks. [33 CFR 168.05]

M SO - Marine Safety Office.

OPA 90 - Qil Pollution Act of 1990.

PW SA - Ports and Waterways Safety Act of 1972, as amended.
PWSVTS - Prince William Sound Vessel Traffic Service.

PWSVTSA or VTSA - Prince William Sound Vessal Traffic
Service Area or Vessdl Traffic Service Area; SEE 33CFR161.60,
PAGE 1-5 OR THE CHARTLET ON PAGE 3-3 FOR
BOUNDARIES

Tanker - a sdf-propelled tank vessel constructed or adapted
primarily to carry oil or hazardous materials in bulk in the cargo
spaces.

Tank Vessal - a vessd that is constructed or adapted to carry,
or that carries, oil or hazardous material in bulk as car go or cargo
resdue. (Although this definition is the official version from the
federal regulations definitions, the term "tank vessdl" is used
interchangeably throughout the regulations to mean either a self-
propelled tank vessel such as an oil tanker, or a non self propelled
tank vessel such as an oil barge. In this User's Manual "tanker"
refers to a ship, and a "tank vessal" is used when the regulation
can apply to either kind of vessel. When confusion exists, usersare
encouraged to refer to the federal regulation in the brackets after
the information.)

TSS - Traffic Separation Scheme.
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VERP - Vessdl Escort Response Plan.
VMRS - Vessal Movement Reporting System.

VMRS User - a vessel, or an owner, operator, charterer,
master, or person directing the movement of a vessdl, that is
required to participate in a VMRS within a VTS area. VMRS
participation isrequired for:
(1) Every power driven vessel of 40 meters (approximately
131 feet) or morein length, while navigating;
(2) Every towing vessel of 8 meters (approximately 26 feet)
or morein length, while navigating; or
(3) Every vessal certified to carry 50 or more passengers
for hire, when engaged in trade.

VTC - Vessd Traffic Center.
VTS- Vessd Traffic Service.
VTSA - VTSArea. See PWSVTSA

VTS Special Area - a waterway within the VTSA in which
special operating requirements apply. Valdez Narrows is the
gpecial area within the PWSVTSA. SEE  33CFR161.33,
33CFR161.60, PAGES 1-14 AND 1-15, AND THE CHARTLET
ON PAGE 34 FOR BOUNDRIES AND OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS.

VTS User - avessel, or an owner, operator, charterer, master,
or a person directing the movement of a vessel, that is:
(a) Subject to the Vessal Bridge-to-Bridge Radiotelephone
Act; or
(b) Required to participate in a VMRS within a VTS area
(VMRS User).
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SECTION 1

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
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Quick Reference Guide

This section of the User's manual is for quick reference only. The
information provided in this section is not intended to modify the
regulations in any respect, and the corresponding regulation, given in
bracketsafter the information, should bereferred tofor afull description.

e AM | REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE WITH

THE VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE?
(VMRS User) - Full participation required if you are:
() A power driven vessel of 40 meters (approximately 131 feet) or
more in length, while navigating;
(b) A commercia towing vessel of 8 meters (approximately 26
feet) or more in length, while navigating;
(c) A vessel certified to carry 50 or more passengers for hire, when
engaged in trade.
Full participation requires vessels to make various reports to the

VTS (Vadez Traffic).

[33CFR161.2]

If you are not listed above, but fall into one of the following categories, you are
required to monitor the designated VHF channel and respond if call by the VTS

Passive participation required if you are:

(a) A power driven vessel of 20 metersor more in length;
(b) A vessel of 100 gross tons or more carying 1 or more
passengers for hire;

(c) A dredge or floating plant.

Vessels which are required to participate fully are caled VMRS
Users.

Together, VMRS Users and Vessels which fall into the passive
participation category ate called VTS Users. Each VTS User must
maintain a listening watch on the designated VTS frequency. Other
vessels underway in the VTS area may be required to participate to

the extent the VTS considers necessary.
[33CFR161.2, 161.3, 161.12 and 26.05]
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e WHAT IS THE "VESSEL MOVEMENT

REPORTING SYSTEM" (VMRYS)?
The VMRS is a system used to manage and track vessel
movements within the VTS area. This is done by vessels
providing information under the established procedures in 33 CFR
161, or asdirected by the VTS.

e WHERE AM | REQURIRED TO PARTICIPATE?
VTS Users, whether underway or at anchor, are required to

participate inaVMRS withinaVTS Area.
[33CFR161.2 and .3]

e WHEREISTHE VTSAREA (VTSA)?

The Prince William Sound VTSA's boundaries encompass the
same area as the Regulated Navigation Area. The VTSA and the
Regulated Navigation Area are defined as:

"The navigable waters of the U.S., north of aline drawn
from Cape Hinchinbrook Light to Schooner Rock Light,
comprising that portion of Prince William Sound between
146-30'W and 147-20'W and includes Vadez Arm, Valdez
Narrows, and Port Valdez." (SeetheVTSarea chartlet
on page 3-3)

[33CFR161.60 and 165.1704]

*NOTE: Although regulatory jurisdiction islimited to the navigable waters
of the U.S.,, certain vessels will be encouraged or may be required, as a
condition of entering port, to report beyond this area to improve traffic
management within the VT SA.

[33CFR161.2]

e WHO MUST CARRY THEVTSRULES

ONBOARD?
Each VTS User must carry the VTS rules contained in 33 CFR 161
on board the vessel and maintain them for ready reference.
Carrying this User's Manud on board meets that requirement. The
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VTSrulesare dso containedin the U.S. Coast Filot.
[33CFR161.4]

e HOW DO I COMMUNICATEWITH THEVTS?

PWSVTS's working frequency is Channel 13 VHF-FM (156.65
MHZz), which is aso the bridge-to-bridge navigational frequency.
Channel 13 is used because the volume of radio traffic does not
warrant use of a separate designated frequency. Our call sign is
"Valdez Traffic", and after communications are established, this

may be shortened to " Traffic".
[33CFR26.03 and 161.18]

(a) Each VTS User must have radiotel ephone equipment on
board capable of operation from its navigational bridge (or
adredge'smain control station) and maintain alistening

watch on the VTS frequency (Channel 13, 156.65 MHz).
[33CFR161.12, 26.03(b)(f), 26.04, and 161.18]

(b) Each VTS User mugt dso maintain awatch on Channdl

16 (156.8 MHz). (See Note on page 4-9)
[33CFR26.04, 161.12(a), and 161.18(c)]

(c) A VTS User required to maintain a listening watch must

be able to communicatein the English Language.
[33CFR26.07 and 161.12]

(d) Tankers and tank vessels of 20,000 DWT or more
navigating in the VTSA must have at |east 2
radiotelephones capable of operating onthe VTS

frequency, one of which is capable of battery operation.
[33CFR165.1704]
*NOTE: A single VHF-FM radio capable of scanning, or with " dual watch"
capability, will not meet therequirements of two radios.

e WHAT INFORMATION DOES A VMRS USER

NEED TO PROVIDE TO"VALDEZ TRAFFIC"?
To avoid congesting the radiotelephone frequencies or imposing
undue reporting burden, your reports should be limited to any
information that is needed to manage and track vessel movements.
This information is consolidated into four reports (Sailing Plan,
Position Report, Sailing Plan Deviation, and Final Report). The
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following reporting requirements apply to VMRS Users:

(1) Saling Plan - Unless otherwise stated, at least 15 minutes
before navigating in the VTSA, avessal must report:
(a) Vessel name and type;
(b) Position;
(c) Dedtination and ETA;
(d) Intended Route;
(e) Time and point of entry intothe VTSA; and
(f) Dangerous cargo on board orin tow as set out in 33
CFR 161.203 and other required information as set out in
33 CFR 160.211 and 160.213, if applicable.
(g) Tankers 20,000 DWT or more must report compliance
with the Navigation Safety Regulations contained in 33

CFR 164

[33CFR165.1704]
*NOTE: Tankersor other vessels which will check in with PWSVTSprior
to entering the VT SA at Cape Hinchinbrook are encouraged to call 3 hours
prior toarrival at the Cape to exchange weather reports, information on ice
conditions, anchorage information, and to coordinate traffic management
at Cape Hinchinbrook, in the Valdez Narrows VTS Special Area, and
elsewhere in the VTSA. All vessels will be required to call when abeam
Cape Hinchinbrook.

Example Report:
"Valdez Traffic thisisthe tanker Arco Alaska, bound for
AlyeskaMarine Terminal. We arein position 59 degrees,
55 minutes north, 146 degrees, 20 minutes west. ETA to
Cape Hinchinbrook is0200. ETA to Bligh Reef Pilot
Station is0500. The vessel has no impairments. The
master has pilotage. We will be using the traffic lanes. We
have a copy of the VTSManual on board and the vessel is
in compliance with 33 CFR 164."

(2) Position Report - A vessel must report its name and position:
(a) Upon point of entry into aVTS Areg;
(b) At designated reporting points as set forth in 33 CFR
161.60;
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(c) When directed by PWSVTS.
*NOTE: Notice of temporary reporting points, if established, may be
published via general broadcast, Local Notice to Mariners, or the VTS
User'sManual.

Example Report:
"Valdez Traffic, thisisthe tug Nanug. We areinbound
abeam Naked Idand.”
"Valdez Traffic, thisisthe Arco Alaska, inbound abeam
Cape Hinchinbrook."

(3) Sailing Plan Deviation Report - A vessel must report:
(8) When its ETA to adestination varies sgnificantly*
from a previoudly reported ETA;
(b) Any intention to deviate from a VTS issued measure or
vessel traffic routing system; or
(c) Any significant deviation from previously reported
information.

*NOTE: PWSVTS requests a call if your reported ETA changes by 15
minutesor more.

Examplereports:
"Valdez Traffic, thisisthe tanker Arco Alaska. Our ETA to
Bligh Reef Pilot Station has changed to 0440."
"Valdez Traffic, thisisthe tanker Arco Alaska. Our
destination has changed to Knowles Head Anchorage to
await availability of Berth 5."
"Vadez Traffic, thisis the outbound Alaska State Ferry
Bartlett. We'd like permission to cross the traffic lanes at
Bligh Reef and proceed east of the traffic lanes.”

(4) Final Report - A vessel must report its name and paosition:

(a) On arrival at destination; or

(b) When leaving the VTS Area.
*NOTE: PWSVTS may also direct a vessel to any of the information set
forth in the IMO Standard Ship Reporting System - 33 CFR 161.18, on
page 2-5 of thismanual.
[33CFR161.15 through 23]



e WHAT ARE THE DESIGNATED REPORTING

POINTS?
The reporting pointsfor northbound vessds are:
1A - Cape Hinchinbrook
2A - Naked Idand
3A - Bligh Reef (pilot embarkation point)
4A - Rocky Point
5 - Entrance ldand;

The reporting pointsfor southbound vessds are:
5 - Entranceldand

4B - Rocky Point

3B - Bligh Reef (pilot debarkation point)

2B - Naked Idand

1B - Schooner Rock
*NOTE: For exact positions of the above locations, see 33 CFR 161.60(d) or
pages 4-17 and 4-18 and the chartlet on page 3-5 of thismanual.

e WHICHVESSELSDONOT HAVE TO PROVIDE

POSITION REPORTSAND FINAL REPORTS?
(1) Unless otherwise directed by VTS, the following vessels are
exempt due to the nature of their operations:
(a) Vessels on a published schedule and route;
(b) Vessels operating within an area of aradius of three
nautical milesor less; or
() Vessels escorting another vessel or assisting another
vessel in maneuvering procedures.
(2) Those exempted vessds listed above must;
(a) Providea Sailing Plan at least 5 minutes but no more
than 15 minutes before navigating within the VTS Areg;
and
(b) If departingfrom its scheduleby more than 15 minutes,
or changing its limited operating area, make Position and
Final Reportsin addition to Sailing Plan and Sailing Plan
Deviation Reports and any other reports directed by the
VTS.
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(3 Vesses equipped with operating Automated Dependent
Surveillance Shipboard Equipment (ADSSE) are not required to
make voice radio position reports and final reports at designated
reporting points as required by 33 CFR 161.20(b) and 161.22,

unless otherwise directed by the PWSVTS.
[33CFR161.23 and 165.1704]

(4) Whenever ADSSE becomes non-operational as described in 33
CFR 164.43(b) and (c), a vessal must:

- Make required voice radio position reports at designated

reporting points; and

- Make other voice radio reports as directed.

[33CFR161.23]

e WHAT OTHER TYPE OF INFORMATION
MUST A VESSEL PROVIDETO " VALDEZ

TRAFFIC"?
PWSVTS may request other information from vessels from time to
time, including, but not limited to:
- Ice Conditions;
- Weather reports,

- Traffic Conditions
*NOTE: Positionsand extent of ice should be given in geographic terms.

As soon as possible, a VTS User shall notify the VTS of any of the
following:
- A marine casuaty definedin 46CFR 4.05-1;
- Involvement in the ramming of afixed or floating object;
- A pollution incident as defined in 33 CFR 151.15
- A defect or discrepancy in an aid to navigation;
- A hazardous condition that may adversely affect the
safety of avessel, bridge, structure, shore area, or the
environment of any navigable waters of the United States
as defined in 33 CFR 160.203;
- Improper operation of Vessel equipment required by 33
CFR 164;
- A situation or incident involving hazardous materials as
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defined in 49 CFR 176.48;
- A hazardous vessel operating condition as defined in 33

CFR 161.2.
[33CFR161.12(c)]

e WHICH VESSELSARE REQUIRED TO HAVE

ADSSE ON BOARD?
A tanker or tank vessel of 20,000 DWT or more that intends to
navigate within the Prince William Sound regulated navigation
area (VTS Ared) must have an operating Automated Dependent

Surveillance Shipborne Equipment (ADSSE) system installed.
[33CRF165.1704(c)(6)]

e WHAT IF A REQUIRED VESSEL'SADSSE IS

INOPERATIVE?

(1) Whenever an ADSSE becomes non-operational before entering
or while underway inthe VTS area, avessel must:

- Notify the VTC;

- Make required voice radio position reports at designated

reporting points;

- Make other voice radio reports as directed; and

- Restore the ADSSE to operating condition as soon as

possible.
[33CFR161.230, 164.43, and 165.17040(6)]

(2) If the ADSSE on a vessel described above becomes non-
operational before getting underway in the VTS area, and repairs
have not been made, permission to get underway must be obtained

from PWSVTS.
[33CFR165.1704(c)(6)]

(3) Whenever a vessel's ADSSE becomes non-operational due to a
loss of position correction information (i.e. the Coast Guard's
dGPS system cannot provide error correction messages) that vessel

must make reports as described above.
[33CFR165.1704(c)(6)(iV)]
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e WHAT SERVICESWILL BE PROVIDED BY

"VALDEZ TRAFFIC"?

PWSVTS may issue advisories, or provide information upon

regquest, on reported conditions within the VTS area, such as:
- Hazardous conditions or circumstances;
- Vessal congestion;
- Environmental conditions;
- Aidsto navigation status,
- Anticipated vessel encounters and that vessel's name,
type, position, hazardous vessel operating conditions, if
applicable, and its intended navigation movements, as
reported;
- Temporary measures in effect (i.e. port closure info);
- A description of local harbor operations and conditions,
such asferry routes, dredging, etc.;
- Anchorage availability, berth/pil ot station information; or

- Other information or special circumstances.
[33CFR161.10]

e WHEREISTHE VTSSPECIAL AREA?

Within the VTSA is a VTS Special Area where special operating
requirements apply. The VTS Specia Area, aso caled Vadez
Narrows VTS Specia Area, mainly encompasses the Narrows, but
includes parts of Valdez Arm and Port Vadez. Also see chartlet

on page 3-4 of thismanual.
[33CFR161.2]

The Valdez Narrows VTS Specia Area is described as the waters
northeast of a line bearing 307° True from Tongue Point at
61°02'06"N, 146°40'00"W; and southwest of a line bearing 307°

True from Entrance Island Light at 61°05'06"N, 146°36'42"W.
[33CFR161.60 and 165.1704]

e WHAT OPERATING REQUIREMENTSAPPLY

INAVTSSPECIAL AREA?
(&) A VTS Usa shall, if towing astern, do so with as short a
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hawser as safety and good seamanship permit;

(b) AVMRS User shall:
(1) Not enter or get underway in the Areawithout prior
approval of the VTS,
(2) Not enter aVTS Specid Areaif a hazardousvesse
operating condition or circumstance exists;
(3) Not meset, cross, or overtake any other VMRS User in
the Areawithout prior approval of the VTS; and
(4) Before meeting, crossing or overtaking any other
VMRS User in the Area, make safe passing arrangements
on Channel 13. Thisrequirement does not relieve a vessd
of any duty prescribed by the International Regulations for
Prevention of Collisons at Sea, 1972 (72 COLREGS) or

the Inland Navigation Rules.
[33CFR161.13]

e WHAT ADDITIONAL OPERATING
REQUIREMENTSAPPLY IN THE VALDEZ
NARROWSVTSSPECIAL AREA?

(1) At al times, no VMRS User shall proceed north of 61°00'N

without prior approval of PWSVTS.
[33CFR161.60(c)(1)]

(2) Whenever a tank barge or tanker over 20,000 DWT s
navigating in the Valdez Narrows VTS Specid Area:
- A northbound vessel shall remain south of 61°00'N until
the VTS has granted permisson to proceed;
- A southbound vessel shall remain in Port Valdez east of
146°35'W and north of 61°06'N until the VTS has granted
permission to proceed;
- If unladen, that tank vessd shal limit speed to 12 knots;
- | laden, that tank vessd shall limit speed to 6 knots
between Middle Rock and Potato Point, and 12 knots
elsewherein the Special Area.
[33CFR165.1704(c)(5) and (6)]
- This does not apply to:
- A vessdl lessthan 1600 Gross Tons;
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- A towing vessdl |ess than 8 meters; or
- A vessel performing duties as avessel escort as

described in 33 CFR 168.

[33CFR161.60(c)(2) and (3)]
*NOTE: The Prince William Sound Vessel Escort Response Plan (VERP)
contains additional tanker speed limits agreed upon by local agencies. See
the current VERP Manual for these speed restrictions.

e HOW DO WINDSAND SEASAFFECT THE
MOVEMENT OF TANKER TRAFFICIN THE

PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND VTSAREA?
The federal regulation governing wind restrictions can be found in
33 CFR 165.1704 and it statesthat “...when steady wind
conditionsin the VTS Specid Area (Vddez Narrows) or Port
Valdez exceed, or are anticipated to exceed 40kts, tank vessels of
20,000 DWT or more that intend to navigate in the regulated
navigation area (the VTSA) must proceed as directed by the VTC
(entry into the VTS Specid Areaand Port Vaddez is prohibited)”,
however;

The VTS may issue measures or directions for navigational/vessel/
marine environmenta safety. See 33 CFR 161.11

Tankers are subject to certan other restrictions regarding weather
and escort operations. These restrictions may change to match the
capabilities of available equipment. Consult the Prince William
Sound Vessel Escort Response Plan (VERP) or contact PWSVTS

for information on current restrictions.
*NOTE: All wind and sea information that affect restrictionswill be taken
from National Weather Service instrumentsand buoys.

e HOW DOESICE AFFECT THE TRANSIT OF
VESSELSIN PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND VTS
AREA?

Frequently ice will drift into the traffic lanesin Prince William
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Sound. When iceisreported in the traffic lanes, | ce Routing
Measures will be put into effect and PWSV TS will route traffic
around ice as appropriate. If no safe routing exists, Port Vddez
will be dosed to tank vessd traffic. See 33 CFR161.11

e WHERE ARE THE 'SAFETY ZONES IN

PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND?
(1) The Port Vadez Safety Zone is the area within 200 yards of
any waterfront facility at the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Valdez
Terminal complex (Alyeska) or vessels moored or anchored at
Alyeska and the area within 200 yards of any tank vessel

maneuvering to approach, moor, unmoor or depart Alyeska.
[33CFR165.1701]

(2) The Ammunition Isand Safety Zone is the area within 1330
yards of Ammunition Idand, L 61°07.5'N, A 146°18'W, and the
vessel moored or anchored at Ammunition Iand and loading or
offloading military explosives.

(3) A Moving Safety Zone will be established 200 yards around an
explosive carrying vessel navigating the Vessel Traffic System
from abeam of Naked Idand, maneuvering to approach, moor,
unmoor at Ammunition Island, or a vessel departing Ammunition
Idand. (The general regulations for Safety Zones (33 CFR 165.23)
do not apply to section 3 except when the vessel is moored to

Ammunition Island.)
[33CFR165.1703]

e WHAT RULESAPPLY IN A SAFETY ZONE?
(a) A Safety Zone is awater area and/or shore area to which access
is limited for safety or environmental purposes. It may be

stationary or may be a zone around avessd in motion.
[33CFR165.20]

(b) No person, vehicle, vessel or object may enter or remain in a
Safety Zone unless authorized by the Captain of the Port or the
District Commander.

(c) Each person in a Safety Zone who has notice of alawful order
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or direction shall obey the order or direction of the COTP or
District Commander, issued to carry out the purposes of 33 CFR
165 Subpart A, Regulated Navigation Areas and Limited Access

Aress.
[33CFR165.23]

e DOESTHE VTSHAVE THE AUTHORITY TO

DIRECT THE MOVEMENT OF MY VESSEL ?
Yes, PWSVTS may issue directions or measures to enhance
navigation and vessel safety and to protect the marine
environment, such as:

(a) Designating temporary reporting points and procedures,
(b) Imposing vessdl operating requirements,

(c) Establishing vessd traffic routing schemes; or

(d) During conditions of vessel congestion, restricted
visibility, adverse weather, or other hazardous
circumstances, Valdez traffic may control, supervise, or
otherwise manage traffic, by specifying times of entry,
movement, or departure to, from, or within the PWSVTS

Area

[33CFR161.11]
*NOTE: The owner, operator, charterer, master, or person directing the
movement of a vessel is responsible at all times for the operation and safe
navigation of his vessel under all circumstances. Compliance with VTS
rules or with direction of the VTS is contingent upon the exigencies of safe
navigation.
[33CFR161.1(c)]

e WHEN MAY A VESSEL DEVIATE FROM VTS

MEASURESOR DIRECTIONS?
Subject to the demands of safe navigation, a VTS User shall
comply with all measures established or directions issued by a
VTS. If, in a specific circumstance, a VTS User is unable to safely
comply with a measure or direction issued by the VTS, the VTS
User may deviate only to the extent necessary to avoid
endangering persons, property or the environment. The deviation

shall be reported to the VTS as soon as practicable.
[33CFR161.12]
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e WHAT ARE THE RULESFOR ANCHORING

AT KNOWLESHEAD ANCHORAGE?

Knowles Head Anchorage area is for the temporary use of vessels
during:

- Adverse wesather or tidal conditions;

- Vessal equipment failure; or

- Delays at Port Valdez.
No vessel may anchor in this anchorage without notifying Valdez
Traffic and each vessel that is anchored shall notify Valdez traffic
when it weighs anchor.
[33CFR110.233]
*NOTE: Upon anchoring at Knowles Head Anchorage, the VTS will
request the vessel's true bearing and range to Red Head. Thisinformation

will be passed to other vessels bound for the anchorage, and local agencies
which requireit. For Federal Anchorage Regulations, see 33 CFR 110.
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SECTION 2

IMO RULE 10

IMO STANDARD SHIP
REPORTING SYSTEM TABLE

Notes:
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(a) This rule applies to traffic separation schemes adopted by the
organization and does not relieve any vessel of her obligation
under any other rule.

(b) A vessdl using atraffic separation scheme shdl:

i. Proceed in the appropriate traffic lane in the genera
direction of traffic flow for that lane.

ii. So far as practical keep clear of a traffic separation line or
Separation zone.

iii. Normally join or leave atraffic lane at the termination of the
lane, but when joining or leaving from either side shall do
so at as small an angle to the general direction of traffic
flow as practicable.

(c) A vessel shall, so far as practicable, avoid crossing traffic lanes
but if obliged to do so shall cross on a heading as nearly as
practicable at right angles to the genera direction of traffic
flow.

(d) i. A vessdl shal not use an inshore traffic zone when she can
safely use the appropriate traffic lane within the adjacent
traffic separation scheme. However, vessels of less than 20
meters in length, saling vessels and vessels engaged in
fishing may use the inshore traffic zone.

ii. Notwithstanding subparagraph (d)(i), a vessel may use an
inshore traffic zone when enroute to or from a port, offshore
installation or structure, pilot station or any other place
situated within the inshore traffic zone, or to avoid
immediate danger.

(e) A vessdl other than a crossing vessel or a vessel joining or
leaving a lane shall not normally enter a separation zone or
Cross a separation line except:

i. incases of emergency to avoid immediate danger.

ii. to engage in fishing within a separation zone.

(f) A vessel navigating in areas near the terminations of traffic
separation schemes shdl do so with particular caution.
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(9) A vessdl shall so far as practicable avoid anchoring in a traffic
separation scheme or in areas near itsterminations.
(h) A vessdl not using a traffic separation scheme shall avoid it by
aswide amargin as practicable.



(i) A vessal engaged in fishing shall not impede the passage of
any vessel following atraffic lane.

(J) A vess of less than 20 meters in length or a sailing vessel
shall not impede the safe passage of a power driven vessel
following atraffic lane.

(K) A vessd restricted in her ability to maneuver when engaged in
an operation for maintenance of safety of navigation in a traffic
separation scheme is exempted from complying with this Rule
to the extent necessary to carry out the operation.

() A vessd restricted in her ability to maneuver when engaged in
an operation for laying, servicing or picking up submarine
cable, within a traffic separation scheme, is exempted from
complying with this Rule to the extent necessary to carry out
the operation.
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Table 161.18(a)
The IMO Standard Ship Reporting System

A ALPHA Ship Name, call sign or ship station, identity, and



B BRAVO

C CHARLIE

D DELTA

E ECHO

F FOXTROT

G GOLF

H HOTEL

I INDIA

J JULIET

K KILO

L LIMA

M MIKE

N NOVEMBER

O OSCAR

P PAPA

Q QUEBEC

R ROMEO

Date and time of event

Position

Position

True Course

Speed in knotsand tenths
of knots

Port of departure

Date, time and point of entry
Destination and expected time
of arrival

Pilot

Date, time and point of exit
from system
Routeinformation

Radio

Time of next report

Maximum present static
draught in meters

Cargo on board
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Defects, damage, deficiencies
or limitations

Description of pollution or
dangerous goods lost

flag.

A 6 digit group giving day month (first two
digits) and minutes (last four digits). If other
than UTC, state time zone used.

A 4 digit group giving latitude in degrees
and minutes suffixed with N (north) or S
(south) and a 5 digit group giving longitude
in degrees and minutes suffixed with E
(east) or W (west).

Truebearing (first 3 digits) and distance
(state distance) in nautical milesfrom a
clearly identified land mark (state
landmark).

A 3 digit group.

A 3 digit group.

Name of last port of call.

Entry time expressed asin (B) and into the
entry position expressed in (C) or (D).

Name of port and date time group asin (B).
State whether a deep sea or local pilotison
board.

Exit time expressed asin (B) and exit
position asexpressed in (C) or (D).

Intended track.

Statein full names of communications
stations/frequencies guarded.

Datetime group expressed asin (B).

4 digit group giving meters and centimeters.

Cargo and brief details of any dangerous
cargoesaswell as harmful substancesand
gasesthat could endanger personsor the
environment.

Brief detail of defects, damage, deficiencies
or other limitations.

Brief details of type of pollution (ail,
chemicals, etc.) or dangerous goodslost
overboard. Position expressed asin (C) or



S SIERRA

T TANGO

U UNIFORM

V VICTOR

W WHISKEY

X XRAY

Weather conditions

Ship'srepresentative
and/or owner

Ship sizeand type

Medical personnel

Total number of persons

on board

Miscellaneous

).

Brief details of weather and sea conditions
prevailing.

Details of name and particulars of ship's
and/or owner representative for provison of
information.

Details of length, breadth, tonnage, and type,
etc., asrequired.

Doctor, physician'sassstant, nurse, or
medic.

State number.

Any other information as appropriate, [i.e. a
detailed description of a planned operation,
which may include: its duration, effective
ares; any restrictionsto navigation;
notification procedures for approaching
vessls; in addition, for atowing operation;
configuration, length of the tow, available
horse power, etc.; doe a dredge or floating
plant; configuration of pipeline, mooring
configuration, number of assist vesselsetc.]



SECTION 3

REFERENCE CHARTLETS

e VTSAREA/REGULATED NAVIGATION AREA
e VTSSPECIAL AREA
e REPORTING POINTS

Notes:






PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND
VTS AREA

The Prince William Sound VTS Areas (VTSA) boundaries
encompass the same area as the Regulated Navigation Area. The
VTSA and the Regulated Navigation Area are defined as”

"The navigable waters of the U.S., north of aline drawn from Cape
Hinchinbrook Light to Schooner Rock light, comprising that
portion of Prince William Sound between 146°30'W and 147°20'W

and includes Valdez Arm, Valdez Narrows, and Port Valdez."
[33CFR161.2]



VTSPRINCE WILLIAM SOUND
VTS SPECIAL AREA

Special operating requirements apply in a VTS Special Area, also
called Vadez Narrows VTS Specia Area. This area mainly
encompasses the Narrows, but includes parts of Vadez Arm and
Port Vadez.

The Valdez Narrows VTS Specia Area is described as the waters
northeast of a line bearing 307° True from Tongue Point at
61°02'06"N, 146°40'00"W; and southwest of a line bearing 307°

True from Entrance Island Light at 61°05'06"N, 146°36'42"W.
[33CFR161.60 and 165.1704]

For further Special Arearegulations see 33 CFR 161.13, 162.2 and
161.60.
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VTSPRINCE WILLIAM SOUND
REPORTING POINTS

1A - Cape Hinchinbrook (Northbound only)
1B - Schooner Rock (Southbound only)

2A - Naked Idland (Northbound only)
2B - Naked Idand (Southbound only)
3A - Bligh Reef (Northbound only)
3B - Bligh Reef (Southbound only)
4A - Rocky Point (Northbound only)
4B - Rocky Point (Southbound only)

5 - Entranceldand

60°16'18"N, 146°45'30"W.
60°18'42"N, 146°51'36"W.
60°40'00"N, 147°01'24"W.
60°40'00"N, 147°05'00"W.
60°50'36"N, 146°57'30"W.
60°51'00"N, 147°01'24"W.
60°57'48"N, 146°47'30"W.
60°57'48"N, 146°50'00"W.
60°05'24"N, 146°37'30"W.

For further information on reporting points see 33CFR 161.60, 161.23 and

165.1704.
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SECTION 4

FEDERAL REGULATIONS

e 33CFR 161-VESSEL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

SUBPART A
Vesse Traffic Services
Genera Rules
Services
VTS Measures
Operating Requirements

SUBPART B
Vessel Movement Reporting System (VMRYS)
Reporting Requirements
Reporting Exemptions

SUBPART C
Vessal Traffic Service Area, Vessal Traffic Service Special
Areas, and Reporting Points
Vessel Traffic Service Prince William Sound



Notes:



PART 161 - VESSEL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

161.1
161.2
161.3
161.4
161.5

161.10
161.11
161.12
161.13

Subpart A - Vessdl Traffic Services

General Rules

Purpose and intent

Definitions

Applicability

Requirement to carry the Rules
Deviations from the rules

Services, VTS Measures, and Operating Requirements

Services

VTS Measures

Vessel operating requirements

VTS Specid Area operating requirements

Subpart B - Vessel M ovement Reporting System (VMRYS)

161.15
161.16
161.17
161.18
161.19
161.20
161.21
161.22
161.23

Purpose and intent

Applicability

Definitions

Reporting requirements

Sailing Plan (SP)

Position Report (PR)

Sailing Plan Deviation Report (DR)
Final Report (FR)

Reporting Exemptions

Subpart C - Vessel Traffic Service Areas, Vessel Traffic

161.60

Service Special Areas, and Reporting Points

Vessal Traffic Service Prince William Sound

Authority: 33 USC 1231, 33 USC 1223; 49 CFR 1.46
Source: CGD 90-020, 59 FR 36324, July 15, 1994, unless otherwise indicated.
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Subpart A - Vessel Traffic Services
General Rules
161.1 Purpose and I ntent

(d) The purpose of this part is to promulgate regulations
implementing and enforcing certain sections of the Ports and
Waterways Safety Act (PWSA) setting up a national system of
Vessd Traffic Services that will enhance navigation, vessel safety,
and marine environmental protection, and promote safe vessel
movement by reducing the potentia for collisions, rammings, and
groundings, and loss of lives and property associated with these
incidents within the VTS areas established hereunder.

(b) Vessd Traffic Services provide the mariner with
information related to the safe navigation of a waterway. This
information, coupled with the mariner's compliance with the
provisons set forth in this part, enhances the safe routing of
vessels through congested waterways. This information, coupled
with the mariner's compliance with the provisions set forth in this
part enhances the safe routing of vessels through congested
waterways or waterways of particular hazard. Under no certain
circumstances, a VTS may issue directions to control the
movement of vessels in order to minimize the risk of collison
between vessels, of damage to property or the environment.

(c) The owner, operator, charterer, master or person
directing the movement of a vessel remains at al times responsible
for the manner in which the vessel is operated and maneuvered,
and is responsible for the safe navigation of the vessel under al
circumstances. Compliance with these rules or with a direction of
the VTS is a al times contingent upon the exigencies of safe
navigation.

(d) Nothing in this part is intended to relieve any vessel,
owner, operator, charterer, master, or person directing the
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movement of a vessel from the consequences of any neglect to
comply with this part or any other applicable law or regulation
(e.g., the International Regulations for Prevention of Collisions at
Sea, 1992 (72 COLREGS) or the Inland Navigation Rules) or of
the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the
ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the
case.

161.2 Definitions
For this purposes of this part:

Hazardous Vessel Operation Condition means any
condition related to a vessel's ability to safely navigate or
maneuver, and includes, but isnot limited to:

(1) The absence or malfunction of vessel operating
equipment, such as propulsion machinery, steering gear, radar
system, gyrocompass, depth sounding device, automatic radar
plotting aid (ARPA), radiotelephone, automated dependent
surveillance equipment, navigational lighting, sound signaling
devices, or similar equipment.

(2) Any condition on board the vessel likely to impair
navigation such as a lack of current nautical charts and
publications, personnel shortage, or similar condition.

(3 Vessd characteristics that affect or restrict
maneuverability, such as cargo arrangement, trim, loaded
condition, underkeel clearance, speed, or similar characteristics.

Precautionary Area means a routing measure comprising
an area within defined limits where vessels must navigate with
particular caution and within which the direction of traffic may be
recommended.

Towing Vessel means any commercial vessel engaged in
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towing another vessel astern, alongside, or by pushing ahead.

Vessel Movement Reporting System (VMRYS) is a system
used to manage and track vessel movements within a VTS area.
This is accomplished by a vessel providing information under
established procedures as set forth in this part, or as directed by the
VTS.

Vessel Movement Reporting System (VMRS) User means a
vessel, or an owner, operator, charterer, master, or person directing
the movement of a vessd, that is required to participate inaVMRS
withinaVTS area. VMRS participation is required for:

(1) Every power driven vessel of 40 meters (approximately
131 feet) or morein length, while navigating.

(2) Every towing vessel of 8 meters (approximately 26 feet)
or more in length while navigating,

(3) Every vessdl certified to carry 50 or more passengers
for hire, when engaged in trade.

Vessel Traffic Center (VTC) means the shore based facility
that operates the vessdl traffic service for the Vessal Traffic
Service Areaor sector within such an area.

Vessel Traffic Services (VTS means a service implemented
by the United States Coast Guard designed to improve the safety
and efficiency of vessdl traffic and to protect the environment. The
VTS has the capability to interact with marine traffic and respond
to traffic situations developing inthe VTS area.

Vessel Traffic Service Area or VIS Area means the
geographical area encompassing a specific VTS area of service.
This area of service may be subdivided into sectors for the purpose
of alocating responsbility to individual Vessel Traffic Centers or
to identify different operating requirements.

Note: Although regulatory jurisdiction is limited to the navigable
waters of the United States, certain vessels will be encouraged or
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may be required, as a condition of port entry, to report beyond this
areato facilitate traffic management withinthe VTS area.

VTS Special Area means a waterway within the VTS in
which special operating requirements apply.

VTS User means a vessel, or an owner, operator, charterer,
master, or person directing the movement of avessdl, that is:

(1) Subject to the Vessel Bridge to Bridge Radiotelephone
Act; or

(2) Required to participate in a VMRS within a VTS area
(VMRS Usr).

VTS User's Manual means the manual established and
distributed by the VTS to provide the mariner with a description of
the services offered and rules in force for that VTS. Additionally,
the manual may include chartlets showing the area and sector
boundaries, general navigational information about the area, and
procedures, radio frequencies, reporting provisons and other
information which may assist the mariner whileinthe VTS area.

161.3 Applicability

The provisions of this subpart shall apply to each VTS User
and may also apply to any vessel while underway or at anchor on
the navigable waters of the United States withinaVTS Area, to the
extent the VTS condders necessary.

161.4 Requirement to carry therules

Each VTS User shall carry on board and maintain for ready
reference a copy of theserules.

Note: these rules are contained in the U.S. Coast Pilot, the VTS
Users Manual which may be obtained by contacting the
appropriate VTS, and periodicdly publishedinthe Locd Notice to
Mariners. The VTS User's manual and the World VTS Guide, an
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International  Maritime  Organization (IMO)  recognized
publication, contain additional information which may assist the
prudent mariner while in the appropriate VTS area.

161.5 Deviations from therules

(&) Requests to deviate from any provision in this part,
either for an extended period of time or if anticipated before the
start of a trangit, must be submitted in writing to the appropriate
District Commander. Upon receipt of the written request, the
District Commander may authorize a deviation if it is determined
that such a deviation provides a level of safety equivalent to that
provided by the required measure or is a maneuver considered
necessary for safe navigation under the circumstances. An
application for an authorized deviation must state the need and
fully describe the proposed alternative to the required measure.

(b) Request to deviate from any provision in this part dueto
circumstances that develop during a transt or immediately
preceding a transit, maybe made verbally to the appropriate VTS
Commanding Officer. Request to deviate shall be made as far in
advance as practicable. Upon receipt of the request, the VTS
Commanding Officer may authorize a deviation if it is determined
that, based on vessel handling characteristic, traffic density, radar
contacts, environmental condition, and other relevant information,
such a deviation provides a level of safety equivalent to that
provided by the required measure or is a maneuver consider
necessary for safe navigation under these circumstances.

Services, VTS measures, and Operating Requirements
161.10 Services

To enhance navigation and vessel safety and to protect the
marine environment a VTS may issue advisories or respond to
vessel request for information, on reported condition within the
VTS area, such as:
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(a) Hazardous conditions or circumstances;

(b) Vessal congestion;

(c) Traffic dengity;

(d) Environmental conditions;

(e) Aidsto navigation status,

(f) Anticipated vessel encounters;

(9) Another vessels name, type, position, hazardous vessel
condition, if applicable, and intend navigation movements, as
report;

(h) Temporary measures in effect;

(i) A description of local harbor operations and condition,
such asferry routes, dredging, and so forth;

()) Anchorage availahility; or

(K) Other information or special circumstances.

161.11 VTS Measure

(8) A VTS may issue measures or directionsto enhance
navigation and vessel safety and to protect the marine
environment, such as but not limited:

(1) Designating temporary reporting points and
procedures,

(2) Imposing vessd operating requirements; or
(3) Establishing vessel traffic routing schemes.

(b) During condition of vessel congestion, restricted
visibility, adverse weather, or other hazardous circumstances, a
VTS may control, supervise, or otherwise manage traffic, by
specifying time of entry, movement, or departure t, from, or within
aVTSarea

161.12 Vessel Operating requirements

(a) Subject to the exigencies of safe navigation, aV TS User
shall comply with all measures establish or directsissued by a
VTS.

(D) If,in aspecific circumstance, aVTS Useris unableto
safely comply with a measure or direction issued by the VTS, the
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VTS User may deviate only to the extent necessary to avoid
endangering persons, property of the environment. The deviation
shall be reported to the VTS as soon as practicable.

(b) When not exchanging communications, aVTS user
must maintain a listening watch as required by 26.04(e) of this
chapter on the VTS frequency designated in table 16.12(b) (VTS
calls sgns, desgnated frequencies and monitoring areas). In
addition, the VTS User must responded promptly when hailed and
communicate in the English language.

Note: Asstatedin 47CFR80.148(b),a VHF watch on channd 16
(156.800mhz) is not required on vessels subject to the vessel
bridge to bridge radio act and participatingin aVessel Traffic
Services (VTS) system when the watch is maintained on both the
vessel bridge to bridge frequency and a designated VTS frequency.

Prince William Sound Note: 47CFR80.148(b) givesan
exception to the requirement to monitor channd 16 when a
radio watch ismaintained on both the bridge to bridgeradio
telephone frequency and a separately assigned VTS frequency.
Theintention of 47CFR80.148(b) isthat a vessd participating
with PWSVTS monitor two frequencies. Therefore, vessels
participating with PWSVTS must monitor the VTS designated
frequency/bridgeto bridgeradio telephone frequency and
channel 16.
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Table 161.12(b) - Vessal Traffic Service (VTS) Call Signs,
Designated Frequencies, and Monitoring Areas

Vessel Traffic Service Designated Frequency* Monitoring Area
Call Sgn (channel designation)
Prince William Sound: 156.650 MHz ** The navigable waters
Vadez Traffic (channd 13) south of 61°05'N, east of

147°20'W, north of
60°00'N, and west of
146°30W: and, all
navigable watersin Port
Valdez.

Notes:

* In the event of a communication failure either by the vessel traffic center or
the vessdl or radio congestion on a designated VTS frequency, communications
may be established on an alternate VTS frequency. The bridge to bridge
navigational frequency, 156.650 MHz (Channel 13), is monitored in each VTS
area; and it may be used as an alternate frequency, however, only to the extent
that doing so provides a level of safety beyond provided by other means.

** The bridge to bridge navigational frequency, 156.650 MHz (Channel 13), is
used in these VT Ss because the level of radio telephone transmissions does not
warrant a designated VTS frequency. The listening watch required by 26.05 of
this chapter is not limited to the monitoring area.

(c) Assoon asiit is practicable, a VTS User shall notify the
VTS of any of the following:

(1) A marine casudty as definedin 46 CFR 4.05-1,
(2) Involvement in the ramming of afixed or
floating object;
(3) A pollution incident as defined in 151.15 of this
chapter;
(4) A defect or discrepancy in an aid to navigation;
(5) A hazardous condition as defined in 160.203 of
this chapter;
(6) Improper operation of vessel equipment required
by Part 164 of this chapter;
(7) A situation involving hazardous materials for
which areport isrequired by 49 CFR 176.48; and
(8) A hazardous vessel operating condition as
defined in 161.2.
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161.13 VTS Special Area Operating Requirements

The following operating requirements apply within a VTS Special

Area

(&) A VTS User shdll, if towing astern, do so with asshort a

hawser as safety and good seamanship permit.

(b) A VMRS User shall:

(1) Not enter or get underway in the area without
prior approval of the VTS,

(2) Not enter aVTS Specid Areaif ahazardous
vessel operating condition or circumstance exists,
(3) Not meset, cross, or overtake any other VMRS
User in the area without prior approvd of the VTS,
and

(4) Before meeting, crossing, or overtaking any
other VMRS User in the area, communicate on the
designated vessdl bridge to bridge radiotelephone
frequency, intended navigation movements, and any
other information necessary in order to make safe
passing arrangements. This requirement does not
relieve avessd of any duty prescribed by the
International Regulations for Prevention of
Collisons at Sea, (72 COLREGS) or the Inland
Navigation Rules.

Subpart B - Vessel M ovement Reporting System

161.15 purpose and intent

(a) A Vessel Movement Reporting System (VMRYS) isa

system used to manage and track vessed movementswithinaVTS
area. Thisisaccomplished by requiring that vessels provide
information under established procedures as set forth in this part,
or asdirected by the VTS.

(b) To avoid imposing an undue reporting burden or unduly

congesting radiotelephone frequencies, reports shdl belimited to
information which is essential to achieve the objectives of the
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VMRS. These reports are consolidated into four reports (sailing
plan, position, sailing plan deviation and find).

161.16 Applicability

The provisions of this subpart shall apply to thefollowing VMRS
Users:

(a) Every power driven vessel of 40 meters (approximately
131 feet) or morein length, while navigating.

(b) Every towing vessel of 8 meters (approximately 26 feet)
or more in length while navigating,

(c) Every vessdl certified to carry 50 or more passengers for
hire, when engaged in trade.

161.17 Definitions

Asused in this subpart: Published means avail able in awidely
distributed and publicly available medium (e.g., VTS User's
Manual, ferry schedule, Notice to Mariners).

161.18 Reporting requirements

(& AVTS may:
(1) Direct avessel to provide and of theinformation
set forth in Table 161.18(a) (IMO Standard Ship
Reporting System; See Table 161.18(a) TheIMO
Standard Ship Reporting System in section 2 of
this manual.
(2) Establish other means of reporting for those
vessels unable to report on the designated
frequency; or
(3) Require reports from avessel in sufficient time
to allow advance vessdl traffic planning.
(b) All reports required by this part shall be made as soon
as is practicable on the frequency designated in Table 161.12(b)
(VTS Cdll Signs, Designated Frequencies, and Monitoring Areas).
(c) When not exchanging communications, aVMRS User
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must maintain a listing watch as described in 26.04(e) of this
chapter on the frequency designated in Table 161.12(b) (VTS Call
Signs, Designated Frequencies, and Monitoring Areas). In
addition, the VMRS User must respond promptly when hailed and
communicate in the English language. Note: As stated in 47 CFR
80.148(b), a VHF watch on Channel 16 (156.800MHZ) is not
required on vessels subject to the Vessel Bridge to Bridge
Radiotelephone Act and participating in a Vessel Traffic Service
(VTS) system when the watch is maintained on both the vessel
bridge to bridge frequency and a designated VTS frequency.

(d) When reports required by this part include time
information, such information shall be given using the local time
zone in effect and the 24 hour military clock system.

161.19 Sailing Plan (SP)

Unless otherwise stated, at least 15 minutes before navigating a
VTS area, avessel must report the:
(a) Vessel name and type;
(b) Position;
(c) Dedtination and ETA;
(d) Intended route;
(e) Time and point of entry; and
(f) Dangerous cargo on board or inits tow, as definedin
160.203 of this chapter, and other required information as
set out in 160.211 and 160.213 of this chapter, if
applicable.

161.20 Position Report (PR)

A vessdl must report its name and position:

(a) Upon point of entry into aVTS areg;

(b) At designated reporting points; or

(c) When directed by the VTC.
Note: Notice of temporary reporting points, if established, may be
published via Local Notice to Mariners, general broadcast or the
VTS User's Manual.
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161.21 Sailing Plan Deviation Report (DR)

A vessel must report:
(8) When its ETA to adestination varies sgnificantly from
apreviously reported ETA,;
(b) Any intention to deviate fromaV TS issued measure or
vessdl traffic routing system; or
(c) Any significant deviation from previously reported
information.

161.22 Final Report (FR)

A vessdl must report its name and position:
(a) On arrival at its destination; or
(b) When leaving the VTS area.

161.23 Reporting exemptions

(8 Unless otherwise directed, the following vessels are
exempted from providing Position and Final Reports due to the
nature of their operation:

(1) Vesselson a published schedule and route;
(2) Vessels operating within an area of radius of
three nautical miles or less; or

(3) Vessals escorting another vessel or assisting
another vessel in maneuvering procedures.

(b) A vessel described in paragraph (a) of this section must:

(1) Providea Sailing Plan at least 5 minutes but not
more than 15 minutes before navigating within the
VTS areg; and

(2) If it departsfrom its promulgated schedule by
more than 15 minutes or changesit's limited
operating area, make the established VMRS reports,
or report as directed.

(c) In those VTS areas capable of receiving automated
position reports from Automated Dependent Surveillance
Shipborne Equipment (ADSSE) as required by 164.13 of this
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chapter and where ADSSE is required, vessels equipped with an
operating ADSSE are not required to make voice radio position
reports at designated reporting points as required by 161.20(b) of
this part, unless otherwise directed by the VTC.
(1) Whenever an ADSSE becomes non-operational
as defined in 164.43(c) of this chapter, before
entering or while underway inaVTS area, a vessel
must:
(i) Notify the VTC,
(if) Make voice radio position reports at
designated reporting points as required by
161.20(b) of this part;
(iii) Make other voice radio reports as
directed; and
(iv) Restore the ADSSE to operating
condition as soon as possble.
(2) Whenever an ADSSE becomes non-operational
due to aloss of position correction information (i.e.,
the U.S. Coast Guard differentid globd postioning
system (dGPS) cannot provide the required error
correction messages) avessel must:
(i) Make required voice radio position
reports at designated reporting points as
required by 161.20(b) of this part; and
(if) Make other voice radio reports as
directed.
Note: Regulations pertaining to ADSSE required capabilities are
set forth in 164.43 of this chapter.

Subpart C - Vessal Traffic Service Areas, Cooperative Vesse
Traffic Service Area, Vessel Traffic Service Special Areasand
Reporting Points

Note: All geographical coordinates contained in part 161 (latitude

and longitude) are expressedin North American Datum of 1983
(NAD 83).
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161.60 Vessal Traffic Service Prince William Sound

(d) The VTS area consists of the navigable waters of the
United States north of a line drawn from Cape Hinchinbrook Light
to Schooner Rock light, comprising that portion of Prince William
Sound between 146°30W and 147°20W and includes Valdez
Arm, Vadez Narrows, and Port Valdez.

(b) The Vadez Narrows VTS Special Area consists of
those waters of Valdez Arm, Valdez Narrows, and Port Valdez
northeast of a line bearing 307° True from Tongue Point at
61°02'06"N, 146°40'00"W; and southwest of a line bearing 307°
True from Entrance Island Light at 61°05'06"N, 146°36'42"W.

(c) Additional VTS Special Area Operating Requirements.
The following additional requirements are applicable in the Vadez
Narrows VTS Specid Area:

(1) No VMRS User shall proceed north of 61°00'N
without prior approval of the VTS.
(2) For avessd listed in paragraph (c)(3) of this
section:
(i) Approval to enter thisareawill not be
granted to avessel when atank vessel of
more than 20,000 DWT is navigating
therein;
(if) A northbound vessel shall remain south
of 61°00'N until the VTS has granted
permission to proceed; and
(iii) A southbound vessel shall remainin
Port Valdez east of 146°35'W and north of
61°06'N until the VTS has granted
permission to proceed.
(3) Paragraph (c)(2) of this section appliesto:
(i) A vessal of 1600 Gross Tons or more;
and
(i) A towing vessel of 8 meters or morein
length, except for avessel performing duties
as avessel escort as described in 33 CFR
168.
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(d) Reporting Points (See chartlet on page 3-5)

Designator: 1A

Geographic Name: Cape Hinchinbrook
Geographic Description: Cape Hinchinbrook
Latitude/longitude: 60°16'18"'N, 146°45'30"'W
Notes. Northbound only

Designator: 1B

Geographic Name: Schooner Rock
Geographic Description: Schooner Rock
Latitude/longitude: 60°18'42"'N, 146°51'36''W
Notes: Southbound only

Designator: 2A

Geographic Name: Naked Idand

Geographic Description: Naked Idand
Latitude/longitude: 60°40'00"'N, 147°01'24"'W
Notes. Northbound only

Designator: 2B

Geographic Name: Naked Idand

Geographic Description: Naked Idand
Latitude/longitude: 60°40'00"'N, 147°05'00"'W
Notes: Southbound only

Designator: 3A

Geographic Name: Bligh Reef

Geographic Description: Bligh Reef Light (Pilot Embark)
Latitude/longitude: 60°50'36''N, 146°57'30"'W

Notes. Northbound only

Designator: 3B
Geographic Name: Bligh Reef
Geographic Description: Bligh Reef Light (Pilot Disembark)
Latitude/longitude: 60°51'00"'N, 147°01'24""W
Notes: Southbound only
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Designator: 4A

Geographic Name: Rocky Point

Geographic Description: Rocky Point
Latitude/longitude: 60°57'48"'N, 146°47'30"'W
Notes: Northbound only

Designator: 4B

Geographic Name: Rocky Point

Geographic Description: Rocky Point
Latitude/longitude: 60°57'48"'N, 146°50'00"' W
Notes: Southbound only

Designator: 5

Geographic Name: Entrance Idand
Geographic Description: Entrance Iland Light
Latitude/longitude: 60°05'24''N, 146°37'30"'W
Notes:
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